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DIRECTOR’S REPORT

ESS has developed expertise on several economic

and social themes, especially in agriculture and
allied sectors, natural resources, food security, poverty
dynamics, unemployment, state finances, industrial
development, MSME sector, the economics of health
and demography, education, urban development, trade
and services, water and sanitation, women and child
development, marginalized groups and tribal studies,
over a period of time. In recent times CESS has
diversified its research areas to include international
trade, farmers collective institutions, migration,
groundwater  issues,  environment,  renewable
energy, global value chains and studies on inclusive

development.

The year 2024-25 has been an academically productive
year. The faculty members completed 10 research
projects in the themes of agriculture, fisheries- dry fish,
farmer producer organisations, financial status of PRIs,
labour market; school and higher education, public
expenditure; tribal studies, migration, health care
behaviour; evaluation of flagship programmes- PM
POSHAN, SSA. Twelve research projects are ongoing
along with new projects launched in 2024-25. The
‘Young Lives- At work’ India fact sheets have been
released in March 2025 which was also well received by
policy makers at Niti Ayog. A prestigious project Doing
Research Assessment, Assessing Social Science Research
in India has been awarded to the Centre by ICSSR
and Global Development Network, a worldwide
network of research and policy institutes working
towards generating new perspectives on development
challenges. Another collaborative project was awarded
to the Centre on Women entrepreneurship in MSMEs.
The Centre has completed study on Evaluation of AP
State Finances led by Dr GR Reddy, Founder Member,
Board of Governors, CESS. The study was entrusted by
the 16™ Finance Commission, Government of India.

The Centre also published book titled, Intersecting

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

paths of Sustainable Development, Urbanisation and
Women's Empowerment a collection of papers received
at the 22" TASSI Annual Conference hosted in 2023
in collaboration with IASSI.

The Centre entrusted by the

Department, Government of Telangana, with the

was Planning
analysis of data collected through the Zelangana Socio,
Economic, Educational, Employment, Political and
Caste (TGSEEEPC) Survey. The Centre prepared and
submitted a comprehensive analytical report along
with detailed tabular analyses, which were well received
and appreciated by the Department.

The Centre gratefully acknowledges the financial
support received from ICSSR, Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India; grants from Planning Department,
Govt. of Telangana. Apart from this core grant, specific
project grants are received from Scheduled Caste
Development Department, and other national and
state institutions- Ministry of Tribal Affairs; external
sponsors of research projects- Oxford University, the
University of Manitoba. The Centre acknowledges the
support received for undertaking the respective studies.

I would like to place on record my heartfelt thanks to
Prof DM Nachane, Chairman, CESS; Prof Dhananjay
Singh, Member Secretary, ICSSR, New Delhi, Prof CH
Hanumantha Rao, Founder Member and Honorary
Professor, CESS; distinguished members of the Board
of Governors and Executive Council, and faculty and
staff for extending utmost cooperation in carrying
out the academic activities during the year 2024-25.
[ appreciate the efforts of Dr K Alivelu, Dr Jadhav
Chakradhar, D Srinivas and P Raja Narender Reddy in
compiling the Annual Report 2024-25.

E Revathi
Professor and Director
Centre for Economic and Social Studies

Hyderabad

Vii






EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

I. Introduction

In line with its vision, the Centre for Economic and
Social Studies (CESS) has undertaken several research
projects of policy relevance during the year 2024-
25. Considerable efforts were made toward faculty
development, strengthening of the Ph.D. programme,
and infrastructure improvement. All these have been
achieved while maintaining a healthy financial position
of the Centre.

Over the years, the Centre has developed expertise
in diverse areas such as agriculture and allied sectors,
natural resources, food security, poverty dynamics,
unemployment, state finances, industrial development,
MSME sector, health, demography, education, urban
development, water and sanitation, and studies on
marginalized groups and women. In recent times,
CESS has also diversified into emerging areas including
international trade, migration, groundwater issues,
renewable energy, and inclusive development.

The year 2024-25 has been academically productive.
The Centre published the book “Intersecting Paths of
Sustainable Development, Urbanisation and Women’s
Empowerment”, selected papers presented at the 22™
IASSI Annual Conference hosted by CESS in 2023.
Faculty members completed ten research projects and
initiated twelve new ones in areas such as agriculture,
fisheries, education, tribal studies, labour markets,
migration, and evaluation of flagship government
programmes.

A notable achievement was the Doing Research
Assessment:  Assessing  Social ~ Science  Research  in

India project, awarded by ICSSR and the Global
Development Network (GDN), alongside several

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

other collaborative and policy-oriented  studies,
including those on women’s entrepreneurship in
MSMEs, evaluation of A.P. State Finances for the
16" Finance Commission, and the Telangana Socio-
Economic, Educational, Employment, Political and

Caste (TGSEEEPC) Survey.

The Centre also continued to contribute through its
specialized divisions, including the Research Cell for
Studies in Education Policy, Planning, and Governance
(RSEPPQG); Division for Studies in Social Inclusion;
and the Child Protection Research Centre (CPRC)
supported by UNICEE

Faculty members actively engaged in academic
dissemination through publications, seminars, and
conferences, contributing over 35 journal articles in
reputed journals, books, book chapters, and working
papers. CESS also organized its annual B.PR. Vithal
Memorial Lecture and Foundation Day Lecture,
delivered by eminent scholars.

The Division for Graduate Studies (DGS) strengthened
the Ph.D. programme by organizing special lectures,
capacity-building  workshops, and an internship
programme. Several Ph.D. scholars presented their
research at national and international conferences.

The Centre gratefully acknowledges the financial
support received from the Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICSSR), Ministry of Education,
Government of India; the Planning Department,
Government of Telangana; and other national and
international agencies, including the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, Oxford University, and the University
of Manitoba.
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II. Research Projects

sl Status/

N(; Title Date of Policy Implication / Outcome
Completion

1 |'The Telangana Socio-Economic, The survey provides comprehensive data to aid the
Educational, Employment, state government in planning and policymaking across
Political, and Caste| 2025  |socio-economic, educational, employment, and political
(Comprehensive  Household) dimensions.

Survey 2024

2 | Wage-Earnings  of  Regular The study analyses wage disparities among regular salaried
Salaried in India by Skill- workers in India by skill level and gender, revealing that
Levels of Occupations and 2025 higher skills and better skill-job matches lead to higher
Skill Mismatch with a Gender earnings and reduced gender wage gaps.

Dimension: ~ Analysis  using
PLES- 6 (2022-23)

3 |Vocational Education and Skill The study presents India’s vocational education and skill
Development in BRICS: Case development framework within the BRICS context,
Studies from India 2025 highlighting key policies, institutional structures, and

case studies that demonstrate India’s efforts to strengthen
its TVET system for inclusive skill growth.

4 | Comprehensive Baseline Survey The study established a comprehensive GIS-based baseline
of the SC Community in of SC houscholds in Telangana, identifying livelihood
Telangana State: Mapping of 2025 patterns and potential STI-driven interventions for their
Data and Resources on a spatial socio-economic developrnent.
domain

5 |Evaluation of FPOs under the The study evaluated FPOs under the Central Sector
promotion of Centre Sector Scheme 0f10,000 FPOs in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana,
Scheme of 10,000 FPOs. 2025  |highlighting improved member incomes, input cost

savings, and market linkages, with recommendations for
enhancing sustainability practices.

6 |Occupational  Diversification, The study highlights the socio-economic vulnerabilities
Migration, and Development of 2025 of de-notified tribes in Telangana, emphasizing the need
De-notified Tribes: A Study in for holistic welfare measures to improve their livelihoods,
Telangana (2024) reduce inequality, and promote inclusive development.

7 |Social Audit of Samagra Shiksha The study assessed the implementation of the Samagra
Scheme in Selected Schools in Shiksha Scheme in Telangana, finding improved
Telangana 2025 educational access but highlighting gaps in infrastructure,

funding, and digital resources that need attention for
greater impact.

8 |Social Audit of PM POSHAN The social audit of the PM POSHAN Phase I Scheme
Phase I Scheme in Telangana in Telangana found high student participation and

2025 positive impacts on enrolment, but noted issues in
WASH facilities, cook remuneration, infrastructure, and
meal quality, calling for stronger monitoring and timely
support measures.

X Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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sl Status/
N(; Title Date of Policy Implication / Outcome
Completion

9 |Farmers satisfaction on The study found that over 90% of farmers were satisfied
Paddy procurement process in with the 2023-24 rabi paddy procurement process in
Telangana state for the Yasangi| 2025  |Telangana, though improvements are needed in PPC
season (rabi) 2023-24 facilities, transparency, and grievance redressal to enhance

efficiency and farmer welfare

10 [End Line Study of Knowledge, The study assessed citizens' knowledge, attitudes, and
Attitude and Practices (KAP) practices toward electoral participation in Telangana
of Citizens in Telangana State 2025 during the 2024 Parliamentary elections, revealing high
(funded by Election Commission voter enrolment (98.4%) but low awareness (9%) of the
of India) c-Vigil app.

11 [A Situational Analysis of the The study examined the financial status of PRIs in
Financial Status of the PRIs in 2025 Telangana in the context of the Second State Finance
Telangana State in the Context Commission, focusing on fiscal decentralization and the
of Il SFC effectiveness of PRIs in delivering goods and services

12 |Carbon Neutrality and Trade: The study examined the impact of energy trade on carbon
Green Initiatives of ASEAN 2025  |emissions and proposed policy pathways for ASEAN to

achieve carbon neutrality by 2050.

13 |Young Lives Survey- Improved Improved education levels alongside persistent inequalities
understanding of the causes and in education, employment, and health among youth.
effects of childhood poverty, Oneoi
i li d education - ngomng
inequality, an
Young Lives at Work — Seventh
Round

14 |Doing Social Science Research The project aims to assess the state of social science
Assessment for India — A Global| Ongoing |research in India to enhance its quality, relevance, and
Development Network Project contribution to policymaking.

15 |Breaking Glass Ceilings at The study aims to identify and overcome barriers faced by
Workplace: Empowering| - women entrepreneurs in South India’s MSME sector to
Women Entrepreneurs in the N8OINE | b romote gender equality, inclusive growth, and evidence-

P p 8 q Y 5 )
MSMEs Sector of South India based policymaking.

16 |Governance and Educational The study examines how governance and management
Outcome: A Study of School Oneoi practices in Telanganas school education institutions
Education in Telangana N8OME | influence learning outcomes, institutional performance

g g ) p )
and student employability

17 |Expenditure on Education across The study analyses inter-state disparities in public and
States in India Ongoing | private expenditure on education in India and their

relationship with educational outcomes.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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sl Status/
N(; Title Date of Policy Implication / Outcome
Completion

18 | Traditional vs Modern The study analysed household healthcare-seeking
Systems of Medicines and behaviour in India, highlighting Ayurveda’s growing role
Healthcare Secking Behaviour in treating non-communicable diseases and the need for
of Households: Status,| Ongoing |greater research and standardisation to strengthen its
Opportunities and Constraints scientific validation.
in  Ayurvedic  Healthcare
Adoption in India. (2022- 2024)

19 |Social Economy of Dried Fish: The study highlights dried fish as an affordable, protein-
A Study of Fish Consumption rich, and culturally significant food in Kerala, particularly
in Kerala (2022-present) as part in highland regions. Despite its nutritional value,
of the Partnership Project on Oneoi consumption is declining due to poor quality, hygiene
Dried Fish Matters: The Social| — 808 |issues, and changing perceptions. Strengthening supply
Economy of Dried Fish in South chains and promoting hygienic processing are vital to
and Southeast Asia for Enhanced sustain dried fish as a nutritious and affordable food
Well-being and Nutrition option.

20 |Dried Fish Matters: Mapping The study maps the social economy of dried fish in
the Social Economy of Dried Andhra Pradesh, highlighting its vital role in nutrition and
Fish in Andhra Pradesh, as part livelihoods, especially for women in coastal communities.
of the Partnership Project on It reveals gender and market inequities, informal value
Dried Fish Matters: The Social| Ongoing |chains, and ecological stress in marine fisheries, calling
Economy of Dried Fish in South for gender-inclusive policies, better infrastructure, and
and Southeast Asia for Enhanced sustainable governance to strengthen this crucial coastal
Well-  being and Nutrition. economy
(2018-present)

21 |Estimation of the Consumption The study estimates the consumption and value of
of Chemical Fertilizers in Andhra chemical fertilizers among natural farming (PMDS) and
Pradesh during the years 2023- non-CNF farmers in Andhra Pradesh, comparing usage
24 and 2024-25 Ongoing |across major crops under irrigated and rainfed conditions.

[t aims to assess fertilizer dependence, promote sustainable
practices, and support the state’s goal of achieving 100%
chemical-free agriculture by 2030

22 |Sample Verification of URVI The study verifies the accuracy of the URVI database
Database for Various Practices of and assesses the implementation of Community Natural
Community Natural Farming in Farming (CNF) practices under the APCNF initiative in
Andhra Pradesh: Challenges and| Ongoing |Andhra Pradesh. Using mixed methods and a large farmer
Way forward A quant-qual study sample, it evaluates adoption levels, challenges, and field

realities to provide evidence-based recommendations for
improving the program’s effectiveness and sustainability.

23 |Socio-economic Study of the The study evaluates the potential ecological and cultural
Impact of PVNR Open Cast impacts of proposed mining projects near Ramappa
Mining on Biodiversity, Heritage| Ongoing | Temple, highlighting threats to biodiversity and heritage
and Socio-Religious Importance within its 10 km radius.
of Ramappa Temple and Lakes

Xii Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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sl Status/
N(; Title Date of Policy Implication / Outcome
Completion

24 |Cost-Benefit Analysis of Two The study conducts a cost-benefit analysis of SCCLs
Mining Projects of SCCL in PVNR-OC and KTK-OC Expansion coal mining
Telangana Ongoing | projects in Telangana, highlighting that while the projects

yield economic profits, their substantial environmental
and social costs nearly offset the gains.

25 | Development Initiatives The study assesses the implementation and impact of
for transforming the socio- the TSP and SCSP programmes in Andhra Pradesh
economic status of Marginalised Oneoi and Telangana, examining how these initiatives have
Communities in Andhra Pradesh N8OME | ontributed to the socio-economic  transformation
State-Impact of TSP and SCSP and improved quality of life of Scheduled Tribes and

Scheduled Castes.
26 |Social Audit of PM POSHAN The study evaluates the implementation of the PM
Scheme in Telangana: Phase 11 POSHAN Scheme (Phase II) across Telanganas 33
districts, highlighting its positive impact on children’s
Oneoin nutrition, school enrolment, and retention, while
898 | identifying challenges such as food wastage, inadequate
sanitation, and irregular payments to cooks, and
recommending measures for improved efficiency and
sustainability.

27 |Enhancing Export Potential of The study assesses the export potential of AYUSH products
AYUSH Products for Global from Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Karnataka, revealing
Well-being:  Strategies  and strong growth yet underutilized global opportunities, and
Opportunities Ongoing | recommends harmonized regulations, faster certifications,

and targeted market strategies to strengthen India’s role in
the global wellness economy and promote holistic health
worldwide.

III. Summary of Publications

S. No | Type of publications 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
1 | Books authored 2 3 2
2 | Peer reviewed 10 10 9
3 | Scopus 12 26 12
4 | UGC CARE 11 10 14
5 | Book chapters 12 7 10
6 | Monograph 5 2 1
7 | Working papers - 4 2
8 | Policy Briefs 6 - -
2022-23Q,=2, Q=2 Q=6 Q,=2
2023-24 Q =5, Q,=8, Q=4 Q=2
202425 Q=5 Q,=5, Q=1 Q=1
Centre for Economic and Social Studies Xiii
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IV. Summary of Ph.D. Programme

S. No | Particulars 2022-23 2023-24 2024-25
1 | Number of Ph.D. Degrees Awarded 2 2 4
2 | Per Capita Publications 2 1 2
3 | UGC (JRF) Fellowships 5 3 6
4 | UGC Other Fellowships 1 - -
5 | Full-time scholars 7 8 8
6 | Ph.D. Students Enrolled 39 46 47

V. Capacity Building

During 2024-25, the Centre approved promotions

for existing faculty members in recognition of

their commendable academic performance and

contributions to research and teaching. Two Associate

Professors were promoted to the position of Professor,

and two Assistant Professors were promoted to

Associate Professor. These promotions were approved
by the Board of Governors of CESS, following due

academic review and recommendations from the

concerned committees.

1. Faculty  Development and

Academic
Engagements (2024-25)

The year 2024-25 was a highly productive period
for the Centre, marked by a range of academic
activities including special lectures, seminars,
workshops, panel discussions, and collaborative
initiatives aimed at enhancing research capacity,
policy dialogue, and faculty development.

a. Workshops and Training Programmes

L.

CESS, in ICSSR-SRC,
organized a Capacity Building Workshop on

collaboration  with

“Quantitative Techniques” for degree college
lecturers in Telangana. Prof. B. Sudhakar Reddy,
Director, ICSSR-SRC, graced the programme as
the Chief Guest. The workshop was held from July
1 to 11,2024,

2. A Training and Capacity Building Programme

for FPO Leaders was conducted to enhance
managerial and entrepreneurial capabilities.

Xiv

. DGS Special Lecture on

. A Workshop on “Energy Transition: COP29

and India — Special Focus on Telangana” was
held in collaboration with the Council for Green
Revolution and Citizen Consumer and Civic Action

Group (CAG) on 12" December 2024.

. Special Lectures and Panel Discussions

1. Special lecture on “Stabilization Policy Options in

a Lower and Longer’ Interest Rates Environment”
on April 29, 2024, delivered by Prof. Dilip M
Nachane, Chairman of CESS.

. Panel Discussion on Poverty for Ph.D. Scholars

and Students

. Interactive Session with Karnataka’s 5" State

Finance Commission

“Transformative
Urbanization Towards India 2047” delivered
by Prof. Jyoti Chandiramani, Director of the
Symbiosis School of Economics.

. DGS Special Lecture on “Urban Turn: Contest and

Contestation” delivered by Prof. Sudha Mohan,
Former Professor and Head, Department of Civics
and Politics, University of Mumbai.

. Special Lecture on “The Public Opinion and

Electoral Consequences of Political Misconduct”
delivered by Adam D. Wolsky, Senior Research
Specialist from the Department of Sociology at
Princeton University.

. DGS Lectures on “The 2024 Nobel Prize in

Economics — Institutions and Beyond” and
“Democracy and Capitalism — The Changing
delivered by Prof. Chandrahas

Deshpande, Professor of Economics at Welingkar

Dynamics”
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Institute of Management Development and
Research, Mumbai

. Seminars and Academic Discussions

1. Faculty Seminar by Dr. M. Venkatanarayana
on “Wage-Earnings of Regular Salaried Workers
in India by Skill Levels and Skill Mismatch with
Gender Dimension: Analysis Using PLES (2022-
23)”

2. Faculty Seminar by Prof. E. Revathi on
“Economic History of Hyderabad State: 1858-
1948”

3. DGS organized presentation on the
Contributions of Nobel Laureates by Ph.D.
Scholars (202425 Batch).

4. Presentation on the ‘India Gender Report’ by
Ph.D. Scholars (2024-25 Batch).

5. Presentation on CESS Activities for School
Students, aimed at promoting research awareness
among younger audiences by Dr. Kasturi Alivelu.

d. Distinguished Lectures and Conclaves

1. Prof. E. Revathi, Director, represented CESS at
the Kautilya Economic Conclave 2024.

2. 'The B.PR.Vithal Memorial Lecture was delivered
by Dr. Duvvuri Subbarao on “Indias Fiscal
Federalism — Quo Vadis?”, attended by distinguished
dignitaries and economists from across India.

3. A commemorative lecture was held on the 97t
Birth Anniversary of Shri B.P.R. Vithal, where
Dr. Pinaki Chakraborty addressed key fiscal issues
before the 16™ Finance Commission, focusing on
post-pandemic recovery and debt sustainability.

4. The 7th Foundation Day Lecture was delivered
by Prof. Santosh Mehrotra on “Can India
Universalize Social Insurance before its Demographic
Dividend Ends?”.

Outcomes and Impact

These academic engagements fostered interdisciplinary
collaboration, enhanced the Centre’s research capacity,
and strengthened policy-oriented discussions among
scholars, practitioners, and policymakers. The events
also resulted in valuable academic exchanges, new
research linkages, and contributions to ongoing policy
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debates at the state and national levels

VI. Research and Physical Infrastructure

During 2024-25, the Centre for Economic and Social
Studies (CESS) undertook significant initiatives to
strengthen both its research and physical infrastructure
in support of its expanding academic and policy
research activities.

a. Research Infrastructure

The Centre enhanced its digital and analytical
capabilities through the procurement of advanced
statistical software—STATA 18 SE and SPSS 29.0
with advanced modules—along with institutional
licenses for Grammarly and Turnitin—iThenticate
to promote academic integrity and improve research
quality. The CESS Library, one of the richest social
science repositories in Telangana, further expanded its
collection to nearly 50,200 volumes, including new
subscriptions to over 100 national and international
journals, databases such as EBSCO-EconLit, JSTOR,
EPW Research Foundation, and IndiaStat, and World
Bank publications. The library also strengthened user
services, research support tools, and institutional

repository systems (Dspace, KOHA LMYS).

b. Physical Infrastructure

The CESS campus continued to develop as a self-
contained academic space with administrative and
academic buildings, a new Women’s Hostel, a renovated
Guest House, an upgraded B.PR. Vithal Auditorium,
and modern staff quarters. IT and Wi-Fi facilities were
strengthened through new fiber connections, a 1 GBPS
ACT internet line, CCTV cameras, and additional
access points. Landscaping improvements included
new plantations and soil restoration, enhancing
the eco-friendly ambience. The heritage Nizamiah
Observatory structures on campus were also preserved.
Other upgrades included a modernized canteen, new
recreational facilities, expanded parking areas, and the
addition of a computer lab and reading hall for Ph.D.
scholars. These developments reflect CESS’s ongoing
efforts to build a vibrant, sustainable, and research-
focused campus.

XV
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VIII. Looking Ahead (2025-26)

In 2025-26, CESS will consolidate its strong research
momentum, with faculty continuing to publish
in reputed journals, while prioritizing the timely
completion of ongoing projects and converting high-
quality project outputs into publishable research

papers.

At the same time, the Centre will leverage its
comparative advantage to mobilize new resources by
approaching key funding agencies particularly the
Ministries of Agriculture, Social Welfare, Industry
& Commerce, and Finance and will also strengthen
engagement with the Government of Telangana,
including project opportunities linked to RySS, Young
Lives, and other funding windows, alongside measures
to rationalize expenditures. Simultaneously, CESS will
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continue upgrading research and physical infrastructure
strengthening software tools and digital systems
(including STATA/SPSS and academic integrity
tools), expanding library resources and e-databases,
and improving campus and IT facilities to support
research and academic activities. Alongside research
and outreach, CESS will further strengthen its Ph.D.
programme in Development Studies (regular full-
time) run through the Division for Graduate Studies
(in collaboration with Telangana University), which is
designed to impart rigorous research training, ensure a
strong on-campus research environment, and sustain
inclusive admissions. Building on recent academic
activities for scholars such as structured writing-skills
workshops and regular doctoral committee processes
for proposal registration and progress reviews, the
Centre will continue to enhance doctoral training and
research supervision systems.
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I. RESEARCH

his section presents an overview of the research

conducted at the Centre for Economic and Social
Studies (CESS) during the 2024-2025 academic year.
We begin by outlining the major projects and studies
undertaken by the institution, highlighting the key
areas of focus and their impact. Following this, we
delve into the specific research initiatives led by the
various research units within CESS, showcasing their
contributions to the broader academic agenda. Next,
we turn our attention to the individual research
projects carried out by faculty members over the course
of the year, underscoring their unique contributions to
their respective fields. The publications of the CESS
academic fraternity are also given. Lastly, we conclude
with a review of the research work undertaken by
the ICSSR senior fellows associated with CESS,
summarizing their findings and scholarly contributions
during the academic year.

1.1 Institutional Studies

1.1.1 Young Lives Survey- Improved understanding
of the causes and effects of childhood poverty,
inequality, and education — Young Lives at
Work — Seventh Round

Young Lives isa unique international study of childhood
poverty following the changing lives of 12,000 children
in 4 countries [Ethiopia, India (AP and Telangana),
Peru, and Vietnam] since 2002. It is a longitudinal
panel study that follows the same children wherever
they are. Young Lives secks to improve understanding
of the causes and consequences of childhood poverty
and inform the development and implementation of
future policies and practices that will reduce childhood
poverty. In Telangana and Andhra Pradesh, Young
Lives has followed two groups of children (cohorts)
since 2002: 2,000 children who were born in 2001-
02 (called Younger Cohort) and 1,000 children (called
Older Cohort) who were born in 1994-95. So far,
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six rounds of research have been completed, and the
data collection for the seventh round was completed
in January 2024. The questionnaire has been modified
in each survey round to suit the age of the children/
adults. Now, the younger cohort is 22-year-olds, and
the older cohort is 29-year-olds. The project enables us
to examine the inter-cohort comparison and link the
policies over the seven years. Results of the six rounds
of the survey are disseminated at various levels.

In the seventh round, the thrust is given to education
and skills, employment, family lives, health, and
well-being. The research project can now track skills
development and educational and learning journeys
from infancy to early adulthood. Our comprehensive
data allows us to evaluate the causes and consequences
of inequality in education and learning and how
this affects securing work and family formation
by exploring individual characteristics, skills, and
aspirations, family circumstances and expectations,
and school effectiveness. Many of the young people
in our study began working during childhood, often
unpaid and supporting the family farm or business,
but aspired to higher-quality secure work in the
formal sector. Many young people, particularly those
from poor households and living in rural areas, end
up working in insecure employment or subsistence
entrepreneurship. Young Lives project secks to better
understand how, and to what extent, transitions to
employment and entrepreneurship outcomes are
influenced by experiences of childhood poverty
and widening inequalities. This stream of research
investigates the effects of gender, agency, and structural
inequalities in the context of family dynamics and
the life course trajectories of young people. Despite
progress, widening disparities have continued to
expose disadvantaged children to shockingly high
rates of undernutrition. This project investigates the
association between COVID-19-related changes in
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lifestyle and dietary patterns and physical and mental
health outcomes.

It completed its round-7 survey in the Telugu states
that had produced factsheets on Education and
Learning, Health, Nutrition and Well-Being, and
Work and Family Lives. Dr. Shamika Ravi, a Member
of the Economic Advisory Council for the Prime
Minister, released the fact sheets on 20® March 2025 at
the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi. She underscored
the importance of evidence-based studies for effective
policy making. s

Findings from All India Factsheets — on Education and
Learning, Work and Family lives, Health Nutrition and
Well-Being:

*  Opver the last seven years, secondary school completion
has improved.

*  University enrolment has increased among the 22-year-
olds in 2023 compared to 2016.

* Ealy life inequalities predict education outcomes,
particularly higher education enrolment and school
completion by age 22.

* The gender gap in secondary completion has closed
by age 22. However, women are less likely to enroll in
university.

*  Women who married before the legal age, or had
children at early ages achieve the lowest education
outcomes.

* Internet access has grown substantially, but a digital
divide by gender, wealth and caste, though reduced, still
persists.

*  More schooling years and higher completion rates
have not translated into an improvement in reading

comprehension test performance between ages 15 and
22.

* DPolicies addressing the additional barriers faced by
women from disadvantaged backgrounds in accessing
higher education are pivotal.

e The transition from education to the labour market
is occurring later for the Younger Cohort than for the
Older Cohort born seven years earlier.

*  Most young people who are working are engaged in
poor-quality jobs, without a written contract and
working long hours.

*  Asmaller proportion of women than men are employed,
but women shoulder a larger share of unpaid care work.

*  Early marriage and early parenthood, remain a concern,
with 13% of Younger Cohort women being married
before the legal age of 18 and 18% having a child by
age 19.

* Farly-life inequalities are reflected in rates of
employment, employment with a contract at age 22,
and early marriage and parenthood.

* A double burden of malnutrition is evident among
Young Lives participants in India, as a high prevalence
of underweight coexists with a high prevalence of
overweight and obesity.

* Food insecurity is widespread among Young Lives
households, with the majority being moderately food
insecure.

* Early-life inequalities affect young peoples’ nutrition
and food insecurity.

*  Subjective well-being has generally improved since the
Younger Cohort were 12 years old, though there was a
notable decline during the pandemic.

*  Sixoutof ten participants exhibit symptoms compatible
with at least moderate stress, while one out of ten have
symptoms of at least mild anxiety.

Team: E. Revathi, Principal Investigator, P. Prudhvikar
Reddy, Consultant, as Field Coordinator, and K. T.
Shyam Sundar (Data Manager)

Sponsored by: Department for International
Development (DFID), Oxford, UK, through Oxford

University.

Status: Ongoing
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Dr. Shamika Ravi, Member of the Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister, released the Young Lives Round-7
Jact sheets at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

Completed Studies

1.1.2 The Telangana Socio-Economic, Educational,
Employment,  Political, and  Caste
(Comprehensive Household) Survey 2024

The Government of Telangana carried out a
comprehensive  caste  (TGSEEEPC)
November-December of 2024. The
captured in the survey is intended to be used for the

survey in
information

purpose of planning and policy of the state government
in different dimensions of socio-economic, educational,
employment, and political spheres of the population
in the state. The Centre for Good Governance (CGQ)
provided I'T support for the survey, such as app/format
development, data capture, storage (on their server),
and data analysis. In consultation with the Planning
Department, the multidisciplinary team of CESS
worked on its assignment through its core tasks such as
— preparation of the report structure, design of detailed
dummy tables (output formats) by clearly defining the
numerator and the denominator for each variable, and
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preparation of a comprehensive report.

The TGSEEEPC Survey Report is divided into two
parts, Part -1 presents the overall State situation and
also the rural and urban situation analysis across social
categories (SCs, STs, BCs-All, BC-A, BC-B, BC-C,
BC-D and BC-E and OCs) on the various aspects
of household and individual data collected in the
domains of social, economic, education, employment
and government schemes. In addition to the detailed
findings, each chapter contains rural-urban variations
and a summary of the results. Part II presents the
detailed tables for districts and castes for all variables
on which the Survey has collected data. The data tables
align with the tables presented in the report. Part II
consists of Annexure-I to III presenting State, Rural
and Urban District Tables and Annexure- IV -Caste
Tables presenting data on all variables for all the 245
castes falling into the social categories of STs; SCs;
BCs-All; BC-A, B, C, D, E; and OCs.
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Team: E. Revathi, M. Venkatanarayana, C. Ravi, S.
Laxman Rao, Jadhav Chakradhar, P. Prudhvikar Reddy,
M. Ramanjaneyulu, K. Panchakshari.

Sponsored by: The Planning Department, Government
of Telangana.

1.1.3 FEvaluation of State Finances of Andhra
Pradesh  submitted to 16"
Commission

Team: E. Revathi, G.R. Reddy, Sridevi, Gopinath
Reddy, C. Ravi, and Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Finance

Sponsored by: 16™ Finance Commission, Government
of India

Ongoing Studies

1.1.4 Doing Social Science Research Assessment
for India — A Global Development Network
Project

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies was
granted a project on Doing Social Science Research
in India by the Global Development Network.
Four countries are doing the social science research
assessment that includes Fiji, Cambodia, Loas and
India. India’s social science studies play a pivotal role
in policy formulation, the society dynamics, and
addressing critical issues. India’s social science studies
have undergone changes based on historical, economic,
and political advancement. The research environment
comprises universities, autonomous research centres,
and government establishments. A few of the most
pressing issues that face India’s social science studies
are Inadequate funding impacts the study scope and
its quality. Full and good-quality data is not available.
Institutions are devoid of basic infrastructure and
facilities needed for higher-level research. Each
discipline needs greater cooperation with other
disciplines. It is needed to bridge the gap between the
research results and policy implementation. Efforts
towards the development of social science research
work are aimed at assisting researchers and institutions
via attempts by the Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR). In addition, national social science
policy debates focus on improving the quality and

effectiveness of research. In this context the team India
is doing social science research assessment for India

Team: E. Revathi, Sujit Kumar Mishra, C.H. Yaganti,
P Aparna, Arifa Sultana, S Harinath

Sponsored by: Global Development Network/ ICSSR

1.1.5 Breaking Glass Ceilings at Workplace:
Empowering Women Entrepreneurs in the
MSME:s Sector of South India

This multidisciplinary and evidence-based research
proposal outlines a comprehensive study aimed at
breaking the invisible barriers hindering the success
of women entrepreneurs in the Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector in South India. By
addressing these barriers, the research aims to empower
women entrepreneurs, drive economic growth, promote
social equity, and contribute to the vision of making
Bharata developed nation by 2047. The proposed study
is significant as it addresses the underutilized potential
of women entrepreneurs in the Indian economy. By
empowering them, the research aims to enhance their
contribution to the Gross Domestic Product, boost
economic growth, attend Sustainable Development
Goals, and ensure that development is inclusive,
benefiting all sections of society. Additionally, the
study will inform policymaking by providing evidence-
based insights into the specific challenges faced by
women entrepreneurs and recommending targeted
interventions to remove these barriers.

This study will focus on all five South Indian states -
Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and
Telangana - due to their vibrant MSME sector and the
growing presence of women entrepreneurs. The selection
of this region allows for a comprehensive exploration
of the challenges and opportunities faced by women
entrepreneurs across diverse sectors and settings. The
research will address several gaps in existing literature,
including the underexplored area of invisible barriers
faced by women entrepreneurs, the underrepresentation
of women in MSME sector studies, and the lack
of intersectional analysis. By employing innovative
research methods such as a mixed-methods approach,
thematic analysis, and statistical and econometric
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analysis, the study aims to generate new knowledge and
insights into the experiences of women entrepreneurs.
The proposed research has several significant and path-
breaking aspects, including promoting gender equality,
informing policy and practice, contributing to theory-
building, and empowering women entrepreneurs. By
identifying strategies to overcome invisible barriers,
the research will create a more inclusive and supportive
environment for women entrepreneurs, driving
economic development and social progress in South

India.

Team: Reddy Y. Kesava, Brajaraja Mishra, M Srinivasa
Reddy, Mahapatra Sushanta Kumar, and Neeraj Kumar

Sponsored by: ICSSR New Delhi

1.2 Studies Conducted by Research Units

1.2.1 Research Cell for Studies in Education Policy,
Planning, and Governance (RSEPPG)

The Research Cell on Studies for Education, Policy,
Planning and Governance has been set up at the
Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) in
July 2020 with the financial support of the Telangana
State Council for Higher Education (TSCHE).
The predominant objective of the Research Cell on
Education (RSEPPG) is to comprehensively study
the gamut of issues and challenges in the education
system/sector at all levels from a holistic perspective
while focusing on higher education in the state and
in the country. Research studies are to be thematically
organized around five dimensions or foundational
pillars of the education system: Access, Quality, Equity,
Affordability and Accountability. The impact of state
policy, funding, regulatory framework, educational
standards, and governance on achieving these five
dimensions of the education system would be the focus
of research studies. The Research Cell, while providing
policy inputs and support derived from evidence-based
policy-oriented research output, assists the TSCHE
and, thereby, the Telangana State Government in their
endeavour for educational development in the state.

Activities
i.  To organize seminars, workshops, discussions, and
conferences on topical issues related to Education;
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ii. To conduct research studies focusing on education
policy, funding, and governance;

iii. To conduct assessment and evaluation studies
on initiatives and programmes with respect to
education development;

iv. To bring out research reports, policy briefs, and
working papers along with research publications

As part of the research mandate, the unit has initiated
and conducted research studies on expenditure on
education, remedial teaching in higher education
institutions in Telangana, skill development initiatives,
status of higher education in Telangana. Some of the
completed studies in 2024 - 25 are listed below.

Completed Studies

i) Wage-Earnings of Regular Salaried in India by
Skill-Levels of Occupations and Skill Mismatch
with a Gender Dimension: Analysis using PLFS-
6 (2022-23)

This study has examined the differences in wage
earnings of the regular-salaried workers in India by the
skill levels required for occupations that they engaged
in and matching skill levels that they possessed with
a pertinent gender dimension. Analysis based on
the PLFS-6 (2022-23), one of the national-level
large-scale household surveys of India, purposed
to study employment conditions and situation of
unemployment in the country. Analysis focussed on
regular-salaried workers in the age-group of 15-64
years.

Observations/findings  of the analysis include:
differences persist in wage-earnings of regular salaried
by skill-levels required; wage-earnings in each skill-
level increases with work-age/experience though at
a decelerating rate; and further, differences in wage-
earnings between skill-levels increases with work-
age/experience. Additionally, on skill-mismatch, the
under-skilled are paid lower wage-earnings while the
over-skilled get higher wages. Skill-mismatch of under-
skill penalises the wage-earnings of the regular-salaried
while the over-skilled are rewarded. It indicates a more
skill-based pay than a job-role-based pay structure. A

Skill-based pay structure is an incentive to invest in
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skills. Gender differences pertinent to wage-earnings
are large at the base but decline with higher-order skills
and among the over-skilled. Policy implications are
pertinent.

Team: Venkatanarayana Motkuri

ii) Vocational Education and Skill Development in
BRICS: Case Studies from India

The BRICS TVET Cooperation Alliance is established
under the guidance of BRICS vocational education
policymakers. The BRICS Russia 2024, Federal
Institute for the Development of Vocational Education
and Training has conducted International analytical
study “Technical and Vocational Education and Its
Impact on the Development of BRICS Countries
Potential”. CESS research team has contributed to the
study. It is about profile of TVET in India and case
studies of skill development initiatives in the country.

India has two trajectories of vocational education
system: secondary school level and after school VET.
Formal and non-formal organizations are involved in
these programmes. Formal is integrated in curriculum
of middle and senior Grades (9-12 Grades) imparting
vocational courses on choice along with academic
studies. After school vocational education continues in
[TIs and polytechnics. Non-formal includes short-term
courses, on-the-job training programs, and initiatives
under PMKVY. They offer skills certification without

compulsory formal education.

Thenormativebase of VET in Indiais the Apprenticeship
Act regulating apprenticeship system and on-the-job
training, National Skill Development Policy (2009),
National Policy on Education (2020) identifying
strategy of vocational skills development, and National
Skills Qualification Framework (NSQF) establishing
qualifications levels and standards. The school-level
vocational education is regulated by the Ministry of
Education. After school vocational education and
training programmes are coordinated by the Ministry
of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MoSDE)
and National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC).
The PPP based NSDC is responsible for programmess

realization.

Educational institutions offering vocational education
programs include a wide range of organizations:
schools, polytechnics, higher educational institutions
with VET programs, and ITIs along with private
training centers under the National Policy on Skill
Development. Moreover, the industry as well provide
industrial training programs. Other institutions of
VET are: PMKVY training centers. While central
establish TVETs:,

state (private companies, non-profit organizations,

and state governments non-
industrial associations), also establish training centers
or cooperate in realising programmes of the National
Policy on Skill Development. Within the framework
of Skill India Mission (SIM) the Ministry of Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship (MoSDE) provides
training, retraining and qualification upgrade through

various programs, such as PMKVY, NAPS, and CTS
(ITTs) for all social groups including the youth.

TVET programs vary according to levels: from basic
courses of 1-2 levels of NSQF to advanced programs of
5-7 levels. In schools Grade 9 onward such course are
offered without special exams. The entry criterion for
ITTs is 14 years age and basic education (8-10 Grades),
and for polytechnics is passing entrance exams after
Grade 10. Duration of training also varies: at school
level 2—4 years (from 9 to 12 Grades), in ITIs program
last 1-2 years, in polytechnic colleges 3 years, and
short-term courses, such as PMKVY, last from 3 to
6 months. Training includes theoretical and practical
studies, and for some programs industrial practice is
necessary. Certificates are issued on finishing school
level programs corresponding levels 1-4 of NSQF.
The ITI graduates receive National Trade Certificate,
polytechnic graduates colleges receive diplomas in
engineering and technologies, and PMKVY programs
participants receive certificates, recognized in NSQE

The NSQF established in December 2013 is
reconsidered and officially authorized in June 2023.
NSQF is a system based on results and competences,
organizing qualifications according to levels of
knowledge, skills, abilities and responsibility identified
by training results. NSQF has 1 to 8 levels, where each
level represents different degrees of difficulty of skills,

knowledge, responsibility, and autonomy.
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Besides the above profile of TVET in India, the study
contributed the few case studies from India of skill
development programmes imparting vocational skills
in the country.

Team: Santosh Mehrotra and Venkatanarayana
Motkuri

Sponsored by: BRICS TVET Cooperation Alliance
Ongoing Studies

i) Governance and Educational Outcome: A Study
of School Education in Telangana

One of the challenges in the education development
across globe and developing countries like India are
quality of education at all levels which corresponds
with the employability of graduates eventually. One of
factors that considered to be addressed for improving
the quality of education is governance in education at
the system levels and at the institutional level. In this
backdrop, the present study looks into management
practices at institution level of school education
institutions corresponding with learning achievement
of children. This study is looking into governance
aspects of education in general and higher education
in particular. Part of the study is a background paper
presenting the brief review of organisational theories
in general and those related to higher education
institution such as universities in particular while
considering these higher education institutions as a
form of organisation in the social systems and their
implications in governance and management of these
institutions.

The other part of the study is based on empirical
investigation at the institution-level into their internal
governance and management practices across higher
education institutions in Telangana and measuring
their performance on learning achievements of
students, their performance on learning outcomes,
research outcomes and employability of students in
these institutions. The study is largely based on primary
survey of selected school education institutions under
different types of managements (private, public,
residential etc) in the state of Telangana.

Team: Venkatanarayana Motkuri and E. Revathi
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ii) Expenditure on Education across States in India

This study is aimed at examining and analysing the state
level expenditure on education in India while looking
into disparities in levels of expenditure on education
and educational outcomes. The analysis covers both
the public and private expenditure on education across
states. The analysis of public expenditure on education
is based on the Analysis of Budget Expenditure on
Education, that Ministry of Education, Government
of India compiles all the state data. It covers both
expenditure incurred by education departments and
other departments of the respective states. Private
expenditure on education is based on the estimates
of NSSO’s Social Consumption Expenditure (SCE)

survey on Education.
Team: Venkatanarayana Motkuri and E. Revathi

1.2.2 Division for Studies in Social Inclusion

The Division for Studies in Social Inclusion (DSSI)
undertakes policy-oriented multidisciplinary research
on a broad range of sectors and priority themes. The
emerging and evolving domain of social inclusion—
viewed from avariety of perspectives such as inequalities,
social exclusion, inclusive development—has
emerged as a marquee development discourse across
the globe. In the Indian context in particular, the
significance and relevance of inclusive development
cannot be overemphasised, as the overarching objective
of governments both at the state and national levels
is development characterized by inclusivity and
representation. Additionally, India is a signatory
to the Global Goals of inclusive and sustainable
development under the Sustainable Development Goals

(SDGs), under which India’s performance is monitored.

The origins of the DSSI go back to the establishment
of two research units at CESS in 2016 with the
support of the Government of Telangana, namely, the
Scheduled Castes Special Development Fund Research
Unit (SCSDFRU) and the Scheduled Tribes Special
Development Fund Research Unit (STSDFRU). The
core mandate of the Units was to study the gaps in
development and well-being of the SCs and STs vis-

a-vis other social groups and to recommend policy
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priorities on the basis of gap analyses so that course
corrections can be made based of empirical evidence.

The ambit of research at the DSST has steadily expanded,
with a growing number of sponsoring agencies
acknowledging the policy relevance of work carried
out at the Division. In addition to the long-standing
focus on historically disadvantaged social groups,
the scope of research at the DSSI also encompasses
other marginalized and underrepresented groups such
as Backward Classes (BCs), women, and religious
minorities. In terms of specific themes, the research
scope of the Division has broadened to encompass
certain priority areas, including education, health, skill
development, employability, entrepreneurship, and
empowerment.

The research carried out at the Division broadly lies
at the intersection of several social science disciplines,
striking the right balance between quantitative and
qualitative methods. The empirical studies are designed
to enable policymakers to formulate evidence-driven
and implementable policies so that new policies can
be formulated or necessary course corrections can be
made in the ongoing interventions. The research and
academic activities undertaken by the DSSI team in
the domain of inclusive development encompass the
following:

* Baseline surveys and impact evaluation studies
(concurrent, formative, and endline)

*  Empirical studies on priority themes and areas to
address development gaps

* Dissemination of findings through publications
such as research reports, working papers,
monographs, policy briefs, and journal articles

*  Organising seminars, workshops, and special
lectures on emerging themes related to inclusive
development

Completed Studies

i) Comprehensive Baseline Survey of the SC
Community in Telangana State: Mapping of
Data and Resources on a spatial domain

The survey employed the Sustainable Livelihoods
Framework to map the livelihoods of Scheduled Castes

across Telangana, focusing on five capitals—human,
natural, physical, social, and financial—that influence
livelihoods. Data was collected from over 10,000 SC
households, providing an extensive baseline through a
dedicated GIS app. This spatial data serves as a pre-
intervention benchmark, facilitating longitudinal
tracking in future studies. The study also highlighted
potential livelihood enhancement areas, suggesting
targeted Science, Technology, and Innovation (STI)
interventions to support socio-economic development
within SC communities.

Team: E. Revathi, B. Suresh Reddy, S. Laxman Rao, S.
Naresh, P Anjaneyulu, S. Harinath, K. Bhasker, and
Ms. Ashwani

Sponsored by: Department of Science & Technology
(Gol) and Telangana State Council of Science &
Technology (GoT)

Ongoing Working Papers

1. Skill Development and Employability among
Scheduled Castes in Telangana:
Implications Emerging from An Empirical
Assessment

Policy

This paper presents the SC baseline survey findings
related to the critical domain of skill development
and employability in terms of the post-training
employment status among the Scheduled Castes in
Telangana. The study finds that the skilling ecosystem
in the state is characterised by a multiplicity of schemes
and stakeholders and low levels of awareness and
participation on the part of the target group. So far, only
7.8% of the SC households with educated working-
age members have attended skilling programs. When
participation levels are correlated with educational
attainment, the results indicate relatively low coverage
of skilling interventions among undergraduates and
postgraduates (only 5.2% of the former and 5.7% of
the latter accessed skilling programs). The survey found
a relatively high level of unmet demand for skilling,
as 25% of the surveyed households have at least one
member willing to participate in skill development
programs.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies



Regarding skilling facilities, the SC youth reported the
inaccessibility of training facilities, which are mostly
located in Hyderabad, district headquarters, and other
urban areas. Post-training placement rates are low, with
relatively high levels of attrition owing to a variety of
factors. This has led to a growing preference for self-
employment. Nevertheless, most of the self-employed
have not received any support from the government
and other agencies. At the same time, the study finds a
high level of unmet demand for skill development. The
findings underscore the imperative of a holistic strategy
integrating key components such as outreach, accessible
skilling infrastructure, decent and sustainable salaried
employment, and support for self-employment.

Team: Laxman Rao Sankineni

2. Agricultural Scenario of the SC Community in
Telangana State: An Empirical Analysis

Agriculture plays a pivotal role in the livelihoods of the
Scheduled Caste community in Telangana. This state is
renowned for its diverse agricultural practices, ranging
from rice cultivation to horticulture and floriculture.
Despite the state’s strides in agricultural productivity
and irrigation infrastructure, SC farmers often confront
challenges such as limited land ownership, lack of
access to credit, irrigation, and technology. This paper
looks at the agricultural scenario with respect to the
SC farmers and their level of technology adoption. The
findings of the study reveal that 61% of the SC farmers
are landless (rural and urban areas combined). Over
80% are marginal farmers, followed by small farmers.
Farmers from the SC community grow diverse crops.
However, paddy is the predominant kharif crop (53%)
due to access to irrigation, mainly from bore wells
and open wells, followed by the cultivation of cotton,
maize, and redgram.

Technology adoption is crucial for harvesting good
crop yields. Nevertheless, all the package of practices
of crop cultivation are not uniformly adopted. Hence
there is scope for improvement in several areas.
High-yielding varieties should be introduced by the
Agriculture Department and agricultural universities
with regard to crops such as paddy, maize, redgram,
and soyabean. Separate training programs need to
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be organized for SC farmers through Krishi Vigyan
Kendras and Farmers’ Training Centres at the district
level and Rythu Vedikas at the cluster level with
respect to the cultivation of the latest varieties and
their package of practices. Extension agencies should
make greater educational efforts, such as conducting
training and demonstrations with respect to the latest
agricultural technologies that suit the socio-economic
and soil conditions of scheduled caste farmers. The
study calls for focused interventions targeted at the SC
community for their overall economic well-being.

Team: Suresh Reddy B

3. Social Inclusion through Institutional
Membership: A Study of Scheduled Caste
Women Self-Help Groups in Telangana

Social group dynamics in India are shaped by socio-
economic structures, historical context, governance
systems, and globalisation. Scheduled Caste (SC)
women have faced historical exclusion from the
development process. This exclusion is structural, as it
is embedded in socio-economic relations and practices.
Governments have created an institutional platform
for women by organising them into Self-Help Groups
(SHGs). This strategy aims to achieve the social
inclusion of disadvantaged women. This paper draws
on primary data collected from 10,213 SC households
spread across all 33 districts of Telangana. It evaluates
the functioning of Scheduled Caste SHGs in terms of
the socio-economic status of SHG members, their core
activities, and their impact on well-being and women’s
empowerment.

The findings underscore the need for additional financial
support, skill development, and market linkages for
SC women to enable them to undertake economic
activities that can ensure sustainable livelihoods
through steady incomes. The Society for Elimination
of Rural Poverty (SERP) in Telangana has been
instrumental in supporting SHGs by providing credit
and promoting sustainable livelihoods. Moreover, SHG
membership has contributed to the empowerment of
members, enabling them to make informed choices
regarding domestic issues, education, nutrition, and
healthcare. The SHGs serve as forums for addressing
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social concerns and resolving familial conflicts, thus
facilitating the social inclusion of marginalized women.
Additionally, SHG leaders are increasingly preferred as
candidates in elections to local government institutions.
However, the interventions should go beyond savings
and credit and focus on promoting entrepreneurship,
adult education, skill development and capacity
building, support with supply chains and marketing,
and delegating beneficiary-level service delivery to

SHGs.

Team: Silveru Harinath

4. Self-Employment among Scheduled Castes in
Telangana: Current Status and the Way Forward

India has a long experience with self-employment,
particularly with micro and small enterprises.
However, self-employment also comes with greater
responsibilities and risks compared to working for
an organisation. Both the Central Government and
States have introduced a range of initiatives to promote
self-employment and entrepreneurship. This paper
lays out the findings of the baseline survey related to
the crucial domain of self-employment among the
Scheduled Castes. The dimensions covered include the
socio-economic status of SC entrepreneurs, types of
self-employment, sectoral breakdown of the activities,
investment levels, earnings, and the path forward
towards sustainable entrepreneurship. The study
found that 11% of SC households were engaged in
self-employment activities across the state. In terms of
sectors, the self-employment activities predominantly
fall under services, while the ventures in trade and
manufacturing occupy a distant secondary position.
The head of the household manages the majority of
activities, followed by the spouse and the first son.
The self-employed possess low educational levels, with
minimal representation from those with higher and
technical education.

Most self-employment ventures of SCs are self-financed
as the coverage under the government schemes is
minimal. Government-supported ventures are virtually
absent in urban areas. Investment levels are extremely
low, as SC households have limited investment capacity.

10

Returns from government-sponsored activities are
marginally lower than those from self-financed ventures.
A majority of the self-employed reported monthly
incomes and outstanding loans, and most of the self-
employed have not attended skilling programs. A
majority of the prospective SC beneficiaries are unaware
of government self-employment and entrepreneurship
promotion schemes. Elected representatives continue
to influence the beneficiary selection process. SHG
members, in particular, are willing to undergo training
in income-generating ventures. Finance is the lifeline
of enterprises and their sustainability. SC entrepreneurs
need easier access to institutional credit with flexible
terms for initial investment as well as working capital.

Team: Parupally Anjaneyulu

5. Educational Status of Scheduled Castes in
Telangana: A Critical Analysis

The baseline survey finds that the overall literacy rate
among the Scheduled Castes is still relatively low
at 63.3%, despite the improvements of the recent
past. There are educational disparities within the SC
community based on gender, location, income levels,
and age groups. The non-literacy level in rural areas is
15% higher than in urban areas. The gender divide in
this respect is much wider, with 44.2% of females being
non-literate; the corresponding figure among males is
29.3%. There is also a positive correlation between
educational level and household incomes. Additionally,
30% of SC students up to secondary level still study in
Telugu medium. Therefore, there is a need to provide
access to English-medium education.

There has been a huge unmet demand from SC
parents for public residential education. Therefore,
the establishment of more residential institutions
would address three interrelated issues: medium of
instruction, dropout rates, and quality of education.
Only 6% of SC students avail themselves of pre-matric
scholarships. The proportion is much higher at the
intermediate level (60%), but the gap is still wide. The
survey found relatively high levels of out-of-pocket
expenses incurred by SC households, over and above
government scholarships and fee reimbursements.
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As far as the general literacy level is concerned, the
following categories need special attention: rural areas,
females, and poorer sections, particularly the bottom
25% of SC households. Only 2.3% of SC households
have access to laptops and desktops. This needs to be
substantially raised through appropriate interventions,
as nearly 60% of households reported the need for a
laptop/desktop but conveyed several constraints in
procuring one.

Team: Sudhaveni Naresh

6. Socio-Economic Conditions of Persons with
Disabilities (PwDs) among Scheduled Castes in
Telangana State: A Critical Analysis

This paper presents the results of the survey regarding
the prevalence of different types of disabilities
among the Scheduled Castes and the socio-economic
implications of the vulnerability of persons with
disabilities (PwDs). It also documents their access to
education, employment, and health. The baseline
survey identified 838 disabled persons spread across
784 houscholds. In other words, 7.5% of the sample
households reported some form of disability. The
distribution of the identified disabilities among SCs is
as follows: Hearing (11.22%), Locomotor (34.25%),
Mental (9.67%), Speech (7.52%), Visual (15.39%),
Multiple (10.98%), and Others (10.98%).

Close to a third of disabled persons do not have a
disability certificate. Without the certificate, PwDs
cannot access the services and welfare benefits
provided by the government and other agencies.
The PwDs from the SC community conveyed that
it is very difficult to obtain a disability certificate.
They stated that the certification process needs to be
made simpler and disabled-friendly. The Software for
Assessment of Disabled for Access, Rehabilitation and
Empowerment (SADAREM) camps should be held at
regular intervals, and the time and location should be
conveyed to the applicants well in advance. Feedback
from disabled persons indicates the following types of
support: financial assistance for business or enterprise,
counselling and medication for mental disability,
artificial (prosthetic) limbs or aids or equipment for
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the affected parts, special or customized vehicles for
mobility, and support for surgical interventions.

Team: Bhasker, K

7. Status of Housing and Household Amenities
Among Scheduled Castes in Telangana State

Demand for housing is on the rise on account of a
variety of factors. A tenth of the SC households live
in rented houses in the state. Less than half (47%) of
the houses are pucca in nature; the remaining structures
are semi-pucca (47%) and kutcha (7%). Only a third
(33%) of the surveyed households reported having
benefited from a government housing scheme. This,
along with the kutcha and semi-pucca nature of
housing, indicates a huge unmet demand for housing
through government interventions. The average age
of the existing houses is 20 years, indicating that the
share of recent constructions is very low. The average
homestead area is just 160 sq yards, and half of the SC
houses do not have a separate kitchen.

Although household-level water availability is nearly
universal, a significant proportion of SC households
(33%) incur monthly expenses (Rs 130 on average)
since they buy drinking water from private sources.
Hence, there is a need to improve the water quality
to make it safe and potable. Despite the visible
improvements in sanitation, 17% of the SC households
across the state do not have a toilet facility on their
premises. More than half (55%) of the houses are not
connected to the sewerage system, as the SC houses are
segregated from the main village or urban location,
with some of them living in slums in urban areas.
Therefore, the SC localities need holistic and targeted
interventions to address the deprivation in housing and
sanitation.

Team: Parupally Anjaneyulu, Laxman Rao Sankineni

1.2.3 Child Protection Resource Centre
(CPRC)

Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) in
collaboration with UNICEE HFO has established
Child protection resource centre (CPRC) at CESS

11
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campus in the year of 2016 to address the child
protection issues in Telangana initially with future
scope of extending services to Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka. The overall goal of the proposed project
is strengthening ICPS implementation in Telangana
states through establishing knowledge hub by bringing
research, building knowledge and advocacy with policy
makers and then facilitating the process with states to

establish CP MIS.

Broadly the proposed centre intended to create a
protective child friendly environment for all children
with a concept of no child leave behind. The proposed
Child Protection Resource Centre will focus on driving
the implementation of evidence-based interventions
for children and families who are at risk, working
closely with concerned departments in Telangana state,
in partnership with non-government and community
sector.

The child protection resource centre will function
on:

Research and Evaluation: There has been relatively
litle research to inform policy makers and service
providers on the most effective strategies to prevent
and respond to child abuse and neglect. The Centre
will explore innovative systems to address this issue
at a state level, by creating a knowledge base that
has relevant and practical application. Develop
appropriate methodologies for engaging vulnerable and
marginalised children and families in child protection
research to provide contextually driven solutions to
complex problems.

CESS team have experience in randomised controlled
trials, nationally representative surveys, observational
studies, experimental and longitudinal research, multi-
level modelling using administrative and survey data,
and the use of grounded theory and thematic approaches
in analysing qualitative data. This will help to shape the
social policy landscape at a policy making level. Having
achieved national and international recognition in a
number of theme focused publications, as a designated
research centre our priority is to ensure our research
makes a difference to the lives of vulnerable children,
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enabling early intervention to help families support
themselves.

Practice Solutions: Putting policy into practice
and ensuring service delivery adheres to theoretical
objectives underlines, not only the relevance of the DCS
research, but also our strengths in turning knowledge
into workable solutions, in collaboration with our
partner organisations. With this support the proposed
resource centre will have skilled professionals to help
to shape and sharpen child protection practice through
training and implementation, executive support and a
process of review to ensure best practice is maintained
and embedded across organisations.

In this context CESS have expertise in strengthening
program design and logic, providing gap analysis,
supporting organisational change, offering strategic
implementation advice, creating leadership strategies
and facilitating safe practice environments and staff
selection.

Policy Solutions: The resource centre offers a tailored
service to those responsible for the formulation of policy
in the arena of child protection. Through advocacy
and consultation, CESS have expertise in finding the
right solutions to the right problems, backed by strong
evidence bases, to facilitate good working outcomes.

Objectives

1. To support the development of a relevant accessible
evidence base for child protection practice and
policy development.

2. To support the development of training and
that
development of positive, responsive and forward

learning  opportunities promote  the

looking programme and policies in the state

3. To stimulate exchange of dialogue and learning on
child protection sector and strengthen advocacy
for child centered policy through evidence based
research and networking.

Goal

To enhance the quality of child protection services and
policies across in the state through a resource center,
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which will provide technical assistance, knowledge
and research to support the development of policy
and practice by a variety of stakeholders, including
governments and civil society organizations.

The Child Protection Resource Centre will focus on
the following:

1. Technical assistance to policy makers and
practitioners through advocacy and capacity
building on child protection

2. Knowledge and research services in support of
policy and practice by a range of stakeholders,
including Government

The 2024 Annual Report Child Protection Resource
Centre supported by UNICEE located at The Centre
for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) gives an
overview the list of programs and activities undertaken

during the year by the CPRC team.

The major areas of interventions are:

1. Training to Police/ Law Enforcement Officials
on Child Protection Issues:

Provided Technical support and facilitated a meeting
with the Police Department, Sangareddy Dist., at the
Superintendent of Police, Sangareddy, on diverse child
protection concerns at the district level, as well as the
execution of the diversion principle. In this meeting
Sti CH Rupesh I. P S, Superintendent of Police,
Sangareddy, Dr. P Ashok Addl. Superintendent of
Police, Sangareddy and Mr. P. David Raj, Sr. Program
Manager, CPRC-UNICEF participate. Child-Friendly
Police Stations establish child-friendly rooms with
amenities like a washroom, sitting area, and play area
in 11 police stations. Principle of Diversion as request
was made to UNICEF to develop procedures and
guidelines for the implementation of the principle of
diversion at the police station level.

April 2 facilitated as session on the POCSO Act at
the Telangana State Police Academy (TSPA) for the in-
service Cls & Sls. The session had 10 women police

and 20 men police who shared about the PS level issues
with reference to cases booked under the POCSO Act.
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Later facilitated a session for the offenders who
were caught by the SHE teams on various violations
they had made under IPC: 354 and other offences
against women like eve teasing. More than 180 men
participated in the session, where they were warned
about the punishments for the offences they had and
how it affects lives of a victim and the consequences
they could face if they repeated the offence. A group
of professional psychologists gave those sessions on
behavioural change and goal setting to improve their
lives moving away from such harmful and offensive
behaviour

2. Training of Trainers (ToT) for child protection
workforce:

Training on the TOT- Training of Trainers on Snehitha
Programme conducted in Govt High school on safe
childhood to line department officials for Women
Development & Child Welfare department, Education,
Police, DRDA, Agriculture Departments and etc.

3. Technical support to the Department of WD
&CW, High court and police:

1. Provided Technical support and facilitated
a meeting on district-level meeting held
in Adilabad. The involvement of these
departments and organizations signifies a
multi-faceted approach, addressing various
aspects of child well-being. The collaboration

that expertise from different

domains contributes to the development and

ensures

implementation of comprehensive strategies to
safeguard children in the Adilabad District. 140
participated ( 60 male and 80 female) in the
meeting on Development of Child Protection
Plan Joint review with Line Departments —
District Level Meeting brought together a
diverse group of stakeholders, including the
Labour Department, Police Department,
District  Child Protection Unit, District
Welfare Officer, Child Welfare Committee,
Integrated Tribal Development Department,
Child  Development  Project  Ofhicers,
Supervisors, Child Marriage Prohibition
Ofhicers, Education Department, District

13
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Hub for Empowerment of Women, Sakhi,
Revenue Department, and NGOs working
with children

CPRC-UNICEEF supported the Child’s Right
to Identity and supportive documentation
for the children living in CCls of Hyderabad,
which was led by the Dist. Collector & GHMC
Commissioner, DCPU Hyderabad — WCD.
Participated in the certificate distribution
program along with Hor’ble for Transport and
BC Welfare- Telangana Mr. Ponnam Prabhkar,
Sony George — CP Specialist UNICEF and the
other officials. About 300 participants, which
included NGOs running CCls, Children from
CClIs and other revenue officials were given
Certificates. 2700 children among various
CClIs of Hyd Dist., who did not have Caste,
AADHAR Card, Birth Certificates etc..
were given the identity documents. Officers
participated in  Certificate  Distribution
to children of Child Care Institutions in
Hyderabad District. 2447 Identity certificates
to the children were distributed. 2447
children received the identity certificates in the
Hyderabad district of Child Care Institutions.

Advocacy meet with the Director- JW Dept
on 7% May-2024 at Vijayawada. Sony CP
Specialist, UNICEF and David Sr. PM-
CPRC, discussed issues related to Care Leavers
in AP and advocated with the Department to
appoint a Nodal Officer for After Care in AP
Prepared and shared with the Dept. the Job
Description of the After Care, Nodal Officer
and along with the Govt of India Guidelines
for After Care program about Care Leavers
and their enumeration in the State.

Provided Technical support and facilitated to
the Government Teachers training on POCSO
Act at Commissioner of Police, Hyderabad.
70 members participated in Government
Teachers training on the POCSO Act at the

Commissioner of Police, Hyderabad.

Provided Technical support and facilitated
workshop on JJ Act and POCSO Act to all

the Child welfare Police Officers SJPU, CCls
and other Stakeholders at the Mahabubnagar.
The total number of 90 participated in
the workshop JJ Act and POCSO Act. In
inaugural session Mr. Harshavardhan, IPS,
Superintendent of Police, Mr. Chitharanjan,
IPS, Trainee, Superintendent of Police, Mr.
P David Raj, St. Consultant, UNICEE Mr.
Ramulu, Additional Superintendent of Police,
Mrs. Jyothi, DWo, Spl Deputy Collector.
Mrs. Esther Grace, JJB Member, Mr. Md.
Nayeemuddin, CWC Chairperson. And other
Stakeholders are Child Line, CCls, DCPU
and Police dept.

. Prepared Draft Guidelines for implementation

of the Principle of Diversion in Police stations.
Visited Sangareddy district to monitor the
progress of establishing the Child Friendly
Conner’s in 10 Police stations across the district
It was observed that thus far in setting-up
CEFCs has happened in Sangareddy Rural (PS),
Ameenpur (PS), Patancheru (PS) and Jogipet
(PS), Sangareddy Town(PS), Sadasivpet (PS).
The BDL Bhanoor (PS) is completed, the other
PSs where the CFCs work has to be completed
are  Narayankhed(PS), Jarasangam(PS),
Zaheerabad(PS). These will be completed in
a few days’ time. Annual Review meeting at
Secretariat - with Secretary -WCD Ms. Vakati
Karuna & Ms. Kati Wesley IAS — Director-
WCD and other HODs/ Reps — All sectors
specialists of UNICEF- HFO. The focus areas
were Nutrition, Health (M&C) and WASH,
Education and CP. UNICEF presented the
programs/ interventions done by each section
and the government. requested technical
support from UNICEF FY-2024 in the areas
of Health, Nutrition and CP.

. Participated in a meeting of Dept. of School

education -participation by various NGOs
also working with children on mental health
and life skills. The meeting was chaired
by Commissioner School Education Ms.
Devasena IAS and Secretary to Govt. for
Education Burra Venkatesham 1.A.S.
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8. Visited Vijayawada along with representatives
from UNICEE Mr. Sony and Mr. Murali,
and held meetings with Justice Sujata and Ms.
Vetri Selvi, IAS, Director, Women and Child
Development Department, Government of

Andhra Pradesh.

Key Decisions in the meetings:

a.

Care Leavers: The list of Care Leavers is to be
compiled. WCD to link required support to the
identified Care Leavers, including their entitlement
certificates, career guidance linkages.

Capacity Development of CWCs, JJB members:
The recruitment of CWCs, JJB members will be
completed by June 2024 once the Election Code of
Conduct is over. UNICEF will build the capacities
of all CWCs and JJB members.

Psycho-social support: UNICEF informed
that they are associated with AIIMS Mangalagiri
to support psycho-social issues of children and
Capacity building of
the counsellors working in children’s homes and
DCPUs could be supported by UNICEF in
partnership with AIIMS, Mangalagiri.

adolescents in the state.

d. Adolescent Empowerment and Ending Child

Marriages: UNICEF explained the activities
supported in 7 priority Districts (Vizianagaram,
Guntur, Prakasam, Anantapur, Sri Sathya Sai,
Kurnool and Kadapa) to protect, empower, and
educate adolescent girls who are outside schools
and colleges in the age group of 15-19 years to
enable them to become self-reliant, aware citizens
with special focus on reduction of child marriages.

UNICEEF informed that 700 Master Trainers were
trained in each of the above 7 districts, including
CDPOsand Supervisors of ICDS. Over 50 thematic
issues were identified for the empowerment of
adolescent girls. Nearly 30,000 out-of-school/
college adolescent girls were identified by ICDS

teams across the state.

The following key decisions were taken:

To issue guidelines on the formation of Adolescent

Collectives to all PDs.
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To follow up on the formation of Adolescent
Collectives o Formation of adolescent collectives
at Village level with 10-15 girls available in the
village/sector

To organize weekly meetings with Adolescent
Collectives to empower them on issues related to
health, nutrition, education and empowerment
areas.

VC to be organized with PDs and CDPOs to
validate AGs data submitted by

UNICEF will update and share the calendar for
the weekly meetings with Adolescent Collectives
including thematic videos

Validate the out of school/college adolescent girl’s
data with the data of open school society and
school education department wherever possible.

Send a proposal to Department of School
Education for permanent fee exemption to school
dropout adolescents for SSC & Intermediate exams
of AP Open School Society (APOSS) to encourage

dropouts to mainstream into the system.

UNICEEF to develop/share good IEC/BCC material
including social media campaign on adolescent
issues including promoting Women Helpline
(181) and Child Helpline (1098) numbers for
creating awareness among public on women and
children’s issues.

CPRC team facilitated sessions on Missing children,
Track Child Portal and Child Help Line to newly
recruited Sub Inspector of Police at Telangana state
Police Academy. There were around 380 SI trainees
are going through the induction training.

. Training support to the CCL on Case

Management and Minimum standards to be
maintained in CCls:

1. Began Case Management Support work at
MC Sister — Nirmala Shishu Bhavan a CCI
for the abandoned disabled children. Provided
the technical support to Missionaries of
Charity (Nirmala Sishu Bhavan) CCI on the
strengthening case management of the children
and given orientation to the staff on JJ act
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Rules. 28 girls individual case files as per the
JJ Act rules are provided with the support and
strengthened the care management who have
received the identity certificates to children.

Provided Technical support and facilitated on
Capacity Building on JJ Act 2015 and POCSO
Act to ASRITHA Organization staff. Mr.
Nagaraja Secretary of ASRITHA organization
and the staff of ASRITHA's Community Social
Workers, Open shelter staff and CCI staff. The
organization is working with the vulnerable
children in the Children homes and protection
issues in the 150 wards of Greater Municipal
Cooperation  of Hyderabad (GHMC).
The total of 40 staff has participated in the
workshop on JJ ACT and POCSO Act.

Organized and also facilitated the training
program on Case Management and Preparation
of Individual Care Plan (ICP) for CClIs staff in
Hyderabad. The program was organized by the
CPRC - UNICEF and WDC Department at
Maredpally Training Center. Explain about the
visit of technical team from CPRC UNICEF
to support the CCls on Case Management. 85
participants attended the training programme.
Mr. Ankeshwar Rao - Districc Welfare
Office, Hyderabad, Mr. Srinivas DCPU and.
Mr.Vijay Bhasker (PO IC) and CClIs staff
from Hyderabad provided training.

Meeting with CCls of Hyderabad on Case
Management and preparation of ICP. 49 CCls
of Hyderabad Dist. were given orientation on
the documentation process for each child in

the CCI and the aspects of Case Management.

Meeting with DCPU team and the DWO
Hyderabad about the Case Management
support to the 49 CCls in Hyderabad District.
Order issued by the DWO Hyderabad to the
CClIs about the CPRC support visits and the
schedule thereof.

5. Care Leavers:

L.

Held a meeting at the UNICEF Office with
the Delhi team to discuss matters related to the
Care Leavers Network (CLiN). Ms. Anisha, a
Care Leaver, was nominated for an award at the
Bombay Stock Exchange and received it from
Mrs. Smriti Irani, Minister of Women and
Child Development. The Minister appreciated
Anisha’s work and invited her to her residence
in Delhi, where the CLiN team also met her.
During the meeting, the lack of a permanent
address for Care Leavers was highlighted, and
it was suggested that the DCPU offices across
India could be used as official correspondence
addresses. Mr. David Raj, Senior Programme
Manager, CPRC, presented a PPT on data
analysis of children in Child Care Institutions
(CCls) aged 15-23 years. The key points for the
way forward included: issuing state-wise orders,
conducting training for DCPU and Nodal
Ofhcers, addressing documentation challenges
(Aadhaar Card, Voter ID, Address Proof), and
facilitating the Rs. 4,000 scholarship under the

Mission Vatsalya scheme.

Meeting with CLAT Board Members at Udyan
Care. Had mentoring and visioning session
with the Care Leavers who are heading the
CLAT. The discussion involved old members
of CLAT except for Ms. Sahitya. The team
discussed about the issues faced by the CLs
and Yadagiri a member of CLAT narrated the
process he had undertaken to get data of CLs
and the data gaps that needed clarification. The
members were given a target of number of CL
they would reach-out to in a year and how they
would revamp the current CLAT members. It
was decided that the number of CLAT Lead
will be raised to 7 and will include new CLs
who would want to be part of leadership. Ms.
Nandini who is part of the LIFT discussion
expressed her interest to be part of the CLAT
Leadership.
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3. Held a meeting at UNICEF with Sony to

review ongoing programs and discuss future
plans. Apprised about the Care Leavers (CLs)
meeting and shared information on the
formation of Care Leavers Associations in

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

Online meeting with the DCPOs and PO-ICs
all the districts on Care Leavers and After Care
-organized by WD & CW Department with
technical support from CPRC. Oriented them
on identification of Care Leavers and potential
Care Leavers and services to be provided based
on letter issue by Government of India. Total
80 participants participated from Telangana
State. CPRC shared the PPT on Care Leavers

and Formats for collection of Data.

6. Mental Health interventions:

1.

Facilitated a session for the CCI staff of
Navajeen (60 nos) on child substance abuse
and the related issues. Provided technical
support to Don Bosco teams on mental health,
addiction related issues related to children,
ensured to provide doctors, psychologist and
psychiatrist as resource persons for the training
program.

7. Adolescents:

L.

Organized Adolescent Consultation with the
child club members of communities to address
the issues to promote adolescent participation
and strength the child clubs in the communities
with participation of 170 children (boys &
gitls) this program was organized by CPRC -
UNICEEF in collaboration with APSA.

Adolescents programs on Meenakka Muchatllu
and Pillala Vinodam in 12 communities was
conducted. The program was organized by
APSA in collaboration with CPRC- UNICEE
The program is mainly to understand
importance of children holistic development
in all aspects (health, education, nutrition and
etc.) this is in the audio form Pillala Vinodam
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for children and for mothers Meenakka
Muchatllu

Adolescents
Development Program in GHMC Areas at
CESS on 30" Sept. A Total of 42 adolescents
(Boys -12 and Girls -30) and 10 Mentors
participated in the program. The children were

Leadership

prepared for the leading adolescents in their
communities and the advocacy role they need

to play with the government stakeholders,
especially the GHMC officials

Adolescents
Development Program in GHMC Areas
at CESS on 9% October, 2024. A Total of
70 adolescents (Boys -38 and Girls -3) and
10 Mentors participated in the program.

Leadership

The children were prepared for the leading
adolescents in their communities and the

advocacy role they need to play with the govt.
stakeholders especially the GHMC officials.

. Facilitated and provided technical support

on Child Rights, Life skills and Al (Artificial
Intelligence) training to Adolescent Leaders
-Hyd (AEP). The total no.of 45 (20- boys
& 25-girls) adolescent participated in the
program, this program was organized by
the Mahitha in collaboration with CPRC-
UNICEF @ CESS.

. Facilitated technical support on Preparatory

training for the PILLALU-PRAJA Vani
Consultation on Adolescent issues & Awareness
at CESS, this program was organized by
the Mahitha in collaboration with CPRC-
UNICEE. 45 adolescent participated in the

program.

. Facilitated and provided technical support

on PILLALU-PRAJA Vani Consultation
with Public representatives, 150 children
participated in the program, this program was

organized by Mahitha and in collaboration
with CPRC UNICEE
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1.2.4 Research Unit for Studies in Inclusive
Development

The Research Unit on Inclusive Development focuses
on generating evidence-based knowledge, policy
insights, and analytical frameworks that promote
equitable and sustainable development across socio-
economic groups. Its scope spans interdisciplinary
research addressing disparities in access to resources,
opportunities, and outcomes. Specifically, the main
objectives of the research unit are to assess:

1. Inclusive Economic Growth

*  Analysis of income distribution, poverty dynamics,
economic growth, and labour market inclusion.

o Evaluation of economic policies affecting
marginalized communities, informal workers, and

rural populations.

2. Social Inclusion and Equity

¢ Study of inequalities based on gender, caste, tribe,
region, disability, age, and other social parameters.

e Assessment of access to education, health,

nutrition, housing, and social protection.

3. Governance, Institutions, and Public Polic

*  Examination of the role of local governance, public
institutions, and community-based organizations
in shaping inclusive outcomes.

* Evaluation of policies related to welfare
programmes, digital governance, and service

delivery.

4. Sustainable and Regional Development

* Research on regional disparities, rural-urban
linkages, and sustainable development pathways.

Focus on climate-resilient livelihoods, natural

resource management, and environmental justice.

The following studies are being undertaken under this
research unit and are currently in progress:

1. Historical FEvolution of Inclusive Growth and
Inclusive Development: A Systematic Review

2. Consumption Expenditure Inequalities in India

Household Energy Transition and Clean Fuel Use
in India
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1.3 INDIVIDUAL STUDIES
1.3.1 Completed Studies

(i) Evaluation of FPOs under the promotion of
Centre Sector Scheme of 10,000 FPOs.

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies was
awarded a project on Evaluation of FPOs under the
promotion of Centre Sector Scheme of 10,000 FPOs.
The project was sponsored by Small Farmers Agri-
business Consortium, SFAC, New Delhi. The SFAC
has clearly laid down the criteria for the evaluation of
FPOs based on the evaluation sheet provided with 44
questions and four components. The number of FPOs
allotted to the Centre for Economic and Social Studies
was 6 FPOs in Andhra Pradesh state and 28 FPOs
in Telangana State. The selection of FPOs was based
on the List provided by the SFAC, which determined
which implementing agency should be selected for the
selection of FPOs in various districts. All FPOs were
personally visited to gather the data and do evaluations.
In Andhra Pradesh, six FPOs were allotted from the
five districts, viz. Anantapur, Kurnool, Srikakulam,
Visakhapatnam and Vizianagaram. These FPOs have
started providing services for the members so that
they can gain experience and start input and output
businesses for the benefit of their members. The FPOs
doing business are able to benefit their members by
providing inputs at a cost less than the market rate.
The members are also able to save transportation costs
and labour charges. Veda Vahini FPO is the only FPO
that procures output like maize and paddy and sells it
to the civil supplies department. It is doing both input
and output business. The members are able to get a
minimum support price.

It was observed from the survey of 28 selected FPOs
in Telangana state that the members of the FPOs are
being benefitted after joining the FPOs. The members
were able to get input at costs less than the market
price. The FPOs who initiated output business were
able to link to the market and sell the procured output
at MSP. The members were able to save time, labour
charges, and transportation charges, and this led to an
increase in their incomes. The implementing agencies
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and the CBBOs have played an important role in the
development of FPOs in the state. Some of the FPOs
also have started sustainable practices; however, there
is a need to raise awareness about social sustainability
and environmental sustainability. Training programs
on sustainability are the need of the hour. Some of
the best practices can be replicated in other FPOs.
In conclusion, the Indian Governments Central
Sector Scheme for “Formation and Promotion of
10,000 Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs)” has
significantly contributed to the growth and success of
farmers in Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. The project
report was submitted to SFAC along with policy
suggestions.

Team: Arifa Sultana

Small  Farmers

Sponsored  by:

Consortium

Agri-Business

(ii) Occupational Diversification, Migration, and
Development of De-notified Tribes: A Study in
Telangana (2024)

This study, titled “Occupational Diversification,
Migration, and Development of De-notified Tribes:
A Study in Telangana,” is sponsored by the Indian
Council of Social Science Research, New Delhi
(ICSSR) and focuses on one of Telangana’s most
economically  disadvantaged and socio-culturally
vulnerable de-notified tribal communities. It examines
critical and relevant issues associated with the de-
notified tribal communities in Telangana. The study
investigates occupational diversification, petty trade,
street vending, migration, and the overall development
conditions among the de-notified tribes. The topics
addressed in the study are essential and relevant in the
current era, characterized by constantly changing socio-
economic scenarios, which affect the coping strategies
of the de-notified tribes in various ways.

The analysis was conducted based on data collected from
six randomly selected de-notified tribal communities
across six districts of Telangana in May 2024. The study
found that de-notified tribes lack housing, land, caste
certificates, MGNREGA job cards, and other welfare

benefits. They are socio-economically backward, where
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poverty and inequality among them are rampant.
DNTs need a holistic, welfare-oriented approach from
the government and society, which can bring parity,
prosperity, and peace to the communities.

Team: Vijay Korra

Sponsored by: Indian Council of Social Science

Research (ICSSR), New Delhi

(iii) Social Audit of Samagra Shiksha Scheme in
Selected Schools in Telangana

The project aimed at doing social audit of the Samagra
Shiksha Scheme to examine the access to education,
verify the status of infrastructure, quality, inclusivity,
focus on digital education and the implementation
challenges in Telangana state. The study used mixed
methods to collect data from selected 660 schools
to achieve the set objectives. Study results revealed
that the scheme has significantly improved access
to education, particularly for girls and marginalized
communities and children with disabilities. Some of
the challenges in the implementation of the scheme
found to be inadequate infrastructural facilities, lack
of transportation, inadequate funding for digital
infrastructure, library resources, sports equipment etc.
Addressing these issues is crucial for enhancing the
program’s impact.

Team: K.Chandrasekhar, P. Prudhvikar Reddy, S.Vijay
Kumar

Sponsored by: Directorate of School Education,
Government of Telangana

(iv) Social Audit of PM POSHAN Phase I Scheme in
Telangana

The social audit of PM POSHAN Phase I in Telangana
(Oct 2023-Apr 2024) covered 660 schools across
33 districts using surveys, focus group discussions,
document/financial checks, field observation, and one-
to-one interviews with headmasters, cook-cum-helpers,
MEOs/DEQs, health workers, and SMC chairpersons.
About 84% of schools were rural, around 10-12%
received meals from centralised kitchens while others
cooked on-site or at cooks’ residences. Participation
was high—on average 53 students ate per school and
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92% of enrolled children partook—though urban
non-participation (22.5%) exceeded rural (3.3%) due
to health, better household means, or quality concerns.
Daily quality checks occurred in 96% of schools, yet
18% reported quantity/quality lapses; menu adherence
on visit day was 80%. Most schools linked the
programme to improved enrolment and attendance,
social discrimination was rare (though some high
schools practiced gender-segregated seating), and food
wastage was more visible in urban/centralised models,
often tied to limited variety and oversized portions
for younger children. Health services were relatively
strong (95% reported check-ups; 69% had emergency
plans), but WASH gaps persisted: safe drinking water
was confirmed on audit day in only 58% of schools,
soap was intermittently unavailable, and ~17% toilets
were rated poor. Kitchens were generally clean; LPG
use (25%) coexisted with reliance on firewood; records
were mostly maintained though payment registers for
cooks were sometimes weak or delayed. Community
oversight by SMCs/PRIs was widespread, -45%
of schools reported post-2021 external support,
and innovations like kitchen gardens, wall posters,
complaint boxes, and children’s committees were
common. Persistent challenges include low/irregular
pay and retention of cooks, inadequate per-child
cooking cost amid price escalation (especially eggs/
vegetables), supply/space constraints (e.g., under-
weight rice bags, storage), and occasional disruptions
from CCH strikes pointing to the need for inflation-
indexing cooking costs, timely payments and register
upkeep, expanded LPG and WASH provisioning,
improved menu diversity/portioning, and stronger
digital/third-party verification and grievance redressal.

Team: E. Revathi, P. Prudhvikar Reddy, M. Bharath
Bhushan, C. Ravi, S. Vijay Kumar, and Sk. Adil Akram

Sponsored by: Director of School Education,
Government of Telangana

(v) Farmers’ satisfaction on Paddy procurement
process in Telangana state for the Yasangi season
(rabi) 2023-24

The Department of Civil supplies, Government of
Telangana has completed procurement of 48 lakh
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metric tons of 2023-24 rabi season paddy which
comprised even the stocks that were damaged in
rains. The govt had set up paddy procurement centers
two weeks in advance in March itself and started the
procurement. As many as 7,178 procurement centres
were opened compared to 6889 during the previous
government. Government has had given instructions
to the department of civil supplies to ensure that
farmers get their money quickly. It is against this
back a study was conducted in Telangana state with
an objective of assessing the farmers satisfaction with
paddy procurement in rabi season 2023-24 through
Telephonic survey. The study has also tried to assess the
awareness of farmers on the procurement process and
the conditions of procurement.

Out of a total universe of more than 8.5 lakh farmers
spread over Telangana state, a sample of 0.5% covering
5000 farmers were surveyed in 32 districts using
a customized App using CATI (computer Aided
Telephonic interview).

Government of Telangana through its department of
Civil supplies is ensuring the effective procurement of
paddy through various kinds of paddy procurement
centres in the state. This year, in general more than
ninety percent of the farmers who sold their paddy
in Yasangi season (rabi) 2023-24 at PPCs are happy
with the duration of money payment they received
as compared to previous season. Empirical evidence
clearly indicates that one fourth of the sampled farmers
received the money within six days of selling their
paddy. There is a vast scope for improvement in the
area of improvement of facilities at PPCs including
the machinery. Major complaint reported by farmers
include, unregulated cuttings at PPCs and Mill level,
delay in weighing and transportation, higher hamali
charges and in some places collusion of PPC staff with
lorry drivers and millers. The empirical evidence calls
for the need to have more government control over
mills so as to rescue the farmers from exploitation.
Tribal areas in particular need strict vigilance as the
discrepancies were high. Awareness about the tollfree
number has to be increased and the complaints given
by the farmers to this tollfree number should be
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kept confidential so as to avoid harassment in turn
to the farmers who have raised the complaint. The
governments’ efforts for effective paddy procurement
can further be strengthened by addressing some of
the major constraints reported by the farmers and
incorporating the suggestion given by the farmers into
the paddy procurement policies of the Telangana state.

Team: B. Suresh Reddy
Sponsored by: The Department of Civil Supplies,

Government of Telangana

(vi) End Line Study of Knowledge, Attitude and
Practices (KAP) of Citizens in Telangana State
(funded by Election Commission of India)

Periodic elections to all the levels — Parliament,
State Assembly and Local Bodies, is sine qua-non
in Parliamentary democracy. This process gives
opportunity to the voters to reflect on the governance
of the incumbent parties in power and give people
chance to change the incumbent governments in case
they are not happy with the policies and programmes of
the government. In a similar way, if citizens are happy
and satisfied with the incumbent government they will
endorse the policies and programmes by re-electing the
incumbent government/parties to the centres of power.
In this way, people/citizens will get an opportunity in
Parliamentary democracy to exercise their franchise
in favour of party/parties to whom they feel that
good governance is delivered. This system of regular
elections to the various levels of governance is unique
in parliamentary democracies unlike in totalitarian set-
up, where regular elections will be generally absent.

The broad objective of this Research Study (KAP study)
was to collect sufficient data and knowledge from the
Citizens about their Knowledge, Attitude and Practices
(KAPD) related to various aspects of Election as a part
of understanding the broad issue of “Voters” Education
and Electoral Participation’ in Telangana State in the
recently concluded 2024 Parliament Elections. For
the study a total of six Parliament Constituencies, of
the 17 PCs, 12 Assembly Constituencies (ACs) out
of 119 ACs were selected. The details of selected PCs,
ACs and the sample respondents in each of the ACs
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(by highest polled station and lowest polled station)
are shown in the table (1.2) in the main text. The rate
of non-compliance is nil and in fact the study covered
more respondents than contemplated (1268 sample
respondents as against 1200 respondents proposed). In
addition to the large study covering 1268 respondents
with the help of a structured schedules (quantitative
survey), the study also undertook an in-depth study
with the help of semi-structured schedule with the
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) who are the grass root
level polling personnel in charge of election process. A
total number of 24 BLOs were contacted covering all
the sample ACs and the polling stations (numbering
twenty-four) and their perceptions, views and
challenges were presented.

An analysis of the AC wise respondents’ knowledge
about the place where they can get registered as a
Elector/voter reveals that higher number informed
voter centre (33.7%); followed by Panchayat Office
(27.8%); VHA/NVSP/ECI Website (21.8%); Mandal
Office (11.8%); MPDO/BDO (3.9%) and lastly
Collector’s Office (1.1%). Comparison of electoral
population between the time periods (2018 and 2024)
in Telangana State indicates that in 2018 males were
slightly higher (50.46%) than female voters (49.53%),
when it came to the year 2024, female voters were
slightly higher (50.25%) than male voters (49.69%).
The AC wise respondents enrolled in the voter list
tells us that a high percentage (98.4%) of them
were enrolled while a small section (1.6%) were not
enrolled in the voters list. It was analysed whether our
respondents were aware of such c-Vigil App, “a large
majority (92.0%) were not aware” and only a small
section (9.0%) were aware of such c-Vigil App.

Team: M. Gopinath Reddy Principal investigator and
B. Suresh Reddy

Sponsored by: Election Commission, Government of
Telangana

(vii) A Situational Analysis of the Financial Status
of the PRIs in Telangana State in the Context
of II SFC

The main objective of this research is to understand
the finances of the PRIs in the state of Telangana in
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the context of institutionalisation of the Second State
Finance Commission (FSFC) in the state. Further, it
is to understand that how the issues of Finances of the
PRIs have been taken up by the State Government
in the state and what are the overall implications of
this process on making PRIs effective and viable for
delivering goods and services. It is also intended to
understand the finances of the state and the status of
OSR of the state. The main source of this research and
its objective is based on the formation of the II SFC
in the state and emerging issues of the finances of the
state and how it will influence the finances of the PRIs
of the state.

Team: M. Gopinath Reddy

Sponsored by: Telangana State Finance Commission,
Government of Telangana

(viii) Carbon Neutrality and Trade: Green Initiatives
of ASEAN

This project investigates how energy trade, both
renewableand non-renewable, influences CO, emissions
and economic growth. With advanced econometric
models and scenario-based analysis, including net-zero
pathways, it offers policy recommendations tailored to
ASEAN nations. By integrating factors like renewable
energy adoption, carbon finance, and urbanization,
this initiative aims to guide ASEAN towards balanced
growth while achieving net-zero emissions by 2050.

Team: C.T. Vidya

Sponsored by: Economic Research Institute for
ASEAN and East Asia, Indonesia

1.3.2 Ongoing Studies

(i) Traditional vs Modern Systems of Medicines and
Healthcare Seeking Behaviour of Households:
Status, Opportunities and Constraints in
Ayurvedic Healthcare Adoption in India. (2022-
2024)

Ensuring good health and well-being for all is a core
objective under the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs), yet significant challenges
persist. The global health care is witnessing a shift,
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with non-communicable diseases emerging as the
leading cause of mortality, while the risk of infectious
diseases resurging due to climate change, antimicrobial
resistance, and rapid urbanisation remains high. These
evolving health dynamics demand more inclusive and
adaptive healthcare strategies.

Traditional and Complementary Medicine (T&CM),
particularly in the form of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga,
Unani, Siddha, Sowa Rigpa, and Homoeopathy), has
gained growing recognition for its role in enhancing
healthcare access and choice, especially in a country
like India where pluralistic health systems coexist.
While national data indicate limited but notable
utilisation of AYUSH systems—especially Ayurveda—
there is limited understanding of the factors driving
healthcare-secking behaviour and system preference
among households. This study seeks to fill that gap
by critically examining the patterns, preferences, and
determinants of household healthcare choices, with
a specific focus on the adoption and utilisation of
Ayurveda.

The study analyses healthcare-seeking behaviour
(HSB) and households” adoption of various traditional
or modern healthcare systems, specifically focusing
on Ayurveda. It adopts a mixed-method approach
and employs national-level household data, Ayurveda
institutional patient cases, and patient surveys of
the various Arya Vaidya Salas, Kottakkal’s Ayurveda
Hospital and Research Centres, and household
surveys in Kerala. Analysis indicates that AYUSH is
adopted in differing degrees nationwide for treating
various ailments, with Ayurveda as the most preferred
AYUSH, followed by homoeopathy. The institutional
data and patient surveys show that Ayurveda caters to
the healthcare needs of individuals of different ages,
especially middle-aged adults and genders, specifically
for treating non-communicable diseases (NCDs) or
chronic diseases related to the neuromuscular and
musculoskeletal systems. Household surveys indicate
that households with members having pre-existing
conditions like diabetes, hypertension, cholesterol, or
osteoarthritis are significantly more likely to require or
seek healthcare. They are more likely to seck immediate
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healthcare for circulatory system-related or endocrine/
nutritional diseases and less likely for musculoskeletal
diseases. The analysis also indicates that households
with members having musculoskeletal diseases and
depending on the primary health centres are more
likely to adopt Ayurveda. Household health literacy
and awareness also significantly influence their HSB.
While Ayurveda provides significant opportunities
for treating NCDs, more research and funding must
be encouraged to validate Ayurveda’s scientific basis
by developing its standardised terminologies and
diagnostic tools to aid stakeholders in making informed
healthcare choices.

Team: Jeena T Srinivasan, Centre for Economic and
Social Studies, Hyderabad, P R Ramesh, Arya Vaidya
Sala Kottakkal, Kerala, K Mahesh, Arya Vaidya Sala
Kottakkal, Kerala

Sponsored by: Indian Council of Social Science
Research, New Delhi

(ii) Social Economy of Dried Fish: A Study of
Fish Consumption in Kerala (2022-present) as
part of the Partnership Project on Dried Fish
Matters: The Social Economy of Dried Fish in
South and Southeast Asia for Enhanced Well-
being and Nutrition

This study investigates the role of dried fish within
the non-vegetarian food basket of Kerala households,
focusing on regional preferences and consumption
patterns across the state. Kerala, with its distinct
topography—lowland, midland, and highland—has
diverse food habits shaped by historical migration,
land use patterns, and access to resources. In earlier
decades, highland settlers, especially Christians from
Travancore, relied heavily on preserved items like dried
fish due to poor infrastructure and the absence of fresh
food supplies.

The study draws on the Theory of Planned Behaviour,
which

attitudes, subjective norms, and perceived behavioural

explains consumer decisions based on
control. In this context, consumer attitudes include

quality, price, and taste; social norms relate to
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peer recommendations and media influence; and
behavioural control involves affordability and access.
To capture regional and socioeconomic variation,
six districts were purposively selected—Wayanad
(highland), Malappuram (midland), and Alappuzha
(lowland) from above-average poverty districts; and
Idukki (highland), Kottayam (midland), and Thrissur
(lowland) from below-average poverty districts. This
ensured representation across geography, caste, religion,
and economic status.

Survey results showed that fresh fish dominates the
non-vegetarian diet in Kerala. Over 95% of households
reported fresh fish consumption during the 30-day
reference period. Dried fish consumption, while lower
overall, is significant, increasing from 28.5% (7 days)
to 43.64% (30 days). It was notably higher in highland
regions, where per capita dried fish consumption was
more than twice that of lowlands, due to limited access

to fresh fish.

Dried fish provides the highest protein-to-cost ratio
(2.19), making it the most affordable protein source
compared to chicken (1.49), fresh fish (1.15), and beef
(0.71). Its nutritional value (63g protein per 100g)
makes it crucial for food security, particularly in tribal
and low-income households. However, several barriers
affect consumption: poor quality due to inadequate
drying, high salt content, lack of hygienic packaging,
and the disappearance of traditional preservation
practices.

Health concerns and perceptions—such as associating
dried fish with unclean practices or substituting it with
papad—also limit its consumption. The study finds that
dried fish is both culturally rooted and economically
important, especially in highland regions. However,
changing lifestyles, infrastructure, and perceptions
have altered its place in household diets. The findings
underscore the need to improve supply chains, ensure
hygienic production, and raise consumer awareness to
retain dried fish as a viable, nutritious protein option in
Kerala’s evolving food system.

Team: Jeena T Srinivasan
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Sponsored by: Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council (SSHRC), Canada, coordinated by
the University of Manitoba, Canada.

(iii)Dried Fish Matters: Mapping the Social
Economy of Dried Fish in Andhra Pradesh, as
part of the Partnership Project on Dried Fish
Matters: The Social Economy of Dried Fish in
South and Southeast Asia for Enhanced Well-
being and Nutrition. (2018-present)

This study examines the dried fish sector in Andhra
Pradesh, a critical yet underexplored component of
India’s marine fisheries. Dried fish plays a vital role in
ensuring food and nutritional security, especially for
low-income houscholds, due to its affordability, long
shelf life, and rich protein content. It also supports
the livelihoods of thousands, particularly women,
who dominate processing and petty trading activities.
Despite its significance, the sector has remained largely
informal and outside the purview of mainstream policy
and institutional support.

The study is situated in the context of broader ecological,
economic, and social changes in marine fisheries in
India and Andhra Pradesh. Over the past four decades,
the marine fisheries sector has witnessed a decline in
its share of total fish production, shrinking from 63%
in 1980-81 to 35% in 2020-21, with rising concerns
over overfishing, declining fish stocks, and resource
depletion. Andhra Pradesh, with a 974 km coastline
and contributing nearly 14% to national marine
production, has seen shifts in fishing technologies,
reduced labor intensity, and increased marginalization
of small-scale actors in the dried fish value chain.

The study objectives included (1) mapping regional
and value chain-specific variations in dried fish
production, processing, and marketing; (2) examining
how socioeconomic and gender dynamics interact with
ecological and market structures; and (3) identifying
challenges and adaptive strategies that can improve
sustainability and resilience.

The fieldwork was conducted in selected fishing villages
and landing centres across Visakhapatnam, East
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Godavari, Krishna, and Guntur districts, purposively
chosen based on their involvement in fish drying
activities. The methodology combined qualitative
and systems-based approaches, drawing on the Social-

Ecological Systems (SES) and Food Systems (FS)

frameworks.

Key findings reveal diverse procurement practices,
ranging from direct fish purchases to auction-based
systems, often shaped by trust and informal contracts.
Women are central to fish drying and value addition,
operating through mutual labour-sharing networks
and informal associations. However, they face systemic
constraints: spatial and gender-based exclusion
from markets, flawed entry fee systems, exposure to
harassment, limited credit access, and inadequate
infrastructure. Retailers and wholesalers operate under
high competition and limited financial support, while
casual laborers—especially women—face insecure jobs
and poor working conditions.

Despite these challenges, women exhibit resilience
and strong social capital. The study underscores
the need for equity-sensitive governance, improved
processing technologies, and gender-inclusive policies.
Recognizing dried fish as a critical livelihood, nutrition,
and cultural resource is essential to strengthening the
sustainability and inclusiveness of the fisheries food
system in Andhra Pradesh.

Team: Jeena T Srinivasan

Sponsored by: Social Sciences and Humanities
Research Council (SSHRC), Canada, coordinated by
the University of Manitoba, Canada.

(iv) Towards a Sustainable Future: The Critical Role
of Renewable Resources in Climate Action and
India’s Energy Transition

This study examines the crucial role that renewable
resources play in addressing climate change, with
a specific focus on India’s energy sector. Based on
secondary data and literature, it contextualizes the
climate emergency, largely driven by fossil fuel
combustion. It emphasizes the dual importance
of emission reduction and carbon sequestration
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through the protection and restoration of natural
ecosystems such as forests and water bodies. The study
identifies renewable energy sources—solar, wind,
hydropower, biomass, and geothermal—as enabling
factors in building climate resilience and sustainable
development.

It examines the global and Indian trends in energy
consumption, production, and emissions. In 2023,
global energy use reached approximately 620 exajoules
(EJ), with advanced economies and China accounting
for nearly 85% of global clean energy investments.
In comparison, developing countries, including
India, contributed only 15%, reflecting persistent
disparities in energy access and investment. India’s
energy consumption in 2023 was about 39 EJ, with
coal constituting 56% of the energy mix, higher than
the global average, which leans more heavily on oil
and natural gas. Although India’s renewable sector
is expanding—led by solar and wind—its overall
share remains modest, with major challenges in
infrastructure, financing, and grid integration.

This study reviews India’s key national initiatives under
the National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC),
comprising eight missions addressing renewable energy,
energy eﬁ':lciency, water security, ecosystem restoration,
and sustainable agriculture. These initiatives aim to
align climate mitigation with broader developmental
priorities, including poverty reduction and energy
access. Post-pandemic trends show a notable rise in
clean energy investments, spurred by technological
progress, economic drivers, and policy commitments,
although investment flows remain skewed towards
developed countries.

The study also examines the structural barriers
to renewable energy expansion, including weak
infrastructure and the increasing exposure of renewable
assets to extreme weather events. It draws attention to
significant intra-national disparities in energy access,
particularly affecting communities that still lack
reliable electricity and clean cooking technologies—
underscoring the need for inclusive and equitable
energy systems. It links India’s energy transition to the
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broader goal of climate mitigation, noting that limiting
global warming to 1.5°C requires rapid reductions in
fossil fuel dependence and a shift towards low-carbon
alternatives.

In conclusion, the study emphasises the need for
accelerated investment in renewable energy, enhanced
technological innovation, and comprehensive policy
reforms to achieve India’s target of net-zero emissions
by 2070. It underscores that India’s energy transition
is critical not only for global climate goals but also
for promoting sustainable development and ensuring
energy equity across the population.

Team: Jeena T Srinivasan

Sponsored by: Self-initiated

(v) Estimation of the Consumption of Chemical
Fertilizers in Andhra Pradesh during the years
2023-24 and 2024-25

Since the beginning of the Green Revolution, Indian
agricultural systems have dramatically shifted, driven
by technological advancements and the widespread use
of chemical fertilizers. This period marked a turning
point in agriculture, leading to increased crop yields,
enhanced food security, and the adoption of modern
farming practices. The introduction of high-yielding
crop varieties, alongside the intensified use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, revolutionized agricultural
productivity. However, this transformation has also
brought challenges, including environmental concerns
and the need for sustainable farming practices to
address the long-term impacts of intensive agriculture.
As a result, India’s agricultural landscape continues
to evolve, seeking a balance between technological
progress and ecological sustainability. Additionally, the
increase in input intensity has negatively impacted air,
land, and water quality, contributed to climate change,
and posed risks to human health. As the demand for
crop productivity and diversity continues to rise due
to factors like a growing population in India, shifting
dietary habits, and using crops for fuel, fodder, and
animal feed, the environmental burden also increases.
It is also crucial to recognize that providing nutritious
food for a growing population presents a significant
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challenge for policymakers, particularly in increasing
situation of agricultural intensification and excessive
use of fertilizers.

To address issues like high input costs, agricultural
distress, and soil degradation while promoting
sustainable ~ farming practices, successive state
governments in Andhra Pradesh have prioritized
agriculture. They have implemented a fiscal policy
approach to tackle these challenges and support farmers.
These efforts have involved implementing costly
programs to achieve 100% chemical-free agriculture
by 2030. The Andhra Pradesh Community Managed
Natural Farming (APCNF) initiative, previously
known as Zero Budget Natural Farming (ZBNF), was
introduced in 2016. This policy emphasizes providing
extensive training to farmers, delivered by government
agricultural extension workers known as community
resource persons. This initiative has positively impacted
the farmers’ livelihoods under the Rythu Sadhikara
Samstha (RySS). The primary objective of the study
is to estimate the consumption and value of chemical
fertilizers (Urea, Ammonia, Super Phosphate, Potash,
DAP, and Complex fertilizers) among Pre-Monsoon
Dry Sowing (PMDS) farmers and to compare these
with the consumption and value of fertilizers used by
control farmers i.e farmers using chemical fertilisers or
the non-CNF farmers) across major crops under both

irrigated and rainfed conditions.

Team: B. Suresh Reddy, Jadhav Chakradhar, C. Ravi
and P. Prudhvikar Reddy

Sponsored by: Rythu Sadhikara Samithi, Government
of Andhra Pradesh

(vi) Sample Verification of URVI Database for
Various Practices of Community Natural
Farming in Andhra Pradesh: Challenges and
Way forward A quant-qual study

This study aims to critically assess the ground-level
implementation and outcomes of the Andhra Pradesh
Community-Managed Natural Farming (APCNEF)
initiative, with a particular focus on verifying the
practices adopted by farmers and evaluating their
alignment with the data maintained by Rythu Sadhikara
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Samstha (RySS). In addition to validating the reliability
of the URVI database, the study seeks to facilitate
structured  dialogues among Community Natural
Farming (CNF) farmers and key stakeholders—such
as PMDS (Pre-Monsoon Dry Sowing) farmers, Village
Organizations (VOs), Self-Help Groups (SHGs),
SHG members, Non-Pesticide Management (NPM)
shop operators, Internal Community Resource Persons
(ICRDs),
evaluating the progress, identifying challenges, and
deliberating on key issues concerning APCNE Field

and other associated entities—towards

visits to farmers plots form a core component of the
study, enabling the research team to directly observe
natural farming practices, including the extent of
adoption, use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides,
and the continuation of PMDS farmers into S2S
(Seed-to-Seed) practices in subsequent seasons. A
mixed-methods research design, incorporating both
qualitative and quantitative approaches, has been
adopted to facilitate a comprehensive and evidence-
based evaluation of the APCNF initiative. This
methodological pluralism ensures the triangulation of
findings, thereby enhancing the depth, accuracy, and
credibility of the study outcomes.

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS)
will undertake data collection from a total of 10,400
PMDS farmers and other relevant stakeholders, based
on a sampling framework developed in alignment with
verified data from the URVI database maintained by
RySS. The final list of CI category farmers and Gram
Panchayats (GPs) for inclusion in the sample has been
systematically derived from this dataset. In support of
the fieldwork, the CESS research team has developed
and finalized a structured digital questionnaire
integrated into the KOBO Toolbox platform. This
instrument has been tailored to capture detailed
information aligned with the study’s objectives and
is appended to the official study documentation. The
sampling design encompasses a total of 208 GPs, with
district-level distribution guided by the number of
identified C1 cultivators. Each district will contribute
a minimum of 5 and up to 14 GPs to ensure balanced
geographical representation. A target of 400 farmers
per district will be surveyed, with the number of
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respondents per GP varying based on the number of
selected GPs in that district. GPs with fewer than 50
APCNF cultivators have been excluded to maintain
statistical robustness. In each GB a complete list
of APCNF farmers will be obtained through VOs,
ICRPs, or L1 farmers. Using a random sampling
method, 50 farmers will be selected per GP The
sampling will also apply proportional weightage to
various farmer categories to ensure the representation
of diverse farming typologies and practices within
each GP. This rigorous approach is designed to capture
intra-district and intra-GP variations in the adoption,
challenges, and outcomes of natural farming. The
findings of this study are expected to provide valuable
insights into the current status of APCNF practices
at the grassroots level, identify implementation gaps,
and offer actionable recommendations to enhance
the effectiveness, scalability, and sustainability of the
program.

Team: Y. Sreenivasulu, A. Rajani, C. Ravi, and P.

Prudhvikar Reddy

Sponsored by: Rythu Sadhikara Samstha (RySS),
Government of Andhra Pradesh

(vii) (a) Socio-economic Study of the Impact of
PVNR Open Cast Mining on Biodiversity,
Heritage and Socio-Religious Importance of
Ramappa Temple and Lakes

The Singareni Collieries Company Lid, (SCCL)
proposes to initiate two open cast mining units
viz.,, a) PV Narasimha Rao Open Cast mining at
Venkatapur village situated around 5 kms distance
from the Ramappa temple and lake, and b) KTK OC-
III Expansion at Basvarajupally village in Ghanpur
mandal of Bhupalapally district. These two open cast
mining units in close proximity raised concerns about
adverse impact on biodiversity, livelihoods and heritage
importance of Ramappa temple and other religious
sites in the area.

Ramappa temple constructed between 1212 and 1234,
near Palampet village in Mulugu mandal is a famous
temple of Kakatiya era, dedicated to God Shiva,
located 66 km from Warangal. It is the only heritage

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

Annual Report 2024-25 @SS

site in Telangana state which is declared as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in July 2021. Ramappa temple
complex is also unique and peerless for its science of
temple construction comprising floating bricks, sand
bed among other exceptional features of great art
and sculpture. It is part of an interlinked ecosystem
and belief system as described in the license granted
by UNESCO World Heritage.
on evaluating the potential impact of the two open

The study focuses

cast mining units on biodiversity, heritage and socio-
religious attachment of the people towards Ramappa
Temple and lake. It examines three areas viz., i) Impact
of mining activity on biodiversity; ii) Socio-economic
evaluation of mining versus Heritage in the long run;
and iii) Impact of mining activity on socio-religious
attachment of the communities towards Ramappa
Temple and Ramappa Lake. Study is crucial in
understanding the multifaceted consequences of large-
scale mining activities on the ecological, cultural and
social fabric of the region.

The methodology adopted for the study comprised a
blend of secondary data and primary data. Secondary
data is analysed for the history of the cultural heritage
and natural heritage, demography, socio-economic
aspects, livelihoods, beliefs and religious practices,
tourism etc. Tools are developed using appropriate
[relevant part of the Heritage Impact Assessment
format of National Monuments Authority (Ministry
of Culture, GOI) for study of heritage aspects of the
temple and sites socio-religious importance, along
with household interview schedule for socio-economic
assessment of current status of communities and their
occupations and living conditions. The study covered
1200 households from 40 villages in 10 km radius
of the two coal mining units, while the study area
for biodiversity and heritage importance of religious
sites is wider. Thirty respondents from each village
are randomly selected according to the proportion of
social category (castes/tribes) to the village population.
All required information through primary data on
current status of the population in the study area,
their perceptions and practices in regard to various
parameters to understand the impact of the proposed
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PVNR OC Mine is collected through structured

household interviews.

Team: E Revathi (Overall Project Coordinator),
Mamidi Bharath Bhushan (Project Coordinator),
M. Venkatanarayan (Associate), M Yadagiracharyulu
(Project Associate), Sateesh Suthari (Botanist), P
Anjaneyulu (Geographer), and P Sampath (Research

Associate)

Sponsored by: The Singareni Collieries Company Ltd,
Kothagudem

(vii) (b) Cost-Benefit Analysis of Two Mining
Projects of SCCL in Telangana

This is part of full study assessing the Two Mining
Projects of SCCL in Telangana. This past of the report
consists of cost-benefit analysis (CBA) of two coal
mining project of SCCL: PVNR-OC and the KTK-
OC Expansion projects. The analysis indicates that
although financial gains in terms of gross margin and
profitable are better. However, the environmental costs
especially the carbon related one, are considerable.
Overall, the social costs identified and estimated are
almost close to the economic gains. Besides, there are
many aspects of social costs and gains which are not
possible to estimate. Hence, the positive economic gains
over the social costs have to be taken into consideration
in policy decisions that have irreversible losses that
include social and environmental costs which are
irreversible and beyond the life cycle of mining project.

Team: Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Sponsored by: The Singareni Collieries Company
(SCCL) Ltd, Kothagudem

(viii) Development Initiatives for transforming
the socio-economic status of Marginalised
Communities in Andhra Pradesh State-Impact
of TSP and SCSP

The broad objective of the study is to examine the
process of socio-economic transformation that has
been taken place in the context of implementation of

the TSP and the SCSP in the states of Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana. Further, it is intended to explore
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how the implementations of these programmes have
impacted on quality of life of these communities
as a part of economic transformation. Further, it is
intended to explore the processes of implementation
of these programmes and the ways these programmes
have brought change in the socio-economic conditions

of the STs and SCs in the state.

Considering the broad objective, the specific
objectives are; (i) to examine working of TSP and
SCSP in the states since the enactment of the SCSP
and the TSP Act, 2013, (ii) to examine the pattern
and trends in transferring funds under these two
programmes from the State Government and (iii) to
explore the implementation of various development
programmes under TSP and SCSP and (iv) impact
of these programmes on promoting socio-economic
transformation of the STs and the SCs in the states. v)
To suggest few policies relevant recommendations to
strengthen the implementation of SCCP/TSP.

Team: M. Gopinath Reddy
Sponsored by: ICSSR, New Delhi

(ix) Social Audit of PM POSHAN Scheme in
Telangana: Phase 11

The Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM
POSHAN) scheme, formerly the Mid-Day Meal
Scheme, continues to serve as a critical intervention
addressing both nutritional and educational challenges
among children in government and government-
aided schools. In Telangana, its Phase II social audit,
conducted across all 33 districts in early 2025, reflects
significant achievements while also highlighting areas
requiring sustained policy attention.

Methodologically, the audit employed a mixed-
methods design, integrating semi-structured interviews,
focus group discussions, school observations, and
documentary reviews. This ensured triangulation of
findings and balanced quantitative evidence with
lived experiences of stakeholders. The survey covered
690 schools, 6,800 students, and nearly 1,000 other
stakeholders, representing a wide range of institutional

types.
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Students participating in the morning prayer during the assessment of the PM POSHAN Phase-1I Programme in Telangana State

The results show encouraging levels of participation,
with 92% of enrolled children availing of meals,
particularly in rural areas where near-universal coverage
was observed. While on-site preparation by cooks
was the norm, urban reliance on centralised kitchens
correlated with higher levels of non-participation
and food wastage. Despite initial concerns about
quality and quantity, follow-up interventions brought
improvements, with 97% of students satisfied with
meal sufficiency and 84% rating the quality as good.
However, issues of wastage, gender segregation during
meals, and lack of menu diversity persisted in certain
districts.

The program’s broader impact on enrolment and
retention is evident, with more than 90% of schools
reporting increases in student numbers. Community
participation emerged as a notable strength, as
School Management Committees (SMCs) and local
organisations actively monitored implementation. Yet,
gaps remained in health and sanitation: only 58% of
schools had access to safe drinking water, handwashing
practices were inconsistent, and nearly one-fifth of
rural toilets were in poor condition. Dependence on
firewood in three-fourths of schools also underscored
infrastructural inadequacies.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

Phase Il revealed improvements over Phasel, particularly
through enhanced monitoring mechanisms, higher
cooking cost allocations, increased cook honoraria,
improved rice quality, and infrastructural upgrades
under the AAPC programme. The introduction of
dining halls, distribution of utensils, and improved
egg costs strengthened the nutritional component.
Nevertheless, irregular payments to cooks, delays in
state-level fund release, and inflationary pressures on
cooking costs continue to challenge effective delivery.

The audit recommends tighter oversight in centralised
kitcchen schools, timely remuneration for cooks,
systematic health monitoring through student health
cards, and stronger community-led accountability.
Furthermore, piloting cluster kitchens, diversifying
menus with millet and fruits, and incentivising kitchen
gardens could improve sustainability. Collectively, these
measures can deepen the scheme’s dual objectives—
nutritional security and educational inclusion—within
Telangana.

Team: Jadhav Chakradhar, P. Prudhvikar Reddy, C.
Ravi and M. Bharath Bhushan

Sponsored by: Director, School Education, School
Education Department, Government of Telangana.
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(x) Enhancing Export Potential of AYUSH Products
for Global Well-being: Strategies and Opportunities

This comprehensive research project examines the
export potential of AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga &
Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy)
products from three strategically significant Indian
states—Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Karnataka—which
collectively account for nearly 60% of India’s AYUSH
exports, with Karnataka leading at Rs 2,040.04 crore,
Gujarat at Rs 1,965.26 crore, and Maharashtra at
Rs 1,104.45 crore in 2020-21. The study employs a
mixed-methods approach combining quantitative
trade analysis using Revealed Comparative Advantage
(RCA), Trade Intensity Index (TII), and SMART
Model simulations with qualitative insights from
focus group discussions, case studies of leading
AYUSH companies, and stakeholder interviews
across exporters, manufacturers, government officials,
and industry experts. Key findings reveal that India’s
AYUSH exports have shown sustained growth reaching
USD 689.3 million in 2024-25 with a 9.9% CAGR
yet represent only a fraction of the estimated global
market potential valued at USD 657.5 billion in 2020,
with major destinations including UAE (USD 817.4
million over 20 years), USA (USD 561 million), and
Nepal (USD 452.5 million). The research identifies
critical challenges including regulatory complexities
where AYUSH products cannot be exported as
medicines but must be recategorized as supplements,
standardization conflicts between traditional Ayurvedic
principles and Western pharmaceutical evaluation
methods, certification delays (WHO-GMP taking 12
months), and product recognition issues particularly
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for traditional formulations like Asava, Arista, and
Bhasma preparations. Through partial equilibrium
analysis, the study demonstrates that tariff reductions
could significantly enhance trade creation across key
markets, with Nepal showing the highest potential
(147.6 million USD trade creation) and strategic
recommendations for different product categories in
various countries. Case studies spanning companies
from established exporters like Sandu Pharmaceuticals
to emerging players like Ayurnet Healthcare reveal
diverse challenges from market access barriers to supply
chain optimization needs. The research contributes
to India’s Vision Viksit Bharat@2047 by providing
evidence-based policy recommendations including
harmonized regulatory frameworks, international
awareness programs leveraging India’s soft power
success with Yoga, single-window compliance systems,
and strategic market development focusing on cultural
affinity markets initially before expanding to regulated
Western markets. The study’s comprehensive analysis
covering 19 product categories across 8-digit HS
codes, examination of trade relationships with top
ten importing countries, and detailed stakeholder
consultations provide actionable insights for enhancing
India’s position in the global wellness economy
while promoting traditional knowledge systems
internationally and contributing to global well-being
through natural, holistic health solutions.

Team: Pravin Jadhav, (IITRM, Gujrat) Jadhav
Chakradhar (CESS), Shukkoor T (IITM, Gujarat),
Arun Kumar Bairwa (IIM-Amritsar).

Sponsored by: ICSSR, New Delhi
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Practices and Economic Challenges: An Empirical

Study of Tribal Communities in Telangana, Indian
Journal of Social Development (1JSD), 24(2).

34

Gugulothu, Santhosh, & Vijay Korra (2024).
of Identity:

Consequences of Religious Conversion Among

Transformation Socioeconomic
Tribes in Telangana, Journal of Foreign Languages,
Cultures, and Civilizations, 12, 35-42. Published
by The Brooklyn Research and Publishing Institute
DOI: 10.15640/jflcc.vli2a4 URL: https://doi.
org/10.15640/jflcc.v12a4.

Korra, Vijay, & Santhosh Gugulothu (2024). Is
Prostitution as a Caste Occupation in Transition?
A Case of Dommaris in Telangana, Siidasien-
Chronik — South Asia Chronicle, Published by
Department of Asian and African Studies, Sidasien-
Seminar der, Humboldt Universitit zu Berlin,

Germany. (UGC CARE)
Gugulothu, Santhosh, & Vijay Korra (2024).

A Comparative Analysis of Socioeconomic
Scheduled Tribes and  Other
Shodh  Drishti  (An
International Peer Reviewed Refereed Research

Journal), 15(9.1).

Disparities:

Communities in India,

C.T. Vidya

Vidya, C. T. (2024). Climate risk and sustainable
investment in Asia. Journal of Environmental

Assessment Policy and Management. https://doi.
org/10.1142/5146433322450008X (Scopus Q1)

Vidya, C. T. (2024). Unveiling the complex web:
Exploring the international fossil fuel trade
network and its impact on CO, emissions and
trade patterns. Studies in Economics and Finance,
41(4), 871-901. https://doi.org/10.1108/SEF-12-
2023-0697 (Scopus Q2)

Srividhya, M., & Vidya, C. T. (2024).
Internationalization at inception: Insights from
the Indian textile industry’s born globals. Journal
of Economic Integration, 39(3), 688-713. (Scopus

Q2)
Jadhav Chakradhar

Choudhary, P K., Chakradhar, J., & Devendra,
P (2025). Dissemination of false information

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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and  societal  polarization: an  empirical
investigation. Journal of Information Technology &

Politics, 1-18. (Scopus Q1)

Chakradhar, J., & Gupta, R. (2025). Exploring the
Dynamics of Firm Financial Performance and
Economicand Policy Uncertainty: The Moderating
Role of Corporate Social Responsibility. Journal
of International Commerce, Economics and Policy,

2550013. (Scopus Q2)

Ponnamaneni, P, Chakradhar, J., & Revathi, E.
(2024). Free trade agreements and impact on
Indian Turmeric Trade: A partial equilibrium

analysis. ~ Indian  Journal — of  Agricultural
Marketing, 38(3), 1-25. (UGC CARE)

Laxman Rao Sankineni

Laxman Rao, Sankineni and Harinath, Silveru (2024).
Electoral Mandate as Development Agenda:
Decoding the Verdict of the 2024 National
Elections, Explorations (e-journal of the Indian
Sociological Society), 8(3), December, 2024, 198-
212. (Scopus Q1)

Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Venkatanarayana Motkuri (2024). Quality of School
Education in Telangana, Samriddhi (A Journal of
MCRHRDIT, Hyderabad), 1(3). (UGC CARE)

Motukuri, V., & Revathi, E. (2024). Growth of cess
and surcharges in India: With special reference
to education cess of Union government and its

utilisation. Indian Journal of Human Development.
https://doi.org/10.1177/09737030241239738

(Scopus Q2)
S. Indrakant

S. Indrakant (2025). My Experience with Research,
ISBN  978-93-48512-07-9 by
Publishing House, Hyderabad

Paramount

S. Indrakant & K. Muthyam Reddy (Edited) (2025).
Crop Diversification in Telangana State published
by Telangana Economic Association & Paramount

Publishing, Hyderabad,

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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Naresh Sudhaveni
Mekala, Sagar and Naresh, Sudhaveni (2025).

Economic Migration Trends: Insights from India’s
Labor Market and Demographic Shifts: A Decadal
Review (2001-2011), Madhya Bharti Humanities
and Social Sciences, 16(1), 100-108. (UGC CARE)

Harinath Silveru

Harinath, Silveru (2025). Dropout of Dalit women
in Collegiate Education: An Exploratory Study
of Rural India, Higher Education, Springer
(Scopus-Q1).  https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-
025-01457-5

Parupally Anjaneyulu

Anjaneyulu, Parupally & Laxman Rao, Sankineni
(2024). Precarity of Natural Resource-Based
Livelihoods: A Study of the Vaddera Community

in Telangana State, 7he Deccan Geographer, 62(6),
36-49, (UGC-CARE).

Anjaneyulu, Parupally (2024). The Lure of Hyderabad:
Perceptions of Foreign Tourists to Hyderabad,
The  Deccan  Geographer, 62(7), 331-345,
(UGC-CARE).

Arifa Sultana

Arifa Sultana, & Revathi, E. (2025). Impact and
Performance of Farmers Producer Companies in
Telangana State, International Journal of Academic
Research and Analytical Reviews, 12(2), 213-218.

(iii) Chapters in Edited Books
E. Revathi
Revathi, E. (2024).

employment trends in rural Andhra Pradesh. In
K. Sarap (Ed.), Understanding labour markets in
rural India (ISBN. 978-81-974489-7-3). South

Asia Press.

Understanding ~ women’s

M. Srinivasa Reddy
Reddy M.Srinivasa & Mishra Brajaraja (2024).

Advancing Women Empowerment and Labor

Market Mobility through MGNREGA in Andhra
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Pradesh and Telangana, in E. Revathi, Ishwar
Chandra Awasthi, B. Suresh Reddy, Aditi Madan
(Eds.), Intersecting Paths of Sustainable Development,
Urbanization, and Women's Empowerment, Springer,

pp.241-263.

Reddy M. Srinivasa (2025). Ensure Availability and
Sustainable Management of Water and Sanitation
for All in Telangana, Centre for Economic and
Social Studies.

Ch. Krishna Rao

Krishna Rao, C. (2025). Skill Development and
Higher Education: A Paradigm Shift in the
National Education Policy 2020 of India. In Dr.
Manish K. Verma (Ed.), Education and Sustainable
Development: Challenges, Opportunities and Future
Prospects, Rawat Publications, Jaipur, India, 2025.

Jadav Chakradhar
Chakradhar, J. & Choudhary, P K. (2024). Digital

Inclusion and Women Development: Evidence
from Indian States; In the Book: Intersecting
Paths of Sustainable Development, Urbanization,
and Women’s Empowerment, Springer Proceedings
in Business and Economics; ISBN 978-981-97-
9218-4.

M. Gopinath Reddy

Reddy, M. G. (2024). Governance of welfare and
welfare schemes in Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka:
Anassessment. [n V. Anil Kumar ¢ D. Jeevan Kumar
(Eds.), Governance and development in Karnataka:
One State, many worlds (ISBN. 978-93-93082-89-
3). Writers Choice Publications Pvt. Ltd.

Reddy, M. G., Tribal Agriculture in the Eastern Indian
State of Jharkhand: Can It Be Sustainable? (2024),
In the Book: Intersecting Paths of Sustainable
Development, — Urbanization, — and —~ Women’s
Empowerment, (Eds.): E. Revathi, Ishwar Chandra
Awasthi, B. Suresh Reddy, Aditi Madan by
Springer Proceedings in Business and Economics.

ISBN 978-981-97-9218-4 (eBook).
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Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Venkatanarayana Motkuri & E. Revathi (2024). “Does
the Intersectionality of Location, Gender and Social
or Religious Identities of Population in India affect
their Post-Secondary Education Participation?”,
Chapter in E. Revathi, L.C. Awasthi, B.S.
Reddy and A. Madan (eds.) Intersecting Paths of
Sustainable Development, Urbanisation and Women’s
Empowerment, Springer Proceedings in Business
and Economics, 2024.

Arifa Sultana

Sultana, A., Prasad, L., & Revathi, E. (2024). Critical
success factors thatlead to the sustainability of FPOs.
In Sustainable Smart Technology Businesses in Global
Economies (pp. 219-232). Edited by Lalit Prasad,
Routledge, Taylor and Francis Group Publications.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9781003616306

Venkateswarlu Akina
Akina  (2024).

Inequalities in India — A Comparative Study of
UPA and NDA,” in Indrasena Reddy Kancharla
and Kalmekolanu Vidyasagar (Eds.), 2024 Historic
Electoral Verdict, Prayusha Publishers, Warangal,
Telangana State.

Venkateswarlu, “Socio-Economic

(iv) Research Monographs
E. Revathi, B. Suresh Reddy and P. Aparna

Revathi, E., Reddy Suresh, B., Aparna, P, and
Sampath., P. (2024). Rapid Situational Assessment
of Fundamental Principles and Rights at Work in
the Cotton Growing Communities in Telangana,
India, CESS Monograph No.58, Centre for

Economic and Social Studies.
(v) Working papers
Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Venkatanarayana Motkuri & E. Revathi (2024).
Contours of Educational Development in
Telangana, CESS-RSEPPG Working Paper#2
| CESS Working Paper#148, Research Cell on
Education, CESS, Hyderabad.
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Jadhav Chakradhar

Chakradhar, J., & Manjunatha, A. V. (2024). Assessing
and Explaining Trade Agglomeration in the Context
of Global Trade. Institute for Social and Economic
Change (ISEC), Working Paper No. 593. https://
www.isec.ac.in/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/
WP-574-Jadhav-A-V-Manjunatha_Final.pdf

(vi) Newspaper Articles

E. Revathi

Revathi, E., & Kelkar, G. “Gendered Poverty in a
Matrilineal State,” Shillong Times, 29 June 2024.

Amar Yumnam

Yumnam, A. Solution, Not Even Control Yet: Manipur
Social Crisis, March 24, 2025: https://www.
imphaltimes.com/guest-column/solution-not-
even-control-yet-manipur-social-crisis/

Justice, Nation And Ideas: Manipur Tragedy,
February 11, 2025, https://www.imphaltimes.
com/guest-column/justice-nation-and-ideas-
manipur-tragedy/

Relief Camps Cannot And Should Not Be
Rationalised: Manipur’s Double Tragedy, February
3, 2025, https://www.imphaltimes.com/guest-
column/relief-camps-cannot-and-should-not-be-
rationalised-manipurs-double-tragedy/

Telengana and Davos 2025: How A Manipuri
In Hyderabad Feels, January 28, 2025, hteps://
www.imphaltimes.com/guest-column/telengana-
and-davos-2025-how-a-manipuri-in-hyderabad-
feels/

Community History is Outcome of Social
Evolutionary Process: Exogeneity Pressing for
Endogenization in Manipur, September 30,
2024, https://www.imphaltimes.com/guest-
column/community-history-is-outcome-of-social-
evolutionary-process-exogeneity-pressing-for-
endogenization-in-manipur/

Externalities, Emotions, Social Fragility:

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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Manipur Imbroglio, September 23, 2024,
https://www.imphaltimes.com/guest-column/
externalities-emotions-social-fragility-manipur-
imbroglio/

Low Capability of Governance: Poverty of
Policy in Manipur, September 9, 2024, https://
www.imphaltimes.com/guest-column/low-
capability-of-governance-poverty-of-policy-in-
manipur/

Manipur’s Tragic Drama: Condorcet Paradox
Invalidated and Arrow’s Impossibility Theorem
Validated, September 2, 2024, https://www.
imphaltimes.com/guest-column/manipurs-tragic-
drama-condorcet-paradox-invalidated-and-
arrows-impossibility-theorem-validated/

Governance in Manipur: There is Something
Called Policy, August 26, 2024, https://www.
imphaltimes.com/guest-column/governance-in-
manipur-there-is-something-called-policy/

Only Child of Parents, A Gitl, A Doctor and
Now Raped and Murdered: A Tragedy in the Land
of The Greatest Poet, August 19, 2024, https://
www.imphaltimes.com/guest-column/only-child-
of-parents-a-girl-a-doctor-and-now-raped-and-
murdered-a-tragedy-in-the-land-of-the-greatest-
poet/

MA Kalam
MA Kalam “What explains north-south divide in

deported Indians from US?”, Opinion/Deccan
Herald, 6 March 2025

“India must redefine ‘tribes’ to reflect current
realities’, Opinion/Deccan Herald, 15 February
2025

“Tackling ~ Delimitation by  Reversing
Population control” Edit Page (jointly with S.
Irudaya Rajan) in 7he Hindu, 2 January 2025.

“Ban on non-veg food during festive season:
Look at who pays the price”, The Ideas Page -- 7he
Indian Express, 12 October 2024
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Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Venkatanarayana Motkuri, Is Education Cess Serving
its Purpose?, Opinion, The Hans India, 15
September 2024, (https://www.thehansindia.com/
hans/opinion/news-analysis/is-education-cess-
serving-its-purpose-907054)

Jadhav Chakradhar

Chirayu Sharma, Jadhav Chakradhar & Pravin Jadhav
(February 14, 2025). Tax relief doesnt resolve
structural issues. Telangana Today. Retrieved from
https://telanganatoday.com/opinion-tax-relief-
doesnt-resolve-structural-issues

Prashant Kumar Choudhary & Jadhav Chakradhar
(January 06, 2025). More money for bottom 50
percent. Telangana Today. Retrieved from hteps://
telanganatoday.com/opinion-more-money-for-
bottom-50.

Devendra Poola & Jadhav Chakradhar (February 14,
2025). Short-term gain, long-term pain: Time to
roll back the spread of freebie culture. The New
Indian Express. Retrieved from https://www.
newindianexpress.com/web-only/2025/Feb/14/
short-term-gain-long-term-pain-time-to-roll-
back-the-spread-of-freebie-culture.

Parupally Anjaneyulu

Anjaneyulu, P, Have We Thought About the
Consequences of Scaling Back the Number
of Districts? (3C°© é@o@ DBETNEN
&SSO Published in  Andhra Jyothi
newspaper on 3rd July, 2024.

Telangana Declared 100% Open Defecation
Free (ODF) - 73 Years After Independence”,
published in Deccan Chronicle newspaper on 20th
July, 2024

(vii) Participation in Seminars, Conferences,
Workshops, Lectures Delivered and, Invited
Talks

E. Revathi

Presented by Revathi, E., “Resource Conflict in
Tribal Areas: A Gender Perspective” in the
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panel discussion on “Theoretical and Empirical
Understanding of Tribal Issues and the State”
during the International Seminar on “Tribal
Livelihood Patterns: Challenges and Strategies for
Empowerment,” organized by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Open University, during 7-8 August 2024.

Presentation by Revathi, E., Rao, S. L., & Reddy, B.
S., “Comprehensive Survey of SC Community in
Telangana State: Mapping of Data and Resources
on a Spatial Domain” at a one-day brainstorming
session with S&T knowledge partners, conducted
by the Telangana Council of Science & Technology,
on 7 August 2024, Hyderabad.

Jeena T. Sreenivas

Delivered a lecture on “How to Prepare a Successful
Fellowship Application: Insights for Fulbright and
Other Competitive Programmes” in the Fulbright
Mentoring Workshop organised by United States
India Educational Foundation (USIEF), New

Delhi, on the 10" May 2024 at the Centre for
Economic and Social Studies, Hyderabad.

Delivered an invited lecture at Birla Institute of
Technology (BITS), Hyderabad on “Fisheries for
food, nutrition security, and livelihoods: Exploring
the social economy of dried fish in India, on 30®
September 2024.

Delivered a lecture on “Energy Transition: An
Overview of Key Issues and Pathways Forward”
in the workshop on Energy Transition: COP 29
and India - Special focus on Telangana, organised
by the Public Policy and Public Interest Campaign
and the Centre for Economic and Social Studies
(CESS), Hyderabad, at CESS on 12 December
2024,

Delivered a keynote address on the theme, “Climate
Change and Renewable Resources,” at the 9*
Conference of the Telangana Economic Association,

held on 8-9 February 2025 at Mahatma Gandhi
University, Nalgonda.
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Alivelu Kasturi

Delivered lecture on  Theoretical and  Conceptual
Framework, Writing Skills Workshop, CESS,
Hyderabad, 16 June 2024

Invited Lecture, Review of Literature, Two day Research
Methodology Workshop Organised by St.Ann’s
Degree College for Women Mehdipatnam, 23
November 2024

Invited Lecture Abour CESS, Kothakota Pupils
High School, Kothakota Wanaparthy District, 23
January 2025

Keynote address delivered on Performance of Industry
in Telangana Examining from SDG 9 perspective,

Annual Economic

Gandhi

Conference, Telangana
Hosted by Mahatma
University, Nalgonda, 8 February 2025

Association

Invited Lecture, 7heoretical Framework, Research
Methodology Workshop, St. Francis Degree

College for Women, Secunderabad, 7 March 2025
K. Chandrasekhar

Delivered an invited lecture on “Sampling Methods”
for National Level ICSSR-Sponsored Ten-
Day Research Methodology Course (RMC)
at Karnataka State Open University (KSOU),
Mysuru on 21% March, 2025.

Delivered an invited lecture on “Sampling Techniques”
for National Level ICSSR-Sponsored Ten-
Day Research Methodology Course (RMC)
at Karnataka State Open University (KSOU),
Mysuru on 21* March, 2025.

Presented a paper titled “Quality of School Education
in Telangana with reference to Samagra Shiksha
Scheme” for the ICSSR-sponsored National
Seminar on Growth Potentialities in Telangana
State - Prospects and Challenges at the KNM
Government  Degree  College,
Telangana, on 17™ March 2025.

Miryalaguda,

Presented a paper titled “Growth Potential of Polyhouse
Farming in Telangana: An Economic Analysis” for

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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ICSSR Sponsored National Seminar on Growth
Potentialities in Telangana State - Prospects and
Challenges at KNM Government Degree College,
Miryalaguda, Telangana on 18" March 2025.

Delivered an invited lecture on “Research Methodology
Concepts: Research design, Data collection, and
Analytical Techniques” at Andhra Mahila Sabha
Arts & Science College for Women, Osmania
University, Hyderabad on 13™ March, 2025.

Delivered an invited talk on “Quality of School
Education in Telangana with reference to

Samagra Shiksha Scheme” at Institute of Development
Studies (IDS), Jaipur, Rajasthan on 10" October
2024,

M. Srinivasa Reddy

Presented a paper on Evolving Tenancy Agreements
Climate Variability: ~ Evidence
Telangana, 9th Annual Conference of the

under from
Telangana Economic Association, Department
of Economics, Mahatma Gandhi University,
Nalgonda (Telangana), 8-9 February, 2025.

Presented a paper on Land-use Pattern and Sources
of Irrigation in Tribal Areas of Telangana State at
Sub Regional Level — Comparative Analysis with
Andhra Pradesh, 9th Annual Conference of the
Telangana Economic Association, Department
of Economics, Mahatma Gandhi University,
Nalgonda (Telangana), 8-9 February, 2025.

Presented a paper on Livelihood Dynamics of Tenant
Farmers amidst Climate Change in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana, National Seminar on Transforming
Rural Livelihood Landscape in India: Challenges
and Pathways, M.P. Institute of Social Science
Research (MPISSR), Ujjain (Madhya Pradesh),
23-24 January, 2025.

Presented Project Progress (Online) on Breaking Glass
Ceilings at Workplace: Empowering Women
Entrepreneurs in the MSME Sector of South India
(with Team Members: Y Kesava Reddy, Brajaraja
Mishra, Neeraj Kumar and Sushanta Kumar
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Mahapatra), ICSSR, New Delhi, 16™ January,
2025.

Presented a paper on Transforming Indian Agriculture:
Digital ~ Pathways for Growth and Inclusivity,
32" AERA Annual Conference on Digitalization of
Agriculture for Higher, Sustainable, and Inclusive
Growth, Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya,
ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur (Chhattisgarh), 11-13
December, 2024.

Chaired a Technical Session on the theme of
Digitalization ~ of Agriculture for  Higher,
Sustainable, and Inclusive Growth”, 32" AERA
Annual Conference on Digitalization of Agriculture
for Higher, Sustainable, and Inclusive Growth,
Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya, Raipur,
ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur, 11-13 December, 2024.

Presented a paper on Digital Agriculture in India:
Opportunities, Challenges, and Future Prospects,
32" AERA Annual Conference on Digitalization of
Agriculture for Higher, Sustainable, and Inclusive
Growth, Indira Gandhi Krishi Vishwavidyalaya,
ICAR-NIBSM, Raipur (Chhattisgarh), 11-13
December, 2024.

Chaired a Technical Session on the theme of

Contemporary Economic Development and
Digitalization, National Seminar on Digital
Transformation and the Future of India’s Economy,
Department of Economics, Central University

of Andhra Pradesh, Ananthapuramu, 29th-30th
November, 2024.

Presented a paper on Opportunities, Challenges,
and Future Prospects of Digital Agriculture in
India: A Review, National Seminar on “Digital
Transformation and the Future of India’s Economy”
Department of Economics, Central University
of Andhra Pradesh, Ananthapuramu, 29th-30th
November, 2024.

Presented a paper on E-Governance: The Future of
Indian Economy, National Seminar on “Digital
Transformation and the Future of India’s Economy”
(with Bakshi Amit Kumar Sinha, Barna Ganguli),
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Department of Economics, Central University
of Andhra Pradesh, Ananthapuramu (Andhra
Pradesh), 29th-30th November, 2024.

Presented the Major Research Project Proposal on
Assessing the Impact of Solar Pumps under
PM-KUSUM  on
Management: A Comparative Study of Odisha
and Jharkhand”, ICSSR, Major Research Proposal,
Presentation Meeting with the Expert Committee,
20 November 2024, New Delhi.

Sustainable  Groundwater

Paper presented on, “Production, Marketing and
Pricing of Tomato Crop in Telangana State”,
84™ Annual Conference of ISAE, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru College of Agriculture and Research
Institute, Karaikal (Puducherry), November 11-
13, 2024.

Presented the Major Research Project Proposal
on Building Water Security and Women’s
Empowerment through Jal Jeevan Mission in
South India, Shortlisted/Interaction Meeting with
the Expert Committee, ICSSR, New Delhi, 10
October 2024

Participated in Special Issue Launch for discussion on
“Linking Farmers to Markets: Barriers, Solutions,
and Policy Options”, Asian Development Bank
Institute, Tokyo, Japan, 26 July, 2024 (Online)

Participated in Special Issue Launch for Climate-smart
Agriculture: Adoption, Impacts and Implications
for Sustainable Development, Asian Development
Bank Institute (ADBI), 26 July, 2024 Osaka,
Sapporo, Tokyo (Online).

Resource Person, “53rd Water Talk on Community -
Based Water Resources Management”, National
Water Mission, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Department
of Water Resources, RD & GR, 25 July 2024
(Online).

Participated in Virtual Roundtable discussion on
“Postcolonial Futures for Disaster Risk Reduction
in South Asia, All India Disaster Mitigation
Institute (AIDMI)”, University of Auckland and
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the Copenhagen Centre for Disaster Research,
University of Copenhagen.18 July, 2024 (Online).

Participated cum Discussant on “Understanding the
EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism”,
Centre for Science and Environment, 17 July,
2024 (Online)

Participated Integrating Environmental and Water
Sensitivity in Master Plans Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi, 15 July 2024 (Online).

Resource Person cum Discussant, Webinar on “Role of
NGO:s for Implementation of Jal Shakti Abhiyan:
Catch the Rain (JSA: CTR) — 2024”, National
Water Mission, New Delhi, 9 July, 2024 (Online).

Participated in 3 day Online Collaborative Training
cum discussion Programme on “Natural Farming
for One Health”, MANAGE, Hyderabad and
AMITY University, Noida, 30th April, 2024 to
2nd May, 2024 (Online).

Participated in Investing for the Future of Climate-
Food-Nature, Asia and the Pacific Food Security
Forum 2024, Asian Development Bank, 9-12
April, 2024, Manila, Philippines (Online)

Y. Sreenivasulu

Presented a paper titled “Understanding the Dynamics
of Land useand Landholding Patterns in Telangana”
at 9" Annual Conference of Telangana Economic
Association (TEA), Department of Economics,

Mahatma Gandhi University, Nalgonda.

Presented a paper titled “Three Decades of Occupational
Transformation: A Case of Socio-Economic
Discrimination Against Scheduled Caste Landless
Agricultural Labouers in Kondaiahgaripalli Village”
at Two-Day Conference on Intersecting Identities
and Economics of Discrimination, School of
Economics, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad.

Presented a paper titled “Absentee Landowners and
Their Impact: A Village- Level Study in Andhra
Pradesh and Telangana” at AERC Platinum Jubilee
Conference held at Gokhale Institute of Politics

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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and Economics, Pune.

Ch. Krishna Rao

Presented a paper on Skill Development Initiatives
in India: A Sociological Analysis” at the National
Seminar on  Globalization, Development and
Social Transformation: Mapping the Trajectories of
Social Institutions and Processes in Contemporary
India during 28th and 29th November 2024
Organized by the Department of Sociology,
Kakatiya University, Warangal, Telangana.

Presented a paper on Globalization and Cinema:
Understanding of Indian Cinema through the
concept of Culture Industry by Theodor Adorno
& Max Horkheimer of Frankfurt School” at the
National Seminar on Globalization, Development
and Social Transformation: Mapping the Trajectories
of Social Institutions and Processes in Contemporary
India during 28th - 29th November 2024 organized
by the Department of Sociology, Kakatiya
University, Warangal, Telangana (jointly).

Presented a paper on Beyond Welfare: Socio-
Educational Inequalities in Higher Education in
Neoliberal India at the One-day National Scholar’s
Conference on Politics in 21" Century: Challenges
and  Prospects held on 17 December 2024
Organized by Department of Political Science
in Collaboration with Department of Public
Administrations & Department of Sociology
at Maulana Azad National Urdu University,
Hyderabad, Telangana.

Presented a paper on Role of MGNREGA in Assets
Creation, Management and Sustenance in India at
Two-day National Seminar on Implementation of
MGNREGS: Opportunities and Challenges during
20-21 February 2025 organized by Centre for
Wage Employment and Livelihoods, NIRDPR,
Hyderabad, Telangana (jointly).

Presented a paper on Digital Disparities in Tribal
Communities of India: Challenges and Prospects
at two-day National Seminar on Programmes and
Policies for the Development of Tribes: Issues and
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Challenges during 3-4 March 2025 organized
by Centre for Multi-Disciplinary Development
Research (CMDR), Dharwad, Karnataka.

Presented a paper on Artificial Intelligence in Indian
Higher Education: Opportunities, Challenges,
and Future Prospects at two-day National Seminar
on Exploring the Role of Artificial Intelligence
in Transforming Higher Education held on 21-
22 March, 2025 organized by Department of
Computer Science, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar College,
Baghlingampally, Hyderabad.

Vijay Korra

Presented a paper titled “Health Vulnerabilities
of Telanganas Low-Skilled Migrants in Gulf
Countries”, in 9" Annual Conference of Telangana
Economic Association held at Mahatma Gandhi
University, Nalgonda, Telangana from 8" -
9* February 2025.

Jadhav Chakradhar

Presented a paper, “Trade Flows, Levels of Democracy,
and Rule of Law in Emerging Economies:
Empirical Evidence from Generalized Methods of
Moments and Panel Quantile Regression,” at the
International Conference on Legal and Economic
Synergy for an Equitable Society, on February 1,
2024.

Presented a paper, “Inequalities in Computer Literacy
in India: Do Caste and Gender Matter?” at the Lab
for Economic Behaviour in Organizations (LEO)
during the inaugural Economics Workshop at
Plaksha University, Punjab, India, on April 26-28,
2024.

Presented  a “Computer  Literacy and

paper,
Discrimination Between Scheduled and Non-
Scheduled Groups Among the Working-Age
Population in India (15-59 Years): A Fairlie
Decomposition  Analysis”, at ’Colloquy’  at
the Kautilya School of Public Policy, GITAM
University, Hyderabad, India, on September 21,

2024.
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Presented a paper , “Access to Workplace Authority and
Restricted Pathways to Power: A Case of the Indian
Service Sector” , at the Jobs and Development
Conference organized by The World Bank,
UNU-WIDER, and the International Labour
Organization, hosted by J-PAL Middle East and
North Africa at the American University in Cairo
(AUC) School of Business, on October 8-9, 2024.

Presented a paper “Growth under Uncertainty:
Heterogeneous Impacts of Economic Policy
Shocks—Evidence from a Panel Quantile
Regression” at the 8th SANEM Annual Economists’
Conference (SAEC) 2025 on Restoring Stability in
the Economic and Political Landscapes: Navigating
Fragility to Resilience, held in Dhaka, Bangladesh,
on February 22-24, 2025.

Bala Ramulu

Presented a paper “Digitalisation Policy Initiatives
and Citizens Empowerment in India- a Study
of Common Services Centres in a South Indian
State” at the South Asian Network for Public
Administration  (SANPA), held on 25-27
OCTOBER 2024, Dhaka.

Participated in the design and revision of curricula
of UG, PG & Ph.D. D programmes of the
Department BR
Ambedkar Open University, Telangana, to meet
the changing needs and demands.

S. Indrakant

of Public Administration,

Delivered Keynote Address on “ Rural Development
and Welfare Programmes in Telangana State “ on
March 17, 2025 at the Inaugural Function of Two’
Day National Seminar sponsored by ICSSR &
TSCHE on “Growth Potentialities in Telangana
State - Prospects and Challenges” organised by the
Department of Economics, KNM Government
Degree College, Miryalaguda during 17 & 18
March, 2025.

Delivered two lectures on Sampling on July 4, 2024 to
the Participants of the ten-day ICSSR sponsored
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Research Methodology Course for Social Science
Scholars  organised by the Council for Social
Development, Hyderabad during July 2 to 12, 2024.

Delivered lectures on 1) Non-Parametric test (Chi-
Square Test) and hands on Exercise and 2)
Exploratory Factor Analysis to the participants
of ICSSR  Sponsored Two-week Capacity
Building Programme for Young Faculty Members
of Social Sciences on Research Methodology
and Data Analysis in Social Sciences (17-29,
Sept, 2024) organised by the Department of
Economics, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi
on 26 Sept,2024.

MA Kalam

Invited Talk on “How the Coorgs lost their distinct
identity in the Indian Census”, Club Mahindra,
Madikeri, Kodagu, 18 March 2025

Key Note Address — “Equal Access to Quality Education
for All”’— Organised by Indian Sociological Society
and Sociology Department, VET Institute of Arts
and Science, Erode, 25 February 2025

Invited Talk at the National Tribal Livelihoods Summit,
Organised by the Bharat Rural Livelihoods
Foundation and Axis Bank Foundation, Dr.
Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi, 20-
21 February 2025

Expert Comments at the book launch 7he Unfinished
Quest: Indias Search for Major Power Status from
Nehru to Modi authored by Professor T.V. Paul,
University of Madras, Chennai 18 December 2024

Expert Speaker at the Round Table “Shadows of
Displacement: The Threat of Human Trafficking
of Refugees in India”, Organised by The UNHCR
and the Peninsula Foundation, Chennai, 17
December 2024

Invited Talk on
Contemporary” — at the International Association
of Tamil Research, Chennai, 2 November 2024.

“Migrations: ~ Ancient  and
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Invited Talk “International Relations and India’s
Refugee Policy. Challenges in Handling Refugees:
Sri Lanka Case — Legalities, Politics, Security and
Ethnicity”, at the Roundtable conducted by the
UNHCR and the Peninsula Foundation, Chennai,
23 September 2024.

Delivered a Special Talk on “Issues in Migration
Studies”, at the Department of Anthropology,
Delhi University, Delhi, and 23 August 2024.

Delivered a Lecture on “Ethnic Diversity and Social
Relations in Sri Lanka” at the Chennai Centre for
China Studies, Chennai, 12 August 2024.

Venkatanarayana Motkuri

Presented a paper entitled “Wage-Earnings of Regular
Salaried in India by Skill-Levels of Occupations
and Skill Mismatch with a Gender Dimension:
Analysis using PLFS-6 (2022-23)”, in a Faculty
Seminar held on 20™ September 2024, organised
by CESS in its campus, Hyderabad.

Presented a paper entitled “Inequality in Education
and Employment Opportunities for SC/ST in
India”, IIPS National Seminar held at Lonavala,
during 19-20 March, 2025

Expert Evaluator, Evaluation of Policy Paper Project
presentations, ISB  Action Learning Project of
IRDAI Assistant Managers, on 10" April, 2024,
jointly organised by the Indian School of Business
(ISB) Executive Education and the Insurance
Regulatory and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI), organised at IIRM, Hyderabad.

Lecture on “Monitoring and Evaluation: Case Study
from Education Sector”, on 16/05/2024 at
Administrative  Staff College of India (ASCI),
Hyderabad. A one-weck MDP Program on
Monitoring and Evaluation for Indian Statistical
Service (ISS) Probationers of Government of India
held during14-18 May 2024.

As a Panellist for the discussion on “Reforming the
Public Distribution System: Policy Innovations for
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Greater Inclusion in the workshop scheduled on
February 22, 2025, at the School of Economics,
University of Hyderabad.

As a Resource Person conducted a session on Skill Gap
Analysis, at Orientation Program of the Chief
Minister’s Skill Development Fellowship Program
held at WSC Bhubaneswar during 15% to 19* July
2024. It was jointly organised by Indian School
of Business (ISB), Hyderabad and Tata Strive,
Mumbai for the State Government of Odisha.

Speaker in in Panel Discussion on Navigating Taxes,
Annual Conference on Public Policy, on 28" March
2025, organised by Centre for Development Policy
and Practice (Hyderabad) at Centre for Economics

and Social Studies (CESS), Hyderabad.

Speaker in Panel Discussion on Tax Devolutions,
Two-Day National Conference on Federalism in
India:  Devolution, Development and Economic
Dynamics, during 27-28 March 2025, organised
by Department of Economics, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Open University, Hyderabad.

As a Consultant during the period November 2024
to February 2025 to the Dedicated Commission
of Backward Classes, Government of Telangana,
prepared the Commission Report on BC
Reservations in Rural Local Bodies in Telangana.

As a Consultant during March 2025 to the One-Man
Commission of Backward Classes, Government
of Telangana, prepared the Commission Report
on Enhancing the BC Reservations in Education,
Employment and in Local Bodies.

M. Gopinath Reddy

Presented a paper entitled “Agriculture in Tribal Areas
of Chhattisgarh: Is it Sustainable?” at AERC
Platinum Jubilee Conference at Gokhale Institute

of Politics and Economics from 23-24 December,
2024,

Presented a paper entitled “The Transformation of
Marginalized Women from SHG Groups to
Village Panchayats: Do they Make Difference
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to Good Governance?”, at ICSSR National
Seminar on “Empowerment of Women from
Panchayat to Parliament as Policy Makers in India:
Achievements, Challenges and Participation in
Decision-making Process”, 17-18 October, 2024 -
Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh.

Presented a paper entitled “Renewable Energy: A Case
of Bio Gas in India Challenges and Prospects”
at the Ninth Annual Conference of Telangana
Economic Association (TEA) at Mahatma Gandhi
University, Nalgonda during 8-9 February, 2025.

Silveru Harinath

Presentation on: “The Impact of Public Policies on
Governments: An Evidence-Based Analysis of
Telangana”, at the International Conference on 75
Years of Public Administration Discipline in India:
Trajectories and Contemporary Status, organized
by Department of Public Administration, Dr.
BRAOU, Hyderabad, 17 May 2024.

Presentation on: “Institutional Membership and
Social Inclusion of Women in Telangana: With
Special Reference to the Scheduled Caste SHGs”
at the National Conference on Globalization,
Development and Social Transformation: Mapping
the Trajectories of Social Institutions and Processes
in Contemporary India, Organised by Department
of Political Science, Kakatiya University, 19
November, 2024

Naresh Sudhaveni

Chaired a session at the two-day national seminar on
“India’s Growing Security Challenges and the Role
of Defence Sector”, November 28th and 29th,
2024, organized by COE-Public Policy Research
and School of Liberal Arts and Humanities,
Woxsen University, Hyderabad.

Arifa Sultana

Delivered lecture on “Training of the Trainers (ToT)
Programme for SRLM officers all India on the topic
“Statutory Book Keeping and Financial Compliances

for Producer Enterprises on 28" January, 2025 at
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NRLM, National Institute of Rural Development ~ Completed training Programme organized by National
and Panchati Raj, (NIRD) Hyderabad, Telangana. Institute of Agricultural Extension Management
(MANAGE), Hyderabad in collaboration with

Delivered lectures on Accounting and Managing the . ) i L
5 &g Kerala Veterinary and Animal Sciences University,

th th
FPOs from 26% o 29% August 2024 ac a‘—Idea, Wayanad from 2nd July to 5th July 2024 on the
ICAR, NAARM for the ABMDP Certificate I .
topic “Sustainable food safety through Livestock

program for CEOs, National Acade@y of Production: A One Health Approach”

Agriculture  Research Management, Rajendra

Nagar, Hyderabad, Telangana. Completed online training Programme on “Natural
Farming for One Health” organized by National
Institute of Agricultural Extension Management
(MANAGE), Hyderabad in collaboration with
Amity Food & Agriculture Foundation, Amity
University, Noida during 30 April to 2 May 2024.

Organized ICSSR Sponsored Training and Capacity
Building Programme on Financial Accounting,
Tally, Marketing, Insurance and Drone Technology

from 23-27 September 2024 for CEOs of FPOs of

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh States.

. ) . (viii) Books Reviewed
Participated in the International Conference on

Sustainable ~ Entrepreneurship and  Start-up ~ S. Indrakant (2025): “ Fighting Multi- Dimension
Ecosystem: Global Challenges and Opportunities Poverty through Micro-Credit by NGOs “ by R.
on 7% and 8™ March, 2025 and presented a
joint paper with Prof. E Revathi on “Impact and
Performance of FPOs in Telangana State” organized
by D Y Patil Institute of Management Studies,
Pune, India.

R. Biradar, 2024, Current Publishers, pp 353, Hard
Cover, ISBN 978-93-90253-77-7 Published in
42(2) of IASSI Quarterly Contribution to the
Indian Social Science, April - June 2024.
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II1. DIVISION FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

(i) Ph.D Programme in Development Studies

ith a strong foundation in Social Science

Research and with an intention to impart its
research experience, the Centre started the M.Phil and
Ph.D programs in Development Studies in 1986 on a
part-time basis in collaboration with Dr. BR Ambedkar
Open University (BRAOU) Hyderabad. This program
served mostly teachers employed in colleges and
universities across the country, as well as employees and
bureaucrats, providing an opportunity to mould their
experience and insights into research themes, thereby
contributing to the body of knowledge and policy.

Further, the Centre has started a “Regular (full
time) Ph. D Programme” in Development Studies
in collaboration with the ‘Telangana University,
Nizamabad, in 2016 after the formation of the
Telangana State, aimed at training and imparting
serious research skills to young and fresh Postgraduates.
This programme requires candidates to be residents
on campus for the four-year Ph. D programme. The
student intake for the current (regular) PhD program
has been from all over the country and from all sections
of the society encompassing social categories of SC,
ST, and BC/OBC. Besides, girls constitute around
50 percent of the Ph. D programme. Till now, nine
batches have been admitted. The Division for Graduate
Studies has been organizing the PhD Programmes in
the Centre since its inception.

Notification for admission into the regular Ph.D
programme in Development Studies for the academic
year 2024-25 was released on 21 July 2024. Based on
the UGC regulations, with the UGC Regulations —
2022; and the Revised Guidelines issued on 28® March
2024, only JRF and NET qualified candidates were
called for personal interviews. Personal interviews were
held online on 30 August 2024. Eight candidates have
been selected for admission into the Ph.D. program
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in Economics, Commerce, Political Science, and
Sociology. The first semester classes commenced on 14
October 2025.

(ii) Academic Activities Undertaken by DGS
a) DGS Special Lectures

Transformative Urbanization Towards India 2047

On 14th November 2024, the Division for Graduate
Studies hosted a special lecture delivered by Prof. Jyoti
Chandiramani, Director of the Symbiosis School of
Economics. She discussed urbanization’s transformative
role in fostering economic growth, focusing on
poverty, inclusion, water and power infrastructure,
and the transition to inclusive growth with livability.
She emphasized the importance of amenities like Har
Ghar Jal, roads, electricity, and multidisciplinary
research in achieving sustainable urban environments.
She also explained global urban growth trends, noting
that structural transformations have already occurred,
as seen in the COVID-19 period’s reverse migration.
Despite industries becoming more productive yet less
labour-intensive, she stressed the need for enhanced
productivity and planning. Prof. Chandiramani
emphasized that well-managed cities are like efficient
organizations, making good use of resources, improving
livability, and ensuring fairness. She said that people are
drawn to cities because of factors like jobs, education,
and livelihoods. Creating cities is important, and she
pointed out that South Korea successfully built the
smart city of Saundo. However, she mentioned that in
China, “ghost cities” face problems because people are
not moving to them. She emphasized that cities are not
created by force; people only move to cities when they
need to. Ultimately, she said, people make cities, not
the other way around. She also discussed India’s urban
dynamics, highlighting Pune’s expansion through its
municipal corporations, Hyderabad’s metropolitan
growth across districts, and Amaravati’s potential as a
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future metropolitan region. She said that if we don'
start planning now for 2047, we'll face more destruction
and climate disasters, leading to costly rebuilding. It’s
crucial to act now.

Urban Turn: Contest and Contestation

Special lecture titled “Urban Turn: Contest and
Contestation” was hosted by DGS on 11th December
2024. The lecture was delivered by Prof. Sudha Mohan,
Former Professor and Head, Department of Civics and
Politics, University of Mumbai. Prof. Sudha Mohan
discussed various aspects of urbanization in India and
its effects on society, governance, and policies. She

explained how urban areas have developed through
proper planning but face challenges, particularly in
megacities with populations exceeding 10 million,
especially after the COVID-19 pandemic. Further she
spoke about the social and cultural changes that come
with urban living, as people adapt their lifestyles to city
environments. She stressed the importance of effective
urban governance and ensuring better management of
cities. However, rural areas often lack proper services
and development, leading many people to migrate to
cities for better opportunities. This growing migration
increases pressure on urban areas. She discussed efforts
of Panchayati Raj, which aim to make villages self-

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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reliant. However, rural development has not been
consistent, and there is still unequal access to services.
She emphasized the need for creative solutions to tackle
urbanization challenges, focusing on governance,
migration, and sustainability. Her vision was for
cities to grow inclusively and fairly while maintaining
harmony with rural areas and promoting balanced
development

Seed Industry in India: Current Challenges

DGS hosted a lecture on “Seed Industry in India:
Current Challenges ”by Mr. Manish Kushwaha and Mr.
Mayank Kushwaha on 17th December 2024. Mr.
Manish Kushwaha elaborated on the potential of
open-pollinated seeds, which are naturally pollinated
by wind, insects, or self-pollination. These seceds
retain traits similar to the parent plants, promoting
food and  biodiversity

conservation. He contrasted this with hybrid seeds,

self-reliance, sovereignty,

which are created through controlled pollination
of two genetically distinct parent plants. While
hybrid seeds offer advantages such as higher yields,

F-

The Public Opinion and Electoral Consequences of
Political Misconduct

DGS hosted a special lecture titled “The Public Opinion
and Electoral Consequences of Political Misconduct”
on 18" February 2025. The lecture was delivered
by Adam D. Wolsky, Senior Research Specialist

from the Department of Sociology at Princeton
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uniformity, and resistance to pests and diseases, they
also present challenges like non-viability for seed
saving, reversion to undesirable traits in offspring,
higher costs, dependency on seed companies, and
reduced biodiversity. He emphasized the benefits of
regionally adapted seeds, such as higher productivity,
resilience to climate change, and support for local food
systems and biodiversity conservation. Mr. Mayank
Kushwaha shared his journey from a technologist in
USA & Canada to a seed enthusiast in India, driven
by a passion for preserving biodiversity and promoting
sustainable agriculture. In Canada, he specialized in
cultivating and conserving open-pollinated seeds,
gaining deep insights into seed biodiversity. Bringing
this expertise to India, he aims to support soil
conservation and rejuvenation efforts, particularly in
Telangana and Uttar Pradesh, regions with diverse soils
and a dynamic agricultural landscape. His goal is to
empower local farmers by introducing resilient seed
varieties and fostering sustainable agricultural practices
suited to India’s unique conditions.

University. Wolsky provided an insightful analysis on
the downstream consequences of scandals and acts
of wrongdoing committed by politicians. The lecture
explored how partisanship influences party evaluations
when politicians are involved in scandals, with a
particular focus on cases of hypocrisy and resignation.

The thought-provoking session prompted engaging
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discussions, offering valuable perspectives on the
intersection of political ethics and public perception.
The presentation covered theoretical insights on the
impact of political scandals on electoral performance,
highlighting mixed findings from observational
work, survey experiments, and field studies. Wolsky
emphasized how scandals, though not always affecting
job performance, could damage political approval
depending on factors like economic performance,
policies, and gender. Key points included the role
of party identification in shaping public reactions to
misconduct, differences between the U.S. and Latin
American political contexts, and how public opinion
shifts could indirectly undermine democracy.

The 2024 Nobel Prize in Economics — Institutions
and Beyond

Division for Graduate Studies hosted a special lecture
on “The 2024 Nobel Prize in Economics — Institutions
and Beyond” on 12" March 2025. The lecture provided
an in-depth exploration of the 2024 Nobel Prize in
Economic Sciences, awarded to Daron Acemoglu,
Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson (AJR Trio)
for their research on how institutions are formed
and their role in shaping economic prosperity.
Prof. Chandrahas Deshpande traced the evolution

of institutional economics, referencing influential
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thinkers such as Thorstein Veblen, John R. Commons,
Joseph Schumpeter, and John Kenneth Galbraith,
and discussed the early mentions of institutions in
the Nobel citations for Friedrich Hayek and Gunnar
Myrdal (1974). The session highlighted Ronald
Coase’s contributions to transaction cost concept and
Douglas North’s definition of institutions as “vules of
the game... humanly devised constraints.” The discussion
also touched upon the microeconomics of institutions,
drawing on the works of Elinor Ostrom and Oliver
Williamson, along with recent contributions like
Pranab Bardhan, Steven Durlauf, Avner Greif, Joel
Mokyr, and Sheilagh Ogilvie.
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Further, the lecture examined institutional studies
in the Indian context, highlighting research by AG,
K-M-V, Somanathan, and Kaivan Munshi. Moving
beyond traditional institutional frameworks, the session
explored the integration of culture and institutions,
referencing the work of Acemoglu, Alberto Alesina,
and Joel Mokyr. The lecture also highlighted the
significance of the AJR Trio’s contributions as a major
milestone in the evolution of research on institutions
as a “fundamental cause of development.” A key focus
of the session was AJR’s landmark book, Why Nations
Fail, which has shaped contemporary discussions on
institutional economics.

Democracy and Capitalism - The Changing
Dynamics

On 13* March 2025, DGS hosted a lecture on
“Democracy and Capitalism - The Changing
Dynamics.” the lecture was delivered by Prof.
Chandrahas Deshpande, Professor of Economics at
Welingkar Institute of Management Development
and Research, Mumbai. He emphasized that liberal
democracy is one of the most widely accepted political
systems today, especially post-World War II. Capitalism,
which has evolved over centuries, was significantly
challenged by Karl Marx’s critique, leading to the rise
of socialism and communism in various parts of the
world. However, after the collapse of the Soviet Union
and China’s shift towards a market-driven economy

despite its non-democratic framework, capitalism has

remained the prevailing economic system globally.
Even in China, economic operations are increasingly
based on private enterprises, with multinational
corporations  successfully running businesses for
decades. Renowned economists like Nobel laureate
Joseph E. Stiglitz have critically examined the current
state of capitalism. While it remains the dominant
economic model, concerns persist regarding its
exclusivity and whether it truly serves all social groups.
One major critique is whether capitalism is creating an
economic divide by making markets less accessible to a
significant portion of the population. This perspective
aligns with the argument that there are now multiple
forms of capitalism, especially post-1980, when global
economic structures underwent major transformations.
The lecture also touched upon the increasing influence
of technology giants and their economic power,
which in some cases surpasses the GDP of entire
nations. The discussions referenced Nobel laureate
Daron Acemoglu’s book “Power and Progress,” which
argues that technology should serve societal well-
being rather than being controlled by a few powerful
corporations and governments. Similarly, Martin
Wolf’s book “The Crisis of Democratic Capitalism”
was cited, highlighting that liberal democracy thrives
when combined with market capitalism, yet faces
challenges such as protectionism, nationalism, socio-
economic exclusion, media influence, and the growing
financialization of capitalism.
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b) Round Table Discussion

Contributions of Nobel Laureates by Ph.D Scholars
(2024-25 Batch)

Dean, DGS organized a presentation by the 2024-25
batch of scholars on 20™ January 2025 as part of the
paper on Perspectives and Paradigms of Development.
The scholars presented on the significant contributions
of Nobel Laureates Claudia Goldin, and the trio Daron
Acemoglu, Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson.

The presentation focused on Claudia Goldin, who was
awarded the 2023 Sveriges Riksbank Prize in Economic
Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel, focused on
her pioneering work “for having advanced our
understanding of women’s labour market outcomes.”
Goldin’s research explores the historical evolution of
gender roles in the labour market for over 200 years,
particularly in the United States from the 18th century
to the late 20th century. She highlights the persistence
of the gender wage gap, which she attributes to
factors like education, work-family balance, and social
expectations. In works such as Understanding the Gender
Gap: An Economic History of American Women (1990)
and Career and Family: Women’s Century-Long Journey
Toward Equity (2021), she outlines how women’s
labour force participation followed a U-shaped curve:
high participation during the 19" century, a decline
during early industrialization, and a surge in the 20"

century.
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The presentation on Nobel Laureates Daron Acemoglu,
Simon Johnson, and James A. Robinson focused on
institutions as the fundamental cause of long-term
growth. The discussion addresses the critical question:
“Why are some countries poorer than others?” The paper
identifies three major factors influencing a country’s
development: geography, culture, and institutions. The
first hypothesis suggests that people in cooler climates
are more productive than those in warmer regions.
Economic success has often been interpreted as a sign
of divine favor, and Weber argued that systems like
India’s caste structure hindered capitalist development.
defined as  human-devised
shaping interactions, play a pivotal role in economic

Institutions, rules
outcomes. While wealthy nations foster innovation
that benefits society, such as Bill Gates’ software
contributions in the U.S., poorer nations often rely on
monopolies that extract wealth, as seen in Carlos Slim’s
telecommunications monopoly in Mexico, which
reduces national income by 2% annually. Economic
institutions are crucial in determining prosperity, with
strong evidence supporting their importance. The
social conflict approach highlights that institutions are
shaped by power struggles and resource distribution,
emphasizing the role of political structures. The
transition from feudal labour markets to free labour
markets was pivotal for development.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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India Gender Report by PhD Scholars (2024-25
Batch)

PhD scholars, 2024-25 batch made a presentation
on the India Gender Report as part of the Research
Methodology coursework on the eve of International
Womens Day. They provided key insights from the
report, published by the Feminist Policy Collective,
Lead Anchor - Ritu Dewan with Swati Raju,
highlighting major findings, policy implications, and
socio-economic challenges in gender dynamics across
India. The report highlighted issues such as gender
disparities in taxation, financial inclusion, workforce
participation, migration, entrepreneurship, and
healthcare. The workforce participation rate of women
remains significantly lower than that of men, hindered
by gendered social norms, mobility constraints, and
limited job opportunities. Although there was an
increase in women’s employment post-pandemic, the
report highlights that challenges remain in ensuring
quality employment opportunities. The gender wage
gap persists, particularly in self-employment, where
women continue to earn significantly less than men.
The presentation further examined migration trends,
revealing that most female migration is driven by
marriage rather than employment, limiting their

economic independence. Women migrants often

face exploitative working conditions in industries
such as agriculture, brick kilns, and domestic work.
In the healthcare sector, gender disparities manifest
in malnutrition, maternal mortality, occupational
health risks, and limited access to reproductive health
services. Public healthcare remains underfunded,
increasing women’s dependence on private healthcare,
which is often inaccessible due to financial constraints.
The presentation also shed light on the resistance and
resilience of women in movements like the 2020-21
farmers’ protests, where women played vital roles
in logistics, media, stage events, and mobilization
despite male leadership. The struggles of ASHA and
Anganwadi workers were highlighted, emphasizing
their low wages, lack of job security, and ongoing
protests demanding better working conditions. The
report concluded that addressing gender inequality
requires  structural reforms, including gender-
responsive budgeting, equitable taxation, inclusive
banking policies, improved workforce conditions,
and stronger legal protections against gender-based
violence. The overarching message was that India’s
development must be women-led rather than merely
women-centric, ensuring systemic changes that
empower women across economic, social, and political
spheres. The presentation ended with a discussion on

these challenges and the way forward.
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¢) Workshops organized by DGS 25 batch. Prof. T.S. Jeena took a session on how to write

As part of the coursework, Dean, DGS, conducted

a journal article, Dr. Kasturi Alivelu took two sessions

writing skills workshop for the PhD scholars of 2024- on review of literature and theoretical framework.

(iii) Doctoral Committee (DC) Meetings for Proposal Registration (Regular Ph.D Programme)

S.No Name Topic Supervisor Expert

1 Poola The Emergence of Political Consultants | Prof. M.
Devendra | in Indian Politics: A Study on Political | Gopinath
Consultancy Impact on Political Parties | Reddy

Prof. K. Sreenivasulu
Osmania University

2 Vamsa The Economic Viability of Kuchipudi | Prof. Sujit
Vardhini Dance - A Study with special reference | Kumar Mishra | Mahamallik,

Dr. Motilal

growth and development of the Indian | Alivelu

economy

to Telugu-speaking States IDS, Jaipur
3 Kannan Energy Democracy for Socioeconomic | Dr. T. S. Jeena | Prof. Pranab
Justice: The Politics and Viability of a Mukhopadhyay
Justice-based Decarbonisation Policy Goa Business School
4 Swaraj Salah | The impact of IT industries on the Dr. Kasturi Prof. Vinish Khaturia

Director, IDS

(iv) Doctoral Committee Meetings for Progress (May & Oct 2024)

S.No Name Topic Supervisor

Expert

1 Mumtaz Begum | Islamic Microfinance a tool | Prof. E. Revathi
for Financial Inclusion: A
Study of Telangana State

Prof. S. Indrakant
CESS

Mechanisms in ensuring
better access to Justice for
the Fisher Community: A
Study of * Ur Panchayats’
in the Coromandal Coast
of Tamil Nadu

2 Annemalla Financial Inclusion Dr. Kasturi Alivelu | Dr. Sanjay Lenka
Ramesh and Economic Growth Kalinga Institute of
in India: Evidence Industrial Technology
from Districts Level of
Telangana State
Rincy Simon Measuring Housing Prof. E. Revathi Prof. Amita Shah
Deprivation in Urban Prof. C. Ravi GIDR
India-A Multidimensional
Analysis
3 RadhaLeksh- Role of Alternative Prof. M. Gopinath | Prof. Purendra Prasad,
mi.M Dispute Resolution (ADR) | Reddy University of Hyderabad

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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S.No Name Topic Supervisor Expert
4 Ourapalli. Political participation of Prof. Ch. Prof. Suneetha Rani
Pranathi women in Urban Local Balaramulu University of Hyderabad
Governments: A Study of
Municipal Corporation in
Andhra Pradesh
5 Suadath.V A Sociological Study of Dr. Ch. Krishna Prof.N. Sudhakar Rao
Health Behaviour and Rao University of Hyderabad
Vaccination in Kerala
6 Vinitha Anna Interface between Dr. Laxman Rao Prof. E. Venkatesh
John Local Government University of Hyderabad
Institutions and Disaster
Management: A Study
of Policy Implications of
Hydrological Disasters in
Kerala in the context of
Climate Change
7 Sagar Mekala The Inter-State Mobility of | Dr. Y. Sreenivasulu | Prof. R. Vijay
Migrant Labours in India: University of Hyderabad
The Case of Telangana
State
8 Ponnamaneni Export Competitiveness of | Prof.E. Revathi Prof. Sachin Kumar Sharma
Padmaja Indian Turmeric — A Post Indian Institute of Foreign
WTO Analysis Trade
9 Santosh Islamic Microfinance a tool | Dr. Vijay Korra Dr. Venkatesh Vaditya
Guguloth for Financial Inclusion: A EFLU
November Study of Telangana State
10 Ramesh Souda | A Study of child sex ratio Dr. Rajeshwari Prof. S. E Chandrasekhar
November in Wanaparthy Distric: A | Rayudu Osmania University

Socio-Cultural Approach

(v) List of Registered Scholars for Regular Ph. D, CESS & TU

sl Year of
N(; Name of the Scholar | Registra- Topic of Research Name of the Supervisor
tion
1 Mumtaz Begum 2019 Islamic Microfinance a Tool for Prof. E.Revathi
Financial Inclusion: A Study of CESS
Telangana State
2 | Moulkar Rajeswar 2019 | Economic Analysis of Farm-Level Prof. E.Revathi,
Adaptation to Climate Change in CESS
Dryland Agro-Ecosystem. A Study | Dr.B.Suresh Reddy
in Telangana State. CESS
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sl Year of
N(; Name of the Scholar | Registra- Topic of Research Name of the Supervisor
tion
3 Devambatla 2019 Consumer Behaviour Towards Dr. T.S.Jeena
Veerabhadra Rao Eco-Friendly Products. A Study on | CESS
Green Marketing in Telangana
4 | M.Venu Madhav 2019 | Governance of Water and Prof. M. Gopinath Reddy
Sanitation Programs in Local Self CESS
Governments: A Study on the Role
of Community-Based Organisations
in Telangana State.
5 Shoeb Ahmed 2019 | Social Support and Mental Health: | Prof. S.Vijay Kumar
A Study of Elderly in Telangana. CESS
6 | Gattu Ramesh 2019 | Causes and Consequences of Child | Prof. K.Suri Babu
Marriage in Rural Areas: A Study CESS
in Jogulamba Gadwal District of Dr. PPrudhvikar Reddy
Telangana State CESS
7 | Mummidi Sri Vidhya 2020 | Internationlisation of Textile sector | Dr. C.T.Vidya
in India CESS
8 | Ranukuntla 2020 | Agriculture Growth and Economic | Prof. E. Revathi, CESS
Sarojasree Wellbeing of Farmers Prof. C. Ravi, CESS
9 | Ponnamaneni 2020 | Export Competitiveness of Indian Prof. E. Revathi
Padmaja Turmeric- A Post WTO Analysis CESS
10 | Ourapalli Pranathi 2020 | Political Participation of Women Prof. Ch. Balaramulu
in Urban Local Governments: A Adjunct Professor CESS
Study of Municipal Corporation in
Andhra Pradesh
11 | Lingaiah Meesala 2020 Natural Resource Management and | Prof. R. Siva Prasad, Red.
Livelihood Practices among Hill HCU
Area Tribe: A Case Study of Gonds | Dr. B. Suresh Reddy
in Telangana State CESS
12 | Souda Ramesh 2021 | A Study of Child Sex Ratio in Dr. K. Rajeshwari
Wanaparthy District: A Socio- Telangana University
Cultural Approach
13 | S. Suresh Kumar 2021 Information Technology Services DR. K. Alivelu
Kasarapu Start-Ups in Hyderabad- LEAN SIX | CESS
SIGMA Approach
14 | Amarsing Mudavath 2021 | Conservation and Forest Rights Prof. M. Gopinath

Act: A Case Study of Kawal Tiger

Reserve in Telangana

Reddy, CESS
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sl Year of
N(; Name of the Scholar | Registra- Topic of Research Name of the Supervisor
tion
15 | Y.S Prakash Anil 2021 Re-Peasanisation in Indian Prof. R. Siva Prasad
Agriculture: A Case of Zero Budget | University of Hyderabad,
Natural Farming in Andhra Pradesh | Prof. S. Galab
Institute of Development
Studies
16 | Panthangi Sampath 2021 | Crop Diversification and Its Dr.B. Suresh Reddy
Implications for food and Nutrition | CESS
Security among smallholders:
Evidence from Telangana and India
17 | Kandi Satish Goud 2021 Governance of the National Food Dr.S. Laxman Rao
Security Act, 2013: A Study on CESS
the Delivery of Food Security
Entitlements in Telangana State
18 | R.Shital 2021 | Employability of Management Dr.M. Venkata Narayana
Graduates in Telangana: Individual, | CESS
Institutional and Organisational
Factors
19 | Srija Mitra 2021 Upgrading in Global Value Chain: | Dr.C.T.Vidya
Analyzing the Dynamics of India CESS
and Bangladesh’s Textile & Clothing
Industry
20 | Medha A.S 2021 Socio-economic Assessment of Dr.Jeena T.Srinivasan
Vulnerability among Small-Scale CESS
Fisheries in India
21 | Annemalla Ramesh 2021 Financial Inclusion and Economic | Dr. K. Alivelu
Growth in India: Evidence from CESS
Districts of Telangana State
22 | K.Yadagiri 2021 Enhancing of Quality Dimensions | Dr. Venkatanarayana.M
in Higher Education Institutions: A | CESS
Study of General Graduates Degree
Colleges in Telangana
23 | M.Kamaraju 2021 Spatial and Temporal Growth Prof.A.Bala Kishan
Pattern of Hyderabad-A Osmania University
Geoinformatic Approach Dr. Pratigya
Telangana University
24 | Ramavath Ravi 2022 | Socio-economic and Migration Dr. Korra Vijay
Status of the Lambadis: A Study CESS
of Human Rights Perspectives in
Southern Telangana
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sl Year of
N(; Name of the Scholar | Registra- Topic of Research Name of the Supervisor
tion
25 | R. Bhanu Prakash 2022 Land Administration Policies and Prof. Ch. Bala Ramulu
Implementation in Telangana: A CESS
Study with Special Reference to Dr. Y. Sreenivasulu
Land Record Updating Program CESS
26 | Rincy Simon 2022 Housing and Well Being in India Prof. E. Revathi
: The Case of Public Housing in CESS
Kerala and Telangana Prof. C. Ravi, CESS
27 | G.Santhosh 2022 | Socio-Economic Inequalities among | Dr. Korra Vijay
Scheduled Tribes in Telangana: CESS
a Sociological Study of Adivasi,
PVTG and Dispersed Tribes
28 | M.Radha Lekshmi 2022 | Role of Alternative Dispute Prof. M. Gopinath Reddy
Resolution (ADR) Mechanisms CESS
in enduring Better Access to
Justice, Efficacy and Challenges of
Working of ‘Ur Panchayats’ in the
Coromandel Coast of Tamil Nadu
29 | Suadath.V 2022 A Sociological Study of Health Dr.Ch. Krishna Rao
Behaviour and Vaccination in Kerala | CESS
30 | C.Uma Maheswari 2022 | Impact of Goods and Services Tax | Dr.Pradeep Kamble
on Micro and Small Enterprises: Dr. K. Alivelu
A Study on Micro and Small CESS
Enterprises of Telangana
31 | Vinitha Anna John 2022 Interface between Local Dr.S.Laxman Rao
Government Institutions and CESS
Climate Change: A Study of the
Policy Implications of Recent
Hydrological Disasters in Kerala
32 | Sravani Labishetty 2023 Rural Women Entrepreneurship- Dr. P. Aparna
A study of ‘Streenidhi’ scheme in CESS
Telangana State
33 | Kannan 2024 | Energy Democracy for Dr. Jeena T.S
Socioeconomic Justice: The Politics | CESS
and Viability of a Justice-based
Decarbonisation Policy
34 | Swaraj Salah 2024 The impact of IT industries on the Dr. Kasturi Alivelu

growth and development of the
Indian economy

CESS
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L. Year of
No Name of the Scholar | Registra- Topic of Research Name of the Supervisor
tion

35 | Vamshavardhini 2024 | The Economic Viability of Prof. Sujit Kumar Mishra
Kuchipudi Dance - A Study with Council for Social
special reference to Telugu-speaking | Development
States

36 | Poola Devendra 2024 | The Emergence of Political Prof. M. Gopinath Reddy
Consultants in Indian Politics: A CESS
Study on Political Consultancy
Impact on Political Parties

(vi) Ph. D thesis awarded and submitted since inception

Total Number of Ph.Ds awarded till 31 March 2025 102
Total Number of M. Phil awarded till 31 March 2025 100
Ph.D Thesis submitted (from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025) 4
Ph.D Thesis awarded (from 1 April 2024 to 31 March 2025) 4
Ph.D Awarded/ Submitted 2024-25
(vii) Ph.D Awarded 2024-25
Sl. | Name of the TU/ ) . Research
No Scholar BRAOU Subject Topic of Research Supervisor
1 M. Venu Telangana | Public Governance of Water and Prof. M.
Madhav University | Administration | Sanitation Programs: A Study of | Gopinath
Local Self Governments (PRIs) | Reddy
and the Role of Community
Based Organisations (CBOs) in
Telangana State
2 O. Pranathi Telangana | Political Science | Political Participation of Prof. Ch.
University Women in Urban Local Bodies: | Balaramulu
A Study of Two Municipal
Corporations in Andhra
Pradesh
3 Sangeetha B.R. Commerce Housing Finance in Telangana | Prof. A.
Gandu Ambedkar State: The Role of State Bank of | Sudhakar
Open Indiaand Housing Development
University Finance Corporation Limited
4 Moulkar Telangana | Economics Economic Analysis of Prof. E. Revathi
Rajeshwar University Farm-Level Adaptation to Dr. B. Suresh
Climate Change in Dryland Reddy
Agro-Ecosystem: A Study in
Telangana State
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(viii) Ph.D Submitted
Sl Rt TU/ BRAOU Subject Topic of Research Reseal:ch
No Scholar Supervisor
1 | Nalini Mohan | B.R. Political Science | An Assessment of Forest | Prof. M.
Ambedkar Governance and Climate | Gopinath Reddy
Open Change in a Few Select
University States of India
2 |Jyothsna Varsha | B.R. Economics Mergers and Acquisitions, | Dr. Kasturi
Ambedkar Patenting in the Indian Alivelu
Open Pharmaceutical Industry
University
3 | Sri Vidhya Telangana Economics India’s Textile Sector: Trade | Dr. C. T. Vidya
Mummidi University Networks, Competitiveness
and Internationalization
4 | Ramesh Telangana Commerce Financial Inclusion and Dr. Kasturi
Annemalla University and Business Economic Growth in Alivelu)
Management India: Evidence from
Districts of Telangana State

(ix) Ph.D. Abstracts 2024-25

(a) Governance of Water and Sanitation Programs:
A Study of Local Self Governments (PRIs) and the
Role of Community Based Organisations (CBOs)
In Telangana State

Venu Madhav

Water and sanitation are critical for human health,
well-being and development, yet many still struggle to
access even the most basic services. Citizen engagement,
through decentralized governance like Panchayat Raj
Institutions (PRIs) and collaboration with civil society
such as Community Based Organisations (CBOs),
is essential in improving public service delivery
and addressing inequities. The research addresses a
significant gap in the literature on water and sanitation
governance in rural areas, focusing on the critical analysis
of policies through the lens of New Public Management
(NPM). It seeks to examine government programs and
policies ensuring the accessibility, availability, quality,
and equity of water services in Telangana. The study
investigates key governance issues at institutional,
bureaucratic, and community levels while exploring
the impact of community and CBO involvement on
service provision. The objectives include assessing the
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adequacy of water and sanitation services, identifying
implementation challenges, and analyzing the roles
and issues between PRIs, CBOs, and line departments
in ensuring adequate water and sanitation services for
the community. The study tests two key hypotheses.
The first hypothesis explores whether villages closer to
urban areas have better access to water and sanitation
(W&S) services, with the null hypothesis suggesting
location plays a role, while the alternative suggests it
does not. The second hypothesis examines whether the
effective implementation of W&S policies depends on
the participation of local self-governments and CBOs.
The null hypothesis assumes that their involvement is
not essential, while the alternative argues that effective
participation significantly impacts the success of W&S
service delivery.

The study adopted a community participation
perspective. Data were collected from household
surveys, focus group discussions (FGDs), and case
studies involving rural local body representatives,
government officials, and community members. A
multi-stage random sampling method was used to
select 403 households from eight villages and four
mandals in two districts, one Open Defecation Free

(ODF) and one Non-ODE Research tools such as
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house listing, household schedules, village schedules,
and community scorecards were employed to assess
water and sanitation services, alongside statistical
methods like the Chi-square Test and Correlation
Test to analyze the data. The study found significant
disparities in the availability, adequacy, and equity of
drinking water and sanitation services across sample
villages in Telangana, particularly near urban areas
and among different social groups. Challenges to
sustainable water governance were identified, including
a lack of technical staff and funding for operations
and maintenance (O&M) and limited community
awareness and participation. Political disparities also
influenced access, distribution, and service delivery.
The involvement of CBOs and NGOs in some villages
improved water supply responsiveness, highlighting
their role in promoting sustainability. Additionally, a
gap between political decisions and bureaucratic

(b) Political Participation of Women in Urban Local

Bodies: A Study of Two Municipal Corporations in
Andhra Pradesh

O Pranathi

The present study Political Participation of Women
in Urban Local Bodies: A Study of Two Municipal
Corporations in Andhra Pradesh attempts to examine the
level of political awareness of municipal corporation
ward members and factors contributing to or otherwise
hindering political participation of ward members;
the awareness of political executives on their powers,
functions, and provisions of municipal Act/s for
undertaking programs/ schemes for the development of
the area; the role of elected women political executives
in the decision-making process in urban local bodies;
and the perceptions of stakeholders on the role of
women political executive.

Objectives are (i) to study the level of political
awareness of municipal corporation ward members
and factors contributing to or hindering political
participation, (ii) to examine the awareness of political
executives on their powers, functions, and provisions
of municipal Act/s for undertaking programs/ schemes
for the development of the area (iii) to analyse the role
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of elected women political executives in the decision-
making process in urban local bodies (iv) to analyse
the perceptions of stakeholders on the role of women
political executive

The socio-economic backgrounds of women, along
with their political awareness and participation, might
suggest that they act independently in their roles.
Their induction into grassroots democratic institutions
is largely due to the reservation of seats for women,
and it is typically their spouses or male relatives who
encourage them to run in elections to maintain their
political influence. “Without reserved wards, women’s
political entry into politics would likely remain an
elusive goal’. Indeed, even three decades after the 74th
Constitutional Amendment Act of 1992, women
often remain as proxies for male family members in
the grassroots tier of urban democratic governance,
despite their numerical success. The structural factors
like not having the functions devolved completely, the
existence of parallel institutions, and lack of defined
autonomy with the influence of the district and state
level political executives; social factors like patriarchal
thoughts, marriages, child bearing, care work security
issues, lack of proper infrastructure; economic factors
such as lack of financial security, cost of elections, risk
of winnability along with the availability of better
promising options are some of the bottlenecks the
political executives in general and men in particular
face in urban governments. The study confirms the
theoretical framework, which promotes three shifts
in political activism: in agencies, meaning collective
organizations; in repertoires, referring to the actions
typically used for political expression; and in targets,
indicating the political actors that activists aim to
influence. It demonstrates that both conservative and
non-conservative methods of participation are indeed
prevalent in practice.

Over three decades since the 74th Constitutional
Amendment Act of 1992, it has been observed that
the participation of political executives, especially
women representatives, tends to be more passive—
characterized by attending meetings and listening to the
MLA and authorities—rather than actively engaging
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in decision-making and implementation processes in
urban governance.

Above all, the

participation in urban local bodies largely depends on

success/effectiveness  of women’s
theirlevel of assertiveness and awareness of their position
and rights at both the household and organizational
levels. Without this, women’s participation at the
grassroots level may merely represent a ‘politics of
accommodation’.

(c) Housing Finance in Telangana State: The Role
of State Bank of India and Housing Development
Finance Corporation Limited

Sangeetha Gandu

The study sets out four primary objectives: (1) to
analyze the growth and development of housing finance
in Telangana, (2) to understand the policy framework
that governs housing finance in India and Telangana,
(3) to evaluate the specific contributions of SBI and
HDFC Lid in housing finance, and (4) to examine
borrower perceptions regarding the services provided
by these institutions.

Using a mixed-methods approach, the research
integrates both primary and secondary data. A
structured questionnaire was administered to 396

borrowers 181 from SBI and 215 from HDFC across
four major districts of Telangana.

When comparing the roles of SBI and HDFC Ltd, the
study finds distinct operational patterns. SBI, being a
commercial bank, sources most of its funds through
fixed deposits and has a broader range of financial
services. It has witnessed a continuous rise in home
loan disbursements, although the growth rate has
shown volatility, indicating a lack of consistent focus
on housing finance as a core activity. Conversely,
HDFC Ltd, being a specialized housing finance
institution, relies more on borrowings than fixed
deposits and exhibits steadier growth in its home loan
portfolio. It has effectively expanded its disbursements
and repayments, showcasing strong risk management
and customer engagement.
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The comparative analysis reveals that while SBI is more
liberal in loan disbursements and flexible in repayment
terms, HDFC maintains stricter lending norms and
demonstrates better repayment behavior among its
borrowers. SBI’s expansive branch network allows it to
reach a broader demographic, including lower-income
and unmarried individuals. HDFC, on the other
hand, tends to cater more to professionals and higher-
income groups. However, both institutions have
played substantial roles in increasing the accessibility
of housing finance in Telangana.

Borrower perceptions, gathered through detailed
surveys, highlight the differences in customer
experience. Key determinants influencing borrower
satisfaction  include interest rates, sanctioning
procedures, processing time, legal charges, and the
clarity of information provided. SBI customers
expressed satisfaction with less complex procedures
but were concerned about fluctuating service quality.
HDEFC borrowers appreciated the professionalism and
efficiency of the process but raised issues regarding

higher interest rates and stricter terms.

Factor analysis grouped borrower perceptions into
five major dimensions: sanction and repayment
systems, transparency and reputation, low interest
and charges, minimal formalities, and advertising and
references. Regression analysis showed a strong positive
relationship between customer satisfaction and the first
three factors in both institutions. Interestingly, while
advertising and reference-based promotions positively
influenced SBI borrowers, they had a neutral or slightly
negative impact in HDFC’s case, possibly due to the
expectations set by such marketing not always being
met.

The findings have practical implications for both
institutions. SBI needs to enhance its service delivery,
especially in terms of transparency and responsiveness.
HDFC, while effective in operations, should consider
revising its interest rate structures and procedural
flexibility to better accommodate lower- and middle-
income segments. Both institutions can benefit from
improved outreach strategies, better grievance redressal
mechanisms, and user-friendly digital interfaces.
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Policy-wise, the study recommends that the government
consider district-wise housing needs while formulating
schemes, prioritize areas with higher housing deficits,
and promote Public-Private-People  Partnerships
(PPPP) to expand the reach of housing finance. Special
attention should be paid to empowering women
borrowers, elderly citizens, and economically weaker
sections through targeted subsidies and simplified
procedures. Efforts should also be made to reduce the
legal and administrative costs associated with housing

loans, which often deter low-income applicants.

The thesis concludes that both SBI and HDFC Ltd have
played pivotal roles in promoting housing finance in
Telangana, each with its own strengths and limitations.
While SBI’s widespread presence and inclusive approach
offer significant advantages, HDFC’s specialized focus
ensures efficient loan management and steady growth.
Together, they form the backbone of Telangana’s
institutional housing finance landscape.

(d) Economic Analysis of Farm-Level Adaptation
to Climate Change in Dryland Agro-Ecosystem A
Study in Telangana State

Rajeshwar Moulkar

Climate change, agriculture, and rural livelihoods are
inextricably intertwined, particularly in developing
countries, where agricultural systems often rely on
arid and semi-arid lands. These regions face increasing
vulnerability due to climatic stressors, affecting food
security and rural livelihoods. This thesis explores the
multifaceted relationship between climate change and
agriculture, focusing on Telangana, India—a region
characterized by the major climatic vulnerability is
drought, predominant reliance on rainfed farming, and
high rural population density dependent on agriculture
for livelihood. The study has three main objectives:
(i) to examine the climate sensitivity of major crop
yields—rice, maize, and groundnut in Telangana; (i)
to assess the alignment between farmers’ perceptions
of climate change and meteorological data; and (iii) to
analyse adaptation behaviour and their effects on crop
productivity and farm income.
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The research employs a mixed-methods approach,
integrating long-term secondary data with primary
data collected through structured surveys. The
secondary data, sourced from the ICRISAT, Tata-
Cornell Institute, and state agricultural reports, spans
from 1974 to 2015, covering yields, input usage, and
meteorological variables. Primary data was collected
from 315 farm households in six villages of the
Nalgonda district using multi-stage sampling. The
selection of this region was informed by its exposure to
climate vulnerabilities such as late monsoons, frequent
droughts, and erratic rainfall patterns.

The empirical result reveal that rice is negatively
impacted by higher maximum temperatures during
both its vegetative and ripening phases in the Kharif
season, resulting in a decrease in rice yield. At the
same time, higher minimum temperatures during
the ripening phase were found to have a positive and
significant impact, indicating that rice yield tends to
increase with higher minimum temperatures. The
maize productivity is slightly sensitive to weather-
related variables such as higher maximum and
minimum temperatures, while non-climatevariables
like fertilizer have a significant positive influence on it.
In the Rabi season, maize yields have shown slightly
negative impacts during the vegetative phase due to
higher minimum temperatures, but higher minimum
temperatures during the ripening phase positively affect
maize yield. Moreover, increased irrigation positively
impacts maize yields, particularly in Rabi season. The
groundnut is more sensitive to climatic fluctuations.
Higher maximum temperatures during the ripening
stage have a detrimental effect on groundnut yield
during the Kharif season. In the Rabi season,
maximum temperatures during the vegetative phase in
February, which is the ripening phase, have negatively
impacted the crop yield of groundnuts. Farmers are
highly aware of climate- related changes such as rising
temperatures, altered seasonal patterns, and erratic
rainfall. Long- term meteorological data validate these
perceptions, confirming increasing maximum and
minimum temperatures. Overall, farmers accurately
report delayed monsoons, unseasonal rain, dry
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spells, and decreased rainfall. Key factors influencing
adaptation include farm size, household size, soil type,
crop diversification, and participation in community-
based organizations. Farmers adopted various adaptive
practices, such as in situ moisture conservation,
crop diversification, intercropping, altering planting
schedules, and using drought-tolerant varieties. These
measures significantly boost both yields and incomes.
These findings emphasize the importance of targeted
support and the potential for adaptation strategies to
enhance resilience and economic outcomes for farmers
facing climate variability.
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implementation slowed service delivery, with Village
Water and Sanitation Committees often excluded
from key decision-making processes. Notably, wards
with women representatives experienced slightly
improved water and sanitation services. These findings
have important implications for policymakers and
practitioners working to improve service delivery in
communities, as they suggest that active engagement of
citizens in local governance and CBOs can lead to better
outcomes for communities. The research concluded
that further study was needed to explore the factors
contributing to sustainable water governance and
develop effective strategies to address the challenges.

(x) Fellowship Details
;l(; Name of the Scholar LR Zi::g:;vsmp Type of Fellowship Name(lo{f;;lilsctelj:&;fersny
1 | Ale Viswadeep Kiran 2023-24 JRF CESS
2 | Bharath Naroju 2023-24 JRF CESS
3 | Nimisha S S 2023-24 JRF CESS
4 | D. Praveen 2024-25 JRF CESS
5 | Teegala Sruthi 2024-25 JRF CESS
6 | Titir Sarkar 2024-25 JRF CESS

(xi ) Internship Programme - 2024-25

The Division for Graduate Studies (DGS) of Centre
for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) conducted a
summer Internship Programme for two months starting
from the last week of April in 2024. The core objective
of the internship programme of CESS is to make young
students (post-graduate level) undergo internship
in various social science disciplines to understand
nuances of, and participate in the inter-disciplinary
social science research. The internship provided an
invaluable opportunity to bridge theoretical knowledge
with real-world application, particularly in the areas of
social science to the Interns. Faculty members of CESS
guide and orient the students in developing research
questions, either for further studies or independent
research. Interaction with faculty, researchers, and
PhD scholars at CESS further enhances their research
knowledge. Interns are also exposed to the interplay
between research and policy, gaining an understanding
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of how research and policy can complement or
contradict each other.

P. Unni Megha worked under Prof. E. Revathi on The
Dynamics of Social Norms and Gender. Her report
analyzed the role of social norms in creating gendered
spaces and perpetuating women’s disadvantaged
position in society. She explored how these norms
restrict women’s access to opportunities in education,
employment, and beyond.

M. Nitish worked under Prof. Amar Yumnam on Rural
Banking in Telangana. His analysis emphasized the
critical role of rural banking in supporting the economic
development of Telangana’s rural communities.
The introduction of digital banking and the rise of
microfinance institutions have enhanced financial
inclusion, although challenges such as infrastructural
deficits, low literacy, and the digital divide persist.
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V. Poorvi worked with Dr. B. Suresh Reddy on Climate
Change and Dryland Agriculture. Her report revealed
that climate change exacerbates land degradation and
desertification, resulting in loss of arable land and
soil erosion. These environmental changes contribute
to migration, social unrest, and conflict over scarce
further s0Cio-economic

resources, agor avating

inequalities.

Ankit Kumar worked with Dr. M. Srinivasa Reddy
on Ground Water Quality and Management: A Case
Study of Saran District in Bihar. His report analyzed
the challenges facing groundwater quality in Saran
district, including over-extraction, agricultural runoff,
and poor waste disposal practices.

P. Mahati worked with Dr. Ch. Krishna Rao on Skill
Development Initiatives in India — A Case Study of
Seva Bharathi, Hyderabad. Her report highlighted
Seva Bharathi’s 27-year commitment to women’s
empowerment through various skill development
courses such as tailoring, maggam work, computer
embroidery, and beautician training, alongside regular
meetings that promote general knowledge and personal
development.

P. Deepika worked under Dr. K. Vijay on Gulf
Migration from Telangana. Her report explored the
diverse personal journeys of migrants, identifying
the various challenges they face through detailed case
studies.

KV Anirudh Kumar was supervised by Dr. Chakradhar
Jadhav on Assessing Export Potential and Performance
in Indian Agriculture: The Impact of Economic and
Policy Uncertainty. His report examined how economic
policy uncertainty impacts India’s agricultural exports,
emphasizing the significant role of Economic Policy
Uncertainty (EPU) in shaping agricultural trade
outcomes.

Liza Lakra was supervised by Dr. Chakradhar Jadhav
on The Nexus Between Global Value Chain (GVC)
Participation and Employment: An Empirical Analysis
of Emerging Economies. Her study examined the
complex relationship between GVC  participation
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and employment in BRICS economies, focusing on
backward and forward linkages. The findings suggested
that backward linkages, which rely on imported inputs,
have a negative impact on employment by displacing
domestic labor.

Balka Akshay Kumar worked under the supervision of
Dr. S. Laxman Rao on the project Gulf Migration from
Telangana: An In-depth Study of a High Migration
Village. His report analyzed the positive outcomes
of Gulf migration, including improved economic
conditions, better living standards, and infrastructure
development. However, it also highlighted challenges
such as the social costs of family separation, migrant
exploitation, and dependency on remittances.

(xii) Students’ Academic Activities

(a) Publications

1. Srividhya, M., & Vidya, C. T. (2024).
Internationalization at Inception: Insights from
the Indian Textile Industry’s Born Globals. Journal
of Economic Integration, 39(3), 688-713. DOI:
https://doi.org/10.11130/jei.2024033.

2. Mummidi, Srividhya, & Vidya, C. T. (2024). The
Changing Topology of Global Textile Exports: A
Network Perspective. Economics Bulletin, 44(3),
997-1009.

3. Vidya, C.T,, Srividhya, M., & Ujjwal, D. (2024).
Unveiling the Complex Web: Exploring the
International Fossil Fuel Trade Network and Its

Impact on CO2 Emissions and Trade Patterns.
Studies in Economics and Finance, 41(4), 871-901.

4. Srividhya, M., & Vidya, C. T. (forthcoming).
Mapping Indias Textile Exports: Trends and
Competitiveness. Artha Vijnana, 67(4).

5. Srividhya, M. (2024). Macroeconomic Factors
and Indias CO2 Emissions: Evaluating the

Environmental Kuznets Curve Hypothesis. Ecology,
Environment & Conservation, 30(11), $335-S339.

6. Ponnamaneni, P, Jadhav, C., & Ellanki, R. (2024).
Free Trade Agreements and Impact on Indian
Turmeric Trade: A Partial Equilibrium Analysis.
Indian Journal of Agricultural Marketing.
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7.

9.

10.

11.

Pranathi, O. (2024). Women’s Political
Engagement in Urban Local Bodies: A Brief
Historical Perspective. Huss: International Journal
of Research in Humanities and Social Sciences, Vol

11(1), 19-26, January-June 2024, 19-26.

Pranathi, O. (2024). Women Ward Members in
Urban Local Bodies of Andhra Pradesh: A Study
of Factors Contributing or Hindering Their Entry
and Engagement. Ajasra ISSN 2278-3741, 13(5),
53-61.(UGC- Care Listed)

Vinitha Anna John published ‘Unleashing Indid's
Potential: Reflections and the Path Abead’ in the
ICSSR-sponsored National Seminar proceedings
on Azadi: Studies on Democratic Decentralisation
and Women Freedom Fighters of India (ISBN: 978-
93-56485-80-8), 2024.

Prasuna, A., Kasturi, A., & Annemalla, R. (2024).
Unveiling the factors influencing financial
inclusion in India: a comprehensive analysis.

Cogent Economics & Finance, 12(1), 2381682.

Ramesh, A. (2024). Analysing the extent of
financial inclusion through the expansion of bank
branches in Telangana state. Studies in Humanities

and Social Sciences (SHerSS), 31(1), 10. ISSN
0972-1401.

(b) Workshops

Saroja  Sree participated in the
International Research Methodology Workshop
(in Hybrid Mode) organized by RC 25: Sociology
of Sports, Indian Sociological Society, New Delhi,
and the Department of History, Providence
College for Women, The Nilgiris, in collaboration
with Standard College, Manipur, the Department
of History, St. Mary’s College, Thoothukudi, the
Department of Economics, Kamaraj College,
Thoothukudi, and the Department of History,
Thiruvalluvar ~ Government  Arts

Rasipuram, from 23rd to 27th July 2024..

Five-Day

College,

O. Pranathi completed an Online International
Summer School Program, a three-day immersive
online certificate training symposium on “Feminist
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Foreign Policy - Past, Present, and Future”, organized
by The Asian Foundation and IMPRI, Delhi, from
June 24 to 26, 2024.

Santhosh Gugulothu attended a Three-Day Online
Workshop on Qualitative Research Methodology
organized by the Indian Sociological Society from
November 4 to 6, 2024.

Santhosh Gugulothu attended a Ten Days
International Research Methodology Workshop
organized by the Indian Sociological Society &
Centre for Study of Social Inclusion, Pondicherry
University, from September 18 to 27, 2024.

Radha Lekshmi M attended a ten-day ‘Research
Methodology Course in Social Sciences’ organized
by the Council for Social Development (CSD),
Hyderabad, under the sponsorship of ICSSR, New
Delhi, from July 2-12, 2024.

Suadath 'V attended a 10-day Research
Methodology Course (July 2-12, 2024) sponsored
by ICSSR at the Council for Social Development,
Hyderabad.

Pratyusha attended a two-day workshop on
“Mastering  the
Conducting Primary Research” by Jain University,
July 2024

Annanya Dwivedi attended the Ten-Day ICSSR
Sponsored Research  Methodology Course on

Innovative ~ Techniques  of

“Application of Innovative Tools and Techniques
for Qualitative and Quantitative Research” at the

Institute of Public Enterprise, Osmania University
Campus, Hyderabad, from 25th November 2024
to 5th December 2024.

Nimisha S § attended the Ten-Day ICSSR
Sponsored Research Methodology Course on
“Application of Innovative Tools and Techniques
for Qualitative and Quantitative Research” at the
Institute of Public Enterprise, Osmania University
Campus, Hyderabad, from 25th November 2024
to 5th December 2024.

Bhukya Salku attended the Ten-Day ICSSR
Sponsored Research Methodology Course on
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“Application of Innovative Tools and Techniques
for Qualitative and Quantitative Research” at the
Institute of Public Enterprise, Osmania University
Campus, Hyderabad, from 25th November 2024
to 5th December 2024.

(c) Seminars

O. Pranathi attended the AP History Congress
held at Gudur, Tirupati District, on January 4 and
5,2025.

O. Pranathi attended the International Conference
on “Sustainable Development: Generative Al
and Multidisciplinary Strategies” organized by
Sri Padmavathi School of Pharmacy, Tirupati, on
December 22 and 23, 2024.

(d) Conference Paper Presentations

Sri Vidhya, M., presented a paper titled A/
Integration and Digital Regulation: Impacts on
Global Trade in Digital Services at the 18th Bulletin
of Monetary Economics and Banking International
Conference on July 29, 2024, Jakarta, themed
Embracing Digitalization and Artificial Intelligence
amid Global Uncertainty.

O. Pranathi, presented a paper titled “Women-Led
Development Through National Education Policy
2020 for Vikasit Bharat - A Catalyst for Achieving
SDG 57 at the All India Women Academicians
Conference, Osmania University, Hyderabad, on
September 21, 2024.

Saroja Sree, presented a paper on credit linkages
among agricultural households in India for the
AERC conference, 23rd and 24th December 2024
at GIPE, Pune.

O. Pranathi, presented a paper titled “Navigating the
Impact of Al and Automation on Rural Employment
in India” at the International Conference on
Sustainable Development: Generative Al and
Multidisciplinary ~ Strategies, organized by Sri
Padmavathi School of Pharmacy, Tirupati, on
December 22 and 23, 2024.
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O. Pranathi, presented a paper titled “Political
Activism and Engagement of Women in SPSR Nellore
District — A Historical Study” at the AP History
Congress held at Gudur, Tirupati District, on
January 4 and 5, 2025.

Medha A S., presented a paper titled “Zhe
Contested  Commons:  Challenges and ~ Realities
of Access to Livelihood Space” at the Small Scale
Fisheries Regional Symposium for Asia-Pacific
held in Shizuoka, Japan, from April 9 to 12,
2024. The symposium was hosted by TBTT Japan,
in partnership with Tokai University and other
partners, with support from TBTT Global.

Vinitha Anna John, presented Harmony at Risk:
Unveiling Environmental Security Challenges in
Gulmarg, Kashmir’at the International Conference
on Non-Traditional Security Challenges in India
and China, April 22-23, 2024, Mahatma Gandhi

University, Kerala.

Vinitha Anna John, presented Shadows of
Migration: Examining the Lives of Andhra Pradeshs
Women Migrants in the Gulf” at the Global South
Paradigms conference, October 11-13, 2024.

Santhosh Gugulothu, presented a paper titled
“Unveiling the Disparities: A Study of Tribal
Communities in Telangana” at the International
Conference on Tribal Livelihood Patterns: Issues
and Strategies for Empowerment, organized by Dr
BR Ambedkar Open University, Hyderabad, on
August 8-9, 2024.

Suadath V., presented a paper titled Perceived
Social Mobility and Political Participation in India:
Gender, Media, and Civic Engagement’ at the 6th
Korea-India Forum 2030 in September 2024.

(e) Accolades

O. Pranathi, delivered lectures on “Politics and
Political Setup of Andhra  Pradesh and Local
Governance” for Probationary IPS Officers (Batch
2024) at the Andhra Pradesh Police Training
Academy, Anantapur, on October 30, 2024.
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O. Pranathi, delivered lectures on “Media
Management” to Trainee Sub-Inspectors at the
Police Training College, Ananthapuramu, on

December 26, 2024.

Suadath V, Guest Speaker at the Department of
Sociology, MAO College of Arts and Science,
Elayur, on July 17,2024, on the theme: Introduction
1o Sociology and Research.

(f) Editorial Contributions

Mummidi Srividhya, reviewer for the Journal
of Infrastructure and Policy Development from
September to November 2024.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

Annual Report 2024-25 @SS

O. Pranathi authored an editorial article titled
“Telusukonave Yuvarhi’, published in the Sakshi
Telugu Daily Newspaper, Telangana Edition, on
the occasion of Raksha Bandhan, August 18, 2024.

O. Pranathi authored an editorial article on
“Scrapping Two-Child Nominations in Elections for
Local Bodies in the AP Legislature”, published in the
Andhra Jyothi Telugu Daily Newspaper, Andhra
Pradesh Edition, on December 6, 2024.
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IV. EVENTS ORGANISED BY CESS

1. Special Lecture
Stabilization Policy Options in a ‘Lower and Longer’

Interest Rates Environment

Prof. Dilip M Nachane, Chairman of CESS, delivered
a special lecture on “Stabilization Policy Options in a

‘Lower and Longer’ Interest Rates Environment” on April

29, 2024. He examined the challenges of conventional
monetary policy in prolonged low-interest-rate
and
including the Keynesian liquidity trap and Hawtrey’s
credit deadlock, with a focus on Quantitative Easing

(QE).

explored alternative approaches,

scenarios

Prof Dilip M Nachane, Chairman of CESS, delivered a special lecture on “Stabilization Policy Options in a
‘Lower and Longer’ Interest Rates Environment”

2. Panel Discussion on Poverty: Insights for Ph.D
Scholars and Students

A panel discussion on poverty was held on May 24,
2024, chaired by Prof. E. Revathi, Director of CESS.
Key speakers included Prof. C Ravi, who shared
insights on the poverty debate’s evolution; Dr. M
Venkatanarayana, presented on the Multi-dimensional
Poverty Index; and Dr. P Aparna, discussed poverty

across states and social groups.

3. Interactive Session with Karnataka’s 5th State
Finance Commission

An interactive discussion with the 5 State Finance
Commission of Karnataka, chaired by Sri C
Narayanaswamy, former MP, was held on June 12,
2024, offering an opportunity to discuss pressing fiscal
issues and priorities.

An interactive session with the 5th State Finance Commission, Karnataka
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4. International Yoga Day 2024 Celebration at CESS

A lecture on the importance of Yoga, followed by a
Yoga session, was held on 21* June 2024 to celebrate
International Yoga Day under the guidance of Smt.
Ratna Kumari, a certified Yoga trainer, participated with
Prof. E. Revathi, Director of CESS, along with faculty,
research scholars, and staff. She briefly explained the
science of Yoga, its origin, and the theme for this year,

“Self and Society.”
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5. Capacity Building Workshop on Quantitative
Techniques

From July 1-11, 2024, CESS, in collaboration with
ICSSR-SRC, organized a Capacity Building Workshop
on “Quantitative Techniques” for degree college
lecturers in Telangana. Prof. B. Sudhakar Reddy,
Director of ICSSR-SRC, was the Chief Guest.

International Yoga Day Celebration at CESS

Capacity Building Workshop on “Quantitative Techniques” for degree college lecturers in Telangana.
Prof B. Sudbakar Reddy, Director of ICSSR-SRC was the Chief Guest

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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6. Inauguration of Renovated Guest House at CESS
Dr. G. Chinna Reddy, Vice-Chairman, Planning Board,

Government of Telangana, inaugurated the Renovated
Guest House at CESS on 12* July 2024. The event
was graced by the presence of Dr. G.R. Reddy, Founder
Member of CESS, and Prof. E. Revathi, Director of
CESS, along with faculty, staff, and students, marking

a significant milestone in enhancing the institute’s

infrastructure.

Dr. G. Chinna Reddy, Vice-Chairman of the Planning Board,
Government of Telangana, inaugurated the renovated
Guest House at CESS

7. Discussion on Union and State Budgets 2024-25

A two-day discussion session on the Union and State
Budgets 2024-25 took place on August 5-6, 2024.
CESS research scholars presented insights on key budget
topics, with contributions from Durga on Income and
Corporate Tax, Mohsin on Minority Affairs, Annanya
on Energy, Nimisha on Women Empowerment,
Salku on Agriculture in Telangana’s Budget, Kshama
on Agriculture, Bharat on Environment, Sujatha on

Health, and Vishwadeep on External Affairs.
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8. Dr. Y.V. Reddy Joins CESS as Distinguished
Fellow

Dr. YV, Reddy, former RBI Governor, has joined
CESS as a Distinguished Visiting Fellow. It is an honor
for CESS faculty and scholars to engage with his vast
expertise in economics, finance, and policy-making
through interactive sessions and collaborations.

R

|
Dr. Y. V. Reddy, former RBI Governor, joins CESS as a

Distinguished Fellow
9. Acharya Kothapalli Jayashankar Birth
Anniversary Celebrated

CESS celebrated the birth anniversary of Acharya
Kothapalli Jayashankar on August 6, 2024, honouring
his role in Telangana’s formation. Prof. M. Kodandaram,
Retired Professor from Osmania University, spoke

Prof: M. Kodandaram commemorates Acharya Kothapalli
Jayashankar’s Birth Anniversary
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on Dr. Jayashankar’s contributions to the statehood
movement, with Dr. G.R. Reddy, a founding member
of CESS, as the Guest of Honour.

10. Faculty Seminar by Dr. M. Venkatanarayana

Dr. M. Venkatanarayana delivered a faculty seminar
on“Wage-Earnings of Regular Salaried Workers in
India by Skill Levels and Skill Mismatch with Gender
Dimension: Analysis Using PLES (2022-23).” On
September 20, 2024. The session provided valuable
insights into wage disparities, skill mismatches, and
their gendered implications based on the latest PLES
data.

11. Training and Capacity Building Programme for
CEOs/Directors of Farmer Producer Companies

The Centre for FEconomic and Social Studies
(CESS) inaugurated a Training and Capacity Building
Programme for CEOs/Directors of Farmer Producer
Companies on 23" September 2024, sponsored
by ICSSR. Dr. Arifa Sultana, Program Coordinator
and Consultant, CESS, briefed about 32 participants
who have come from Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.
The event commenced with a welcome address
by Prof. E Revathi, Director of CESS, who emphasized
the importance of farmer-producer companies in
organizing small farmers in the agricultural sector.

She reiterated the role of CESS in conducting research
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studies to assess the performance and challenges faced
by Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs).

Following her address, the Chief Guest, Smt. Suseela
Chintala, Chief General Manager of NABARD,
Hyderabad, delivered a keynote speech, outlining
the significant role played by FPOs in advancing
agriculture. She described FPOs as startups with
tremendous potential and encouraged CEOs to explore
opportunities beyond traditional farming, including
diversification into processing to ensure financial

stability.

Smt. Suseela Chintala also highlighted key initiatives
from NABARD that are designed to support post-
harvest processing and modernization in agriculture.
She stressed the need for integrating modern
technologies, such as drone technology, into farming
practices and making agriculture an attractive field for
the younger generation.

Throughout the address, Smt. Suseela Chintala

underscored  the  importance  of  building
leadership, maintaining regular communication with
farmers, and adopting best practices in farming to
ensure long-term success. The inaugural session marked
the beginning of a week-long program to equip FPO
leaders with the skills and knowledge needed to thrive

in the evolving agricultural landscape.
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Chief Guest Susheela Chintala, cGM NABARD, at the FPO Leaders Training Program organized by CESS and sponsored by ICSSR
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12. Dr. Y.V. Reddy Honoured with TIOL
Fiscal Heritage Award 2024 for Lifetime
Contribution to Economics & Fiscal Policy
in India

Dr. Y.V. Reddy, former Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India and Distinguished Fellow at
CESS, was conferred the TIOL Fiscal Heritage
Award 2024 in recognition of his lifetime
contributions to economics and fiscal policy in
India. The prestigious TIOL Kautilya Global
Award 2024 was also presented to him by the
Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, Shri
Harivansh Narayan Singh, at the TIOL Fiscal

Awards 2024 cer cmony. Dr. Y.V, Reddy Honoured with TIOL Fiscal Heritage Award 2024

13. Prof. E. Revathi at Kautilya Economic Conclave 2024

Prof. E. Revathi, Director of CESS, participated as a  Employment Linkages- Evidence from a Longitudinal
panelist at the Kautilya Economic Conclave 2024 —  Study in the Interactive session on Jobs and Skilling.
The Indian Era. She presented on Education, Skills and
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Prof. E. Revathi ar Kautilya Economic Conclave 2024

14. Inaugural Session of the Ph.D. Induction

Programme for the 2024-2025 Batch at CESS structure, and essential workshops. Prof. D. M.

Nachane, Chairman, CESS, delivered an insightful
The Ph.D. Inaugural Session for the 2024-25 batch  address on the scientific approach in social sciences,
was held on October 14, 2024, in collaboration with ~ emphasizing exploratory data analysis, hypothesis
Telangana University. Prof. E. Revathi introduced —formulation, and econometrics. He urged scholars to
the programme, highlighting its coursework, research ~ focus on state-level research topics and discussed key
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issues like farmer suicides in Maharashtra, Telangana,
and Andhra Pradesh. He also explained the distinctions
between a thesis, paper, and project, stressing the

importance of methodology and research tools like
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SPSS and STATA. Dr. G. R. Reddy encouraged

students to pursue research with passion and engage
in field studies.
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Ph.D. Induction Programme for the 2024-2025 Batch at CESS

15. Book Release of “Intersecting Paths of
Sustainable Development, Urbanization, and
Women’s Empowerment” at the 23 IASSI Annual
Conference held during 25-27 October 2024 at
Ranchi

During the 23 Annual Conference of the Indian
Association of Social Science Institutions (IASSI), the
booktitled “Intersecting Paths of Sustainable Development,
Urbanization,
officially released. This book is an outcome of select
papers presented in the 22" IASSI Conference held at
CESS in 2023. Edited by E. Revathi, Ishwar Chandra
Awasthi, B. Suresh Reddy, and Aditi Madan, the

book delves into key issues surrounding sustainable

and  Womens — Empowerment”  was

development, urbanization, and the empowerment of
women. The Association emphasizes the importance of

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

interdisciplinary research in addressing contemporary

global challenges, which is also reflected in the book.

Book release during the 23" IASSI Annual Conference
held at Ranchi
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16. Dr. Y. V. Reddy Honoured as ‘Icon of the Indian
Economy’

Dr. Y. V. Reddy, former RBI Governor and Distinguished
Fellow at CESS, received the “Icon of the Indian
Economy” award from CNBC-TVIS8 in recognition
of his outstanding contributions to India’s economic

growth and stability. Known for his decisive policies,

he played a key role in crisis management, financial
reforms, and safeguarding Indian banks during the
2008 global crisis. Prof- E. Revathi, Dr. G. R. Reddy, and
the CESS community congratulated him on this well-
deserved recognition, celebrating his lasting impact on
India’s economic landscape.

17. Remembering Shri B.PR. Vithal on His 97
Birth Anniversary

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS)
commemorated the 97® birth anniversary of Shri B.PR.
Vithal on Monday, 2™ December 2024, at the Seminar
Hall of the B.PR. Vithal Auditorium.

Prof. E. Revathi, Director of CESS, warmly welcomed
the Chief Guest, Dr. Pinaki Chakraborthy, Visiting
Distinguished Professor at NIPFP and Vice-Chairman
of IDS-Jaipur, along with Dr. C. Ram Manohar Reddy,
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faculty, guests, and research scholars. She highlighted
Shri B.PR. Vithals significant contributions and
legacy, emphasizing his role as the Founder and first

Chairman of CESS.
She noted that Shri B.PR. Vithal positioned the

institute as an autonomous national institution
bridging academicians and policymakers. Along with
co-founders Dr. G. Rami Reddy, Dr. S.K. Rao, Prof.
Ch. Hanumantha Rao, and Dr. Waheeduddin Khan
(the first Director of the Centre), he established
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CESS with a vision of academic excellence and policy
relevance. She also highlighted his influential research
papet, The Telangana Surpluses: A Case Study, which
played a key role in shaping the demand for a separate
Telangana state.

Dr. Pinaki Chakraborthy delivered a lecture on “Zssues
Before the 16" Finance Commission of India: Fiscal
Balance, Fiscal Space, Fund Flow, and Sub-National
Fiscal Risks.” He addressed the fallout of the pandemic
and its impact on the present macroeconomic context.
He emphasized the surge in global debt during the
pandemic, which reached nearly 100% of GDP in
2020, and its implications for fiscal solvency and debt
sustainability. Although tightened fiscal and monetary
policies in many countries have led to a decline in global
public debt to 92% of GDD, this remains 8 percentage
points above pre-pandemic projections. Highlighting
parallels with global trends, he noted that India has
demonstrated impressive post-COVID growth and
fiscal recovery, with significant reductions in both debt
and deficit levels from their peaks. However, India’s
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debt ratio is still notably higher than other emerging
market economies (EMEs).

Dr. Chakraborthy identified key issues, including the
need for a flexible fiscal framework focusing on capital
expenditure, transparent mechanisms to address off-
budget borrowing and liabilities, and the importance of
a harmonized guarantee management law to enhance
fiscal transparency. He also proposed several strategies
for the way forward: target debt-GSDP ratio as a
part of the FRBM framework of states, a time-bound
elimination of revenue deficits to strengthen fiscal
balance and boost capital expenditure, redesigning
on-lending programs to enhance fiscal prudence
at the state level, and improving Public Financial
Management (PEM) by creating comprehensive data
on Public Sector Borrowing Requirements (PSBR).
Additionally, he stressed the need for a medium-term
debt reduction strategy with a clearly quantified path
and the development of a harmonized guarantee
framework to mitigate off-budget fiscal risks and
promote fiscal transparency.

Dr. Pinaki Chakraborthy delivered a lecture on the occasion of Shri B.PR. Vithals 97" Birth Anniversary

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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18. Condolence Meeting in Memory of Prof.
Manmohan Singh, Former Prime Minister of India

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS),
Hyderabad, held a condolence meeting in memory
of Prof. Manmohan Singh, former Prime Minister of
India, on Monday, 30" December at 10:30 AM. The
meeting was chaired by Prof. CH Hanumantha Rao,
Founder Member & Honorary Professor, CESS.

The meeting was attended by Prof. J. Mahender Reddy,
Founder member CESS, Dr. G. R Reddy, Founder
Member CESS, Prof E. Revathi, Director CESS,
faculty members, staff, research scholars, and media
representatives.

Prof. E. Revathi led the gathering in offering floral
tributes and observing a one-minute silence. In her
address, she paid tribute to Prof. Manmohan Singh,
who passed away on the evening of 26™ December
2024. She remembered him as a distinguished
economist, academic, bureaucrat, and statesman. Prof.
Manmohan Singh served as the Finance Minister of
India from 1991 to 1996 under the PV Narasimha Rao
Government and as the Prime Minister of India from
2004 to 2014 during the UPA Government.

Prof. Revathi highlighted his role as the chief architect
of the economic reforms of 1991. She recalled CESS’s
association with Prof. Manmohan Singh, noting his
inauguration of the Silver Jubilee celebrations of CESS
in January 2006. The BPR Vithal Auditorium at CESS
was also inaugurated by him. During the event, Prof.
Manmohan Singh commended the establishment of
social science research centres and underscored the
importance of research in shaping policy debates. He
stressed the responsibility of social scientists to engage
with public opinion and contribute knowledge to
inform public policy decisions.

Prof. C.H. Hanumantha Rao :

Professor Manmohan Singh was a source of inspiration
at the Delhi School of Economics and the Institute of
Economic Growth because of the academic distinction
he achieved at Cambridge and Oxford Universities. I
have had the privilege of working with him twice, firstas
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Director of the Institute of Economic Growth in Delhi,
during the 1970s, when he was the Chairman of the
Institute, and later as Member, Planning Commission
during the 1980s, when he was the Deputy Chairman
of the Planning Commission. He often used to advise:
“We should be ‘Fair and Firm’ while dealing with issues
or individuals.” At the Institute of Economic Growth
when he was the Chairman, major changes in the Rules
and Regulations were carried out to democratize the
Institute through greater participation of the faculty
in its management as members of the Governing
Body, Academic Committee, and the Committee of
Administration and Finance, as visualized by Professor

V.K.R.V.Rao.

In the early 1990s, along with the then Prime Minister
Shri PV. Narasimha Rao, he, as Finance Minister,
was the architect of economic reforms in the country
through globalization and de-regulation by liberalizing
investment and trade. These systemic changes were
unprecedented since the days of the first Prime Minister
Pandit Jawahar Lal Nehru. As a result of these reforms
India became one of the fastest growing economies in
the world.

However, because the succeeding government gave
exclusive attention to market-oriented reforms with a
fragile infrastructure, there was a sharp deceleration of
agricultural growth, widespread rural unemployment
and distress for over a decade. The mass discontent,
so accumulated, resulted in the government of the day
suffering an electoral defeat in the general elections
held in 2004, despite achieving a high GDP growth
rate of 8% in that year!

The new government led by the Prime Minister
Prof. Manmohan Singh was quick to realize the need
for pursuing growth with social justice. Achieving
‘Inclusive Growth” became the prime goal of Eleventh
and Twelfth Five Year Plans. For ensuring inclusiveness
in Growth, the Prime Minister constituted ‘National
Advisory Council’ headed by Mrs. Sonia Gandhi,
which recommended a series of rights-based measures
including Employment Guarantee Act, Right to
Information Act, Food Security Act, Forest Rights
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Act, etc. These recommendations were promptly
accepted and implemented by the Prime Minister Prof.
Manmohan Singh. These two major transformative
policy measures, viz., liberalization of the economy
and achieving inclusive growth launched under his
leadership have come to stay calling for their effective
implementation.

The Board of Governors, Chairman, Director, faculty,
staff, and scholars of CESS mourned his demise and
conveyed their heartfelt condolences to the bereaved
family.

19. Faculty Seminar on “Economic History of
Hyderabad State: 1858 to 1948”

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS)
hosted a faculty seminar on the Economic History of
Hyderabad State: 1858 to 1948 on Thursday, 2™ January
2025, by Prof E Revathi, at the Seminar Hall of the
B.PR. Vithal Auditorium. The seminar, chaired by Dr
G.R. Reddy, Founder Member of CESS, emphasized
the importance of understanding historical contexts
for contemporary socio-economic development. Prof.
Adapa Satyanarayana, Former Professor at Osmania
University, was the discussant, offering valuable
insights.

Prof. Revathi began her presentation by discussing the
220-year reign of the Nizams (1729-1948), during
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which Hyderabad evolved into a significant princely

state under colonial influence. She explained that
by 1881, Hyderabad covered an area of 82,698 sq
miles with a population of 9.8 million, consisting of
Kannada-Marathi speaking regions in the north-west
and Telugu-speaking regions in the south-east. She
also explored the socio-political impact of anti-British
and anti-Nizam movements, such as the 1857 Sepoy
Mutiny and Turre Baz Khan’s revolt.

She highlighted the key reforms during the Era of
Salarjung (1853-1883), including efforts to address
state debts, modernize governance, and foster
socio-economic development. She pointed out that
Hyderabad led significant innovations, being the first
princely state in British India to separate the judiciary
from the executive, establish a university with Urdu
as the medium of instruction, and develop public
sector industries. She also mentioned that the state
introduced its own railway system (Nizam’s Guaranteed
State Railway), postal service, and currency (“Osmania

Sikka”).

In her discussion on agrarian reforms, Prof. Revathi
explained how changes in land tenure, revenue surveys,
and the abolition of exploitative practices of tax
collection played a pivotal role in fiscal consolidation,
investment in economic infrastructure like railways,
road transport and irrigation which positively

77



CGSS Annual Report 2024-25

Prof: Adapa Satyanarayana attended the faculty seminar ar CESS as the discussant

impacted agriculture and the overall economy. She
further noted that fiscal reforms from 1858 to 1930
led to a 292% increase in revenue, marking a shift
from feudal stagnation to a developmental economy.
Agriculture was commercialised, serving as suppliers
of raw commodities and market for finished products.
The integration of Hyderabad economy with world
economy witnessed challenges posed by global events
such as World War I, the Great Depression, and
World War II, which significantly impacted the state’s
economy. Following Hyderabad’s merger with the
Indian Union in 1948, she noted that progressive
legislations like the Jagirdari Regulation Act (1948)
and the Hyderabad Tenancy and Agricultural Lands
Act (1950) reshaped agrarian structures and gave rights
to tenants.

Prof. Adapa Satyanarayana discussed the inclusive
approach of the Nizams, highlighting their belief that
Hindus and Muslims were like “two eyes” of the state.
He noted that the VI and VII Nizams were secular
in their outlook and promoted Urdu as the medium
of instruction, similar to how the British introduced
English. The Nizams believed the Jagirdar system was
inherited from their forefathers, which is why they
did not interfere with it. This tradition played a key
role in maintaining continuity in the administration.
Hyderabad also became a centre for modern research in
medicine, with Osmania Medical College welcoming
international research and encouraging scientific
advancements. Both the VI and VII Nizams were
broad-minded, fostering an atmosphere of communal

78

harmony in Hyderabad. The city maintained a
tradition of resistance against domination, from
figures like Sarvai Papanna to Chakali llamma. Prof.
Satyanarayana also emphasized the significance of two
post-1948 acts: the Jagirdari Regulation Act of 1948
and the Hyderabad Tenancy and Agricultural Lands
Act of 1950 in the agrarian history of the Hyderabad
State.

Dr. G.R. Reddy concluded the seminar by thanking
the speaker, discussant, faculty, and scholars for their
valuable contributions, expressing hope for more
enriching seminars at CESS.

20. Presentation on CESS Activities for School
Students

On the invitation of Sti Nijo Ben Joseph, Academic
Coordinator, Kothakota Pupils High  School,
Kothakota, Wanaparthy, Dr. Kasturi Alivelu, Associate
Professor/Dean, Division for Graduate Studies (DGS),
CESS made an online presentation on the activities of
the CESS on 23" January 2025.

Around 180 students attended the session; they
responded with happiness and found it very useful
and very informative. Further, the students added
that other than textbooks, this kind of presentation/
introduction about an institution they are hearing for
the first time, and informed during the feedback, that
they will make an assignment based on the presentation
and will keep these assignments in their Library for
future reference.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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Students of Kothakota Pupils High School, Wanaparthy, attended the online presentation on CESS Activities

21. 3 BPR Vithal Memorial Lecture on “India’s
Fiscal Federalism — Quo Vadis?” by Duvvuri
Subbarao, former RBI Governor

About the Speaker

Dr. Duvvuri Subbarao served as the Governor of the
Reserve Bank of India for five years (2008-13). Prior to
that, he was Finance Secretary to the Government of
India (2007-08) and Secretary to the Prime Minister’s
Economic Advisory Council (2005-07).

Subbarao joined the Indian Administrative Service
(IAS) in 1972, topping the highly competitive civil
services entry examination in that year. Asa civil servant,
he worked in various positions in the state government
of Andhra Pradesh and in the central government of
New Delhi. He was a Lead Economist in the World
Bank (1999 - 2004) where his responsibilities involved
advising developing countries on public finance
management.

Subbarao studied at the Indian Institute of Technology,
Kharagpur and later at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur. He went to Graduate School at
Ohio State University where he got MS in Economics
and later was a Humphrey Fellow at MIT studying
Public Finance. He obtained his doctorate from

Andhra University.
Subbarao’s book “Who Moved My Interest Rate”

chronicling his experiences in leading the Reserve Bank
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of India through five turbulent years is best known
for the way he explained the policy dilemmas and
challenges facing an emerging economy central bank in
a globalized world. After stepping down as Governor,
RBI, Subbarao served as a Distinguished Visiting
Fellow at the National University of Singapore and
later at the University of Pennsylvania. He is currently
guest faculty at Yale University.

Summary of the lecture

Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS)
organized the 3" B.PR. Vithal Memorial Lecture, an
event dedicated to honoring the legacy of Sri B.PR.
Vithal Garu, Founder Member and the first Chairman
of the CESS.

The session commenced with a warm welcome and
inviting guests on to the dais by Dr. Alivelu Kasturi,
Dean, DGS, CESS, followed by a solemn one-minute
silence and floral tributes led by Sri K. Ramakrishna
Rao, 1AS, Special Chief Secretary (Finance & Planning),

Government of Telangana, who also chaired the lecture.

Dr. Subbarao’s Keynote Address

“Centre State Cooperation is vital for Viksit Bharat”

To achieve our national aspiration of Viksit Bhart by
the centenary of Independence in 2047, we need much
deeper and more mature centre state cooperation,

according to Duvvuri Subbarao, former governor of
the Reserve Bank of India.
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The first generation reforms of the 1990s focussing
on liberalizing investment, trade and finance could
be implemented by the centre without consulting
the states because they fell within the domain of the
centre. The second generation reforms we now have to
implement focussing mainly on factor markets — land,
labour, taxation- require not just the consent but the
active cooperation and involvement of states.

Subbarao noted that the fiscal centre of gravity is
shifting towards states and our growth and stability
require not just a strong centre but strong states as well.

Tracing the evolution of fiscal federalism since
Independence, Subbarao lamented the shift from

cooperative federalism when political leaders at
the centre and in states subordinated their narrow
interests to larger national objectives to the present-
day combative federalism with sharp polarization on
political lines.

Delivering the 3 BPR Vithal Memorial Lecture at
the Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS)
in Hyderabad here today, Subbarao contested the
stereotype view that the terms of our fiscal federalism
are loaded against states. On the contrary, states in
India enjoy much great spending power and larger
autonomy on fiscal matters than their counterparts in
other federal countries including the US, Canada and

Brazil.
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Nevertheless, there is need for the centre to be more
conciliatory and consultative on centre state issues.

Presiding over the Lecture, K. Ramakrishna Rao, Special
Chief Secretary (Finance) of Telangana said that the
popular misconception about federalism in India has
been dispelled by Dr.Subba Rao persuasively arguing
that states should perceive issues from a national
perspective and Centre should give flexibility to the
states in understanding development expenditure.

BPR Vithal (1927-2020) served in the IAS in the
combined state of Andhra Pradesh and distinguished
himself as a long-standing finance secretary of the state.
He was a member of the Tenth Finance Commission
and was considered one of the foremost experts on
fiscal federalism.

Addressing the gathering, Prof E. Revathi, Director
of CESS said that CESS fraternity would remember
Sri BPR Vithal with reverence for his contribution
to setting and building the Centre as an autonomous
research institute - as a think tank to the state, funded
by the Government as well as making it known widely.

The event concluded with an engaging Q&A session
and concluding remarks by Sri K. Ramakrishna Rao,
further enriching the discussion. Prof. E. Revathi
delivered the vote of thanks, expressing gratitude to
the esteemed speaker, dignitaries, and attendees for
making the event a success.

22. 7" Foundation Day Lecture of the Centre
delivered by Prof. Santosh Mehrotra, Research
Fellow at IZA Institute of Labour Economics, Bonn,

on ‘Universalizing social insurance in India before
its demographic dividend ends by 2040’.

About the Speaker

Santosh Mehrotra, a human development economist
(with research in Health, Nutrition, Sanitation,
& Education), is Visiting Professor, Centre for
Development Studies, University of Bath, and before
that he was a Prof of Economics, Centre for Labour,
Jawaharlal Nehru University. After an MA in Econ.
from New School for Social Research, New York,
and Phd (Economics), Cambridge University (1985),
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Santosh spent 15 years with the UN (1991-20006) in
research positions, heading UNICEF’s global research
programme on social policy for developing countries
at the Innocenti Research Centre, Florence, and as
chief economist of the global Human Development
Report New York. He returned to India to head the
Rural Development Division and Development Policy
Division of Planning Commission (2006-09), and
was lead author of several chapters of the 11th & 12th
Five Year Plans of India. He was also the Director
General (2009-14) of the National Institute of Labour
Economics Research, Planning Commission, in the
rank of Secretary to the Government of India.

His writings have been translated into Hindi, Spanish,
French, Russian, German and Portuguese. He has
published 13 books (including 3 with Cambridge
University Press, 4 with Oxford University Press).
He consults regularly with ILO, Asian Development
Bank, UNDP, UNESCO, and UNEVOC in areas of
labour economics, skills/TVET, and in several areas as
a Human development economist.

Summary of the lecture

The 7% Foundation Day Lecture of the Centre for
Economic and Social Studies (CESS) was successfully
hosted on March 6, 2025, at the B.PR. Vithal
Auditorium, Hyderabad. Prof. E. Revathi, Director,
CESS, warmly welcomed the speaker, Prof. Santosh
Mebhrotra, and the chair of the lecture, Prof. J. Mahender
Reddy, along with faculty members, students,
academicians, and the press.

Prof. ]. Mahender Reddy, Distinguished Advisor, ICFAI
Society, Hyderabad, provided valuable insights into the
significance of the discussion. In her address, Prof E.
Revarhi highlighted the growth of CESS as a leading
research organization and the importance of the
CESS Foundation Day Lecture in fostering academic
discourse on critical socio-economic issues.

Prof. Santosh Mehrotra, Research Fellow, IZA Institute
of Labour Economics, Bonn, Germany delivered the
lecture on “Can India Universalize Social Insurance
before its Demographic Dividend Ends”? His lecture
focused on informal workforce accounting to 91%
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which lacks social insurance. According to ILO
terminology, the social security system consists of two
parts: social insurance and social assistance. Social
insurance includes old-age pensions, disability or
work-related injury benefits, and maternity benefits.
India will become an aging society as the demographic
dividend will end by 2040. Only 12 percent of Indians
are currently covered by a formal pension scheme. As a
result, most of the nearly five million Indians who join
the ranks of the elderly every year are vulnerable in old
age. Thus, there is an urgent need to ensure that the
nearly 550 million lacking social insurance have access
to maternity benefits, death or disability insurance or
access to pensions. It is proposed to put in place a Social
Insurance system, which is part non-contributory for

the extremely poor and part contributory for the non-
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poor. The total government cost of providing social
insurance to the poor unorganized sector workers/the
non-contributory dimension has been estimated at
0.69 percent of GDP or 137 Lakh crore rupees for the
country. This amount is comparable with the central
government’s annual total expenditure under all heads
of approximately 34 lakh crore rupees in 2019-20.
Moreover, the costs would decline with each year as a
share of GDP to 0.61% after 5 years. The lecture has
given a roadmap to cover entire workforce in the next
10 to 15 years, in accordance with the International
Labour Organization Conventions, well before India’s

demographic dividend ends.

The lecture concluded with a vote of thanks, marking
the successful completion of the event.
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23. FESTIVISTA 2025: A Celebration of Joy and

Togetherness

Every year in January, the DGS conducts sports and
cultural activities for the CESS fraternity.

Festivista 2025 was inaugurated by Prof. E. Revathi,
Director of CESS, on 20™ January 2025 at the BPR
Vithal Auditorium. To mark the occasion, Prof. Revathi
released balloons and planted a tree, symbolizing
growth and sustainability. Festivista2025 photo booth
is also installed on this occasion.

Organized every year by the DGS and research scholars
of CESS, Festivista is a time of celebration and fun
for the CESS fraternity. This year’s event started with
cheerful and melodious singing competition performed

Woodpecker
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by students, faculty, and staff, spreading happiness and
excitement. The event included games like chess, ludo,
carroms, and cricket, encouraging teamwork, friendly
competition, and enjoyment among all participants.

There was a fun and friendly spirit of competition
among the participants in all the events. The festivities
reached their zenith on January 31%, Cultural Day,
where the Auditorium at CESS transformed into a hub
of celebration, witnessing the grand prize distribution
ceremony that honored the remarkable achievements
of the participants. Festivista 2025 was a wonderful
occasion that brought the CESS community together,
creating happy memories and showcasing the spirit of
unity and enthusiasm.

Parrot
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The agenda for getting there 8ye vl 15 N
islarge, complex and also fa-
miliar.. But I want o em- 5353'."‘5 R'na.‘“"-m{:
phasise that we cannot be- o ¥
come a developed conntry | eserben obusbooin
unless the Centre and States =
play ing to a shared || * Sotedimind selod sts0
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Is education cess serving its purpose?

Diversion of funds flouts constitutional and financial federalism norms

HE Gosernment af Indis

[ras been levying the educa-

it e ks 200405, The
parposc s o facilitate improved
educalion Infrestructae and pro-
vide access o qualiy edecition
by mering addilonal Eoancial
resoumes requived for Inweven-
tioos nissted for edacationsd de-
velopmeat across states. Howeres,
be prirpose al levyimg the cess b
come the scanmer for some
time due lo the diverdon of such
fumds, The Union Budgey (2004-
25) of Indis ba magnifed such
diversion of the pmareds of the
reserve fund acorued doe w the
edacation cos, It the froes, the
ooem of constiiut looal end finan-
chal fedesalicny mre viclated.

While the main puarpose aof
the education cog i 1o utilise the
proceeds for schane expendinme
of the X '.Imhl.g En.luul:-n p.w—

:cbxm.ls {C88] \-iu’dt [xntﬁ! dl.:
states, the Unéon Budpet has allo-
cated the cess funds to i central
matitutioms. The allogiams (o
centead institutions dheally should
have been part of other central
sector expendibine mbepors and
v b et from mormal bt -
&ry suppart out of L proceeds,
and net frovn the fund conslutin
of education ces proceeds, Fen
Yeing wed @ sxch o way do ot
all under sheme expenditure
and garenota patol lramlen o
states under 55, Therdore, staim
dio ot starel o bemefit freem auch
allocations atall

The aducation cess [aitially in-
trmduced n Unine Busd
05, wos levied & 2%
Tngly procends were collecad to
miget the financid reuwnnces re-
qired fioe bp lemuenting the Cen-
arally Spemsared tlagship Schemes
{38 {oe educition, such -2 Sana.
Shikeha sbbivan (5541 and Mad-
Dary-hlcal (MDM) programmes.
Arvoodivghy, Prarambbde Shikda
Kosh (PSEL, woa creatéd in 2005
a3 non-lapsable reserve fmd inio
which ibs ediscailon cess proceeds
are credited

Subresquenitty, the Unfon Bodger

If the purposa of levying cess and surdharges Is to
mobilise the additional resources required in fadlitatng

heaith care and enh

ing the quality of education by

implementing the program mes In states, then it should
bespent accordingly for the purpose and that would
benefit the states. Education vess proceeds of MUSK
could have been put to better usage towards strength-
ening the higher education institutions under public

management across the states
200706 introduced the secondary  has not been miade i the distriba-
and higher education coss (SHEC)  tion of HEC between eduration
@ 1% inadditon 1o the edueation  and heshik, igaim within educativa

cest @ 2, The abjeciive-of SHEC
B o meet additional mesources
ol for Inlervention
;Tr:rms in mﬂndirymhmyﬁ;
educatin such as Rashiriy Mad-
byaeniik Shiksdia Abbivan {RMSA)
and Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha
Abkiyzn or PM Uchchalar Shik-
sha Abhiyan {RUSATM-USHA)
Ap attormpe v rads In 2000 o
creake a el “Madhyaooik ad
Uchchatar Shisha Fealt (MUSE)
the iney of PSE & 3 oon-
L sewerve fumd crediting
the SHEC proceeds, but could not
be realised then Evendually, the
BMLUSK was srented 18 2017,
Further, the Union Budget
WE-18 subsumed the educs-
o cems and secondary and
higher aducition cessindo-« single
Healih and Education Cess (HEC)
charged & 4% which, i1 s un-
demstond that HEC equivakent o
4 would goto educalion and 1%
o healtin Ofthe 3 pes cent fix od-
e fom fron the HEC it s uxler-
stood thar 2% procends sroald be
crodited to PSK and 1% to MUSE.
Howeves. & chesr-cut denancation

between primary, secundery and
ligher educadvn. Even the CAG
[Cuenptonlior and Andkor Gener-
) in one of it recent reposts bas
raised crmeerms obout pot désmar-
uting the HEG fonds.
The current Unina Budget al-
lecaticms are against the governing
iphes of the rescrve fandi-of
PSK and MUSK of the cducatidn
cesu Firsl, the letter and spirit
al these funide are 1o meet the
nesaurees” pequired for Lthe Cen-
in Enterventioms i the form
of the Central Sector Schemes
lrplemented in saes, hence
bese findy should be allocuted
for scheme cxpendifur: 4t large
and thus becotne part of tene-
fers by staves. oneler €55, Second,
it was Intended fo meer the gap
o requirements of Implemvent-
iy Cemtrmally Sponsard Schems
nenass sates, afier evheaiting, the
iess budgersey supsart of Thicn
Bedgel made b the programmes
wuch a8 Samagrs Shiksha {35)
comblaing 854 and RMEA, MINM
and RUSA, Thind the Unicn
Ruelpet ollocations made w €55

wintdd eqentually benelil the £ates
and i o e drengthon the fnan-
cinl federalism:

In the peescnt bedgel, healih
and pdieition ceut preseeedy erad.
aed 1o PSK e allocated for Sa-
magra Shiksha (fothe cxtent of Rs
S1000cryand B | 2000 et for PM-
Paskan, but the proeeds adited
tnt MUSK are being diversed and
used for other education soctoe
expendines of the Cestre. There
were inslances of such divession
even earlier. The curret bodpet,
heowever, look this to aew hrﬁd:
= the fiand i allotted for Kendrig
“Vidvalyas (KV), Nevodaya Vid-
valayas (NVs], Universsy Gramts
Commiksion (UGC], and Cenizal
Universities (CUs), Indian nsti-
ules of Technologics (1T} and
Mational Instdienes of Techoal-
ogy (NITeh alung with skill Iadia,
Larpely, central bodies or imstin-
tioes: would benefit from the HEC
proceds cradiped 1o MUSK,

Iz alL the Univa Bodge! 2024-
25 has allocaied 8121 fakh crore
10 the Minigry of Eduamting, of
which nerly 575,500 erove al-
Bocated 15 School Education and
dhowt. BR300 coore to Higher
Education. Hewwever, all of this
& not aliocated from moemnal

provisona. A towl of

R 67,000 croee will be met from
PEK (H 43,000 cr) and MUSE (B
24000 er).  OF the todal fmds tn
MUSK, endy around BE300 srore
are allocated i Sarnagrn Shiksha,
and dmeicmd B croce foe schol-
arihgps and e rest e allocaied
for meeting ibe expmdiers of
Centeal bodies or st ions Kle
the  EVINVAUGCCUIITNIT
under the Ministry of Education.
Besides E2a00 crore of MUSE
wodd bensad in the sl develop-
ment programime of the Minisiy
of Skl Developenens snd Ensre.
prencarship, Of the B47.500 crane
allocated i bigher educition.
liry allocation of B L300 crare
been nmde % the RUSATPM-
USEA meaxit for higher euucation
i st ste-leved nsrittoes, but neta
peiny wi allocyied from MUSK
o ! This i 2 gross diversion of
resurces of the educaion s
and its reserve fands of PSK ond
MUSE. much aimt the porpose

d'lﬁngl.p the funds.

ume-und

ofprocests anad their mdictianby |
the Union government had begun |

mvthe 19705 and confinued lor the
last five decades, the magnitude
of such procesds and (héEr share
En ttal tax resenues af the Unien

goverrnest Increased. anprec- |
edentedly durina the last twa dee- |

ndes. Levyiog and enbamding oess-
=l gurcharges eall gives fise
tea vertcal imbakence in fmoncial
ledeealinm. Addrening the isoe of
vestical imbakince and compen-
saiting dor it the respective Finance
Caimitissions. reoomnmended an
Imcreamed chare af central trans
fiers 110 states i Unhom i revemae
Cantrary to this, revenn: sesoure-
& of the Union gorersment ire
eohanced and iocreasingty mobi-
lised throngh cesses and simeharg-
o which ane nim-shareade with
states, U the parpose of levying
cess and mrchirges b 10 mobilise
the addiziooal sesousces coquired
i faciltonang heakly care and en-
hancing the qualiy of sduation
by inaplementing the programenes
ini states, then & should be spent
sccandingly foc the plapase and
that would benefit the states.
Public instibations of highes
dacution in sttes are swrved of

finuwcinl respurces and concom |

sty quaity is hedly aified.
UGE gramts or RUSA PALUSHA
funils disbarsed o them e mes-

e and make neimpact: Lessthan
10 of UGE gomis ane allomued
to slabe Wstistions and the rest
o eenbral irnfienitbe and indil-
thans. Even, allocathans for TGC
ate cof down by B3,9000 er In the
recent budger, While e UiC

wis allocued @ 6,900 crore ia FY
2024 in e cocent budgct T was re-
daged 1o 2 500ce o cop

peoveeds of MUSK could hawe
been pat to better usage towarnds
stengbeaing e higher educa-
fion imstitutions imder public
Mg el acmss e stales

[Rewatlsi & Professr amd
Divector of Cerstre for Econceric
amd Sacial Spafies (CESS,

Hyitenibveal, wel Vinlatananzyaon |
ir Aesecints Professar) ¢
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Be transparent in

spending SC, ST Sub

‘ Bhatti wants officials
‘{0 take serious note of

TIMELINES INSPENDING OF FUNDS

Plan funds: Bhatti

ST sub-plan Act

r:tmm ';fsdwduladfw]an'.larg |
s .
. s " The Deputy CM alsa
Deputy CM asks officials to submit details, at least once in a month, Dy R AR i
of the funds spent and benefits accrued to the communities e e ey | Defindt hven
ment ghould spend fands ﬂumhf:n;p;mmm EURRR
[y acondance with the 50,  that the el
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE and ST Sub Plan within the MPhnmum_mg Deputy Chief Hinister M-
& Hyderebad @ sipubred tme, and - Fie o dncome of the e | By oot Whramarks has
et simicted the afcals Tou CTEmnites nnd .
DEPUTY Chll Minispe Ml | o) i ot iog sl ss s o, diected the oficies con
Bhatti Vikramarka said that hmmmm":x;d talle of depamtmentwise  Offcisk presented the | cemed fo ke a'seriy
shonld spend fimds in ancord-  STé in the urban areas. A¢ part D vk ey e opemencon of
ance with SC, ST Sub-Plan of this, transpart vehicles and m;mmm g %me‘t’m i mﬁgm"h"wﬁb
: alahed feanirie mackines sl i ot h parments over the past [y
;E;nt?:?mﬁewmmhe mmmm ffm#gmm% ”"“m‘;'ﬁ;{gm mmﬂ&mmd
o the implementation of in the municipalities and under ”mf ' ¢ ey Imglementaton
SC, ST Sub-Plan at the Secre- the Greuter Hyderobad Enm“mﬂfa, asked far ﬁmmmﬂé mmm haf Bhat ke
tariat on Friday he instructed Municipal Carporation lmits full dotsls related their & Hedirected | it somine o
the officials concerned to dis- ry vt i el o 1
e e el of gt oo e hisenis s oo o oa'm e n Velnes contindty (B
gifPﬁpegﬂ;mmas parrﬁ: o the communities #ameet  nance and Plaining ceprs. | 0y, Hesoughtin knowthe  rected the officls con-
1 I OOCe & mom [t mﬁ]- mesearch
““The available fands should be  the issues mentioned in the fuvenation project, should be M . _dj‘s ldéf.'d SC& mémn ﬁﬁ?ﬁ:&wm
spent satisfactorily” he said. repart and the outcomes  identified and they should be UsSt-aisp vt e e
The cfficials should formu-  achieved by the department of  enrolled In SelfHelp Groups, | wee i inplemenion ol mine te sope o o
late plans to ensure that the ficials on thosa issues Healso  enabling theta to avail interest- S'l womentﬂ e‘tlﬂﬂm‘;ﬂs‘:nﬂmm duction of Dew schemes
funds spent under Sub-Plan instructed the CESS represent-  free loans to become enfrepre- g  ahout the imspent fnde  for thebenelt céthe v
would lead torise in incomeof  ativestosulmiitheirreportsto nenrs. “Self employment i duing the Lt Bnancld - trodden sectioms, The de
the respective commiunities the Finance and Planning de-  schemes should frelybe  festadignenivisam | Depuy i minks e pertments eonceeed g
and creation of assefs, he partment officials hereafter made aecessible to $C and §Ts Blatti Vikeamacks sd | : 5
added. and hold meetings with them inthe urbanareas” hesail,  FrdecsbadStbiaedCe tuisatsroview moutieon 1, B Vamaka been diected to sbmi
Vikramarka asked the offi- frequently "Aspartnftms,tmnﬂpx'tv& tound Shwdiled Trioecem, S0 STonipie. ORI soed el con- - comprebansive rpors oo
clalscf all departmentstocame _ The deputy CM suggested  hicles and cloaning machines Aol waier e Moy sls 1 wmoure ot e COEdfDehezmendy  the fncurred
with full details related to : that theofficials use solarpow-  should be sanctioned to these  ppectwiibesnroledinthe fnds spaat wnder the sibe  she meehnism for e on the mplementation of
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communities 10 the mesting to  bambuo, avocado, oil palm  derabad Municipal Corpors.  iiestiekens cmmmie od AICWigIpIL  ds
beconvened on January23. Drojects and other inter crops  tion limits,” the deputy CM in dis direcion. He cat- Stepsshould o e -
He also sought to know from  along with them, The worksun-  said. tioped the departments  ben o mamie the scope
the officials of departments der the Employment Guaran-  “Financial help should ba apaingt any neglgence 0 o epstring thiee phase
that have not spend the funds  tee Scheme should be linked provided 1o SC, ST favmers and i irplemencaion of the suppty o il -
as per the quots, how they pro-  with these enltivation, he lift frrigation sehemes, Which  medeecoseitloio S iy iy
pose tospend the amount and  added. ave umder repair, should bere  ant ST orben areas. s - theeooununifiesioethevert  prOVEIS of the Actand  facons n vew ofthe de-
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Nobel winners’ works

on

growth come to the fore

Urbanisation plays major role in driving economy: Experts

“SHRIMANSI

KAUSHIK | DG
HYDERABAD, NOV. 9

Fxperts discussed the
work of Nobel Prize win-
ners for economics for
2024, Daron Acemoglu,
Simon Johnson and
James A Robinson,
which foctised on institu-
tions as drivers of
growth and prosperity. in
nations. Titled - “Why
Matjons Fail," the invig-
orating and thought-.pro-
vu session feal
Prof. E. Revathi, director;
GCentre for Economic and
Social Sciences (CESS),
Amir Ullah Khan, mem-
ber of Telangana Public
Service Commission
(TGPSC) and Mohan
Guruswamy, economic
like
the Nobel winners, is a
Harvard alumnus, men-
tioned that he had met
Robinson almost &
decade back.-After read-
ing their book, he had
pmdlcted the prestigious

In his address,
Guruswamy highlighted
the role urbanisation
plays in driving the econ-
omy of a society, keeping
other aspects such as
geography and social
demugragl&? constant,

compares
the growth in Nogales in
Arizona and Sonora in
Mexico, divided by the
US-Mexican border,
which are almest su:n.ﬂa.r
in all other aspacts
language, Latino popula
tion, etc. This helps us
Iook at India: are we an
extractive society or the
one that shares its

S
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Public pullcy expert Mohan Guruswamy, Centre tor Economic a.nd Social sdennes
director Prof. E. Revathi and Telangana Public Service Commission member Amir
Ullah Khan address a thought-provoking session on “Why Nations Fall," in the city

on Saturday.

resources with people,”
Guruswamy

“&1] our major institu-
tions are in the cities.
Owver time, we have also
seen the loss of local-
level representatives not
only in the political sys-
e igz]i‘;taliﬁ . Iﬂm
mun es, police
stations, healthcare and
education. Does it make
us an extractive society”

he guestioned. at the
event held at 'tha Gurus-

Saturday.
The Nobel Prize in eco-
nomics is actually the
Sveriges Riksbank prize

'in economic sciences,

instituted in the memory
of Alfred Nobel
Prof. Revathi

the primary argument of
the Nobel winners and
emph that it was
not globalisation that
could be held responsible
for the rise of income
inequalities within a
region. "The awuomms
pro*uds an _argumen

shaped Erumthreediﬂ'er-
ent perspectives: institu-

eﬂé n:omsdme: tioacﬁrBE) 5‘1355 o0

tional economics, devel-
opment economics and
economic hlstoqt

argue that its the
nation's institutions that
determine its success or
failure. It not only
includes the economic

“Thew argue that si\fer-
al paradiem ave
emerged in history of
nations, such as AI in
present times. which
have enabled growth to
take place. However,
‘enabling' nations are

brought about by these
ghifts. Henee, the rise in
income inequality is not
because of globalisation
?l:i!;l se,” Pl:uf Revathi

“Then the quastion is
why is there &
in growth, prosperity
e

2] 2's ue sys-
'tems,pﬁg.lcs econopmic
and social 'subsystems’
contribute to growth.

— 5. SURENDER REDDY

Capital and labour inter-
act with institutions to

bring about this growtl,”
she explained.
Urhar  Ullah  Ehan

together by throwing
some questions in the
mix: "Why do some coun-
tries do well? This is not
a new guestion from an

academic point of view
Should be an indica-
tor of growth or GDP per
capita?™

“India is fifth in the
world in terms of GDP
and 150th in terms of
GDP per capita. Should
Human evelopment
Index be looked at to
describe the wealth of a
nation? Amnother major
aspect that book touches
upon is why regulatory
bodies fail to control
technoiug&w The ques-
tions for future that
the book brings up:
Where is the place for eli-
mate change and ecolo-
gv? Does prosperity come
at the cost of institutions
that destroy the ecology,”
Umar Ullah Khan asked.
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Hyderabad Telangana APNews India World

HOME NEAS  EDTOAUL  TARTICLES  SUESTCOLUMN
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Horme | Business | Opinion Tax Refied Doesnt Resclve Structural ssues.

Opinion: Tax relief doesn’t
resolve structural issues

A significant portion of the population does not participate in the
tax system, limiting the potential impact of such relief on the
broader economy

BY TELANGAMA TODAY  PUELISHED DATE - 17 FEBRUARY 2025, 05:45 FM

0000
By Chirayu Sharma, Jadhav Chakradhar, Pravin Jadhav

The highly anticipated Union Budget 2025-26 was unveiled at a
time when the Indian economy is facing mounting challenges.
With the rupee experiencing continued depreciation, foreign
institutional investors (F1Is) have been persistent net sellers since
QOctober 2024, and the stock market has witnessed a prolonged
downturm

Hans India
Is education cess serving its purpose?
000000

HGHLIGHTS

py Wekatanaayans Wotkur s | Revathl

= HansMawe Serstee | 15520t 2024 1230PRIST

The Government of india has been
lewying the education cess singe 2004-05.

p A
E g ofim

\ v !f

mrsmnto

The Gavernment of India has been levying the education cess since 2004-05. The purpase & to
Eacilitate impraved education imfrastructure and provide access to quabity education by
meeting additional Fnancial resources required farinterventions initiated for educational
develipment somss states, Hawever, the purpose of levying the cess has come under the
scanner for some time due 1 the diversion of such funds. The Union Budget (2024-25) of India
s magnified such daversion of the proceeds of the reserve fund aoonsed due o the edugation
1SS, Inthe process, the norms of constitutional and fmancial federalism are violated.
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Governance Fiasco In Manipur: Trust is the Victim
PCGRLICY CIRCLE

By = A Yumasen
LT Iosghal, March 13;

t s the 1me of feroaacy whesn te piblic & 1 et esercee ther personal cheice o epresent
Hmter i adminsvation and the pary whith wis te highest number of spresenisives wil be
corakienid as the collentie choke of the geoole to nle the eourry Tor the pericd apetited in Me
cOBNTUBDA It i mesotly 1 £V penoed rraved by pogtmodernint asewd hanotenatize tad | eanmat kel

US tariffs raise stakes for Indian exporters—but
open doors in select sectors

[ < ¢ st

ooy bom i book koape ieealing. e al s miare o s asare ol whil Plats bad s bing back
Uit @ Tew aebected philisonbers shoud mn he admisbsabonet a coutry Let i by o secall 38 b why
Pharic pret Ahi srquimient. He: bt thaet not il peaple would know what i good for {he people, ed fun the
v b g o g ehed wit ol the powsers of the siate Thiz (s
vty sl Arsiritle menl whien he efrphastied ook in thass who ces use them”

Thesz corstant recaling of whet the Greats said has besn caused by whar Fem be=n hapsening in
Marigur duneg the kst Two yeans and thereby almost depleéng in sham 1eme if the gowernanoe has
boen in the hands: of fhose whe knoe kithe & any of what & good for the poopla as the ook bawe Gl
iito the hincs of hase with Ittle nowledge of Wiliving S I any. This say Mankear b besn ander
prvemance frases for e coninucus ear now

Wanlpr 11 @ land of smal geographec sie inhabited by & eval] populsiion whie spesiong & the
provincal val B F we ook b 3 conarmoen of Wb the smalinesy batoms even Mok €0 Though
smal in aee she m g place ol diverse ethaic populalion fabaving dflerent property sghts regmes (n
one, fue wodem increde| property e regime e fully sstablished. b anathe fhare (1 a commuNDy

T, ETAITACARS AT G et

Manipur Social Dispute: The Solution Is Not Far
Tom, Dick And Harry

By — A Wumiian
bmphal, Fab 24:

Mzripur hies been gaing fhrugh 2 scciel disputs for two years, This dispute is being seen and besed 2s
a drama 10 ba allwwad esntnoation of stagig by tha govemanss of tha day — 1 both te misn and the
province |meals. The governisg aushority and the polttcsl pary beed the nanning of gosemancs sees the
soiutian i be thought aver, brought imto implementiion and transtormed into.a solbition by = Tom, Oick
¢ Harry, The governmnend exercipieg the goweenanss al both the province and the fedensl hevels —
practicaly they ore of the sarme polfticsl party in S demeomtic Jedselizm indes follows - s if the
/i sohution would o the dispuce wold =mege on fs own. in 2 mltethnio demooany, it i imdamental
" ohet the gervamment nat enly Beheves: in & neutral way bt 58 wel asen o be neutral scrces the parties in
dispuie, This s one $ing which bas been terbly missing in the currend dispube Banipur hos been
subject 10 during the lest two yeais.

DEAD | friy iy P et poingi gl ik 0 ik LG Mnpcks el LN gestinied 1 weniiked nit Indiikge ints e debate 88 0 whethsd the crisil of 1e st Tvad yeaFa I Manip s & dapite

) & or m conflict. While sootal soentists may usually be indulpant with the serm ooefiict, the legsl eperts mayp

hospitalised in Bengaluru b famikisr with the sssge of dspales These debates on the sppropristsacss of shber term & of
iy

Inmilevarcy &1 ENi PN, WS (8 paramolnt i Tat nan-viakence and avoidance of kilings ar the key

deq | Enieriinment | Lifesivie | DH &

3 | Opimion | W

What explains north-south divide in deported
Indians from US?
While the number of illegal immigrants is predominantly from

three north Indian states, & high number of illegal agents are from
south Indian states. This is mind-boggling

& MA Kalum Lot Updated 06 March 2

Follw Us: (O @ ES = I

Ofthe 332 handeuifed and shackled undocumented Indian immigrants deported from the United
States during February, 126 are from Punialb (38 per cent), 110 from Harvana (33 per cant) and 74

from Gujarat (22 per cent), Rest of the 22 (7 per cent) are from Maharachira, Uttar Pradesh,
Himachal Pradesh. and other states and UTs.

THE
Tackling delimitation by reversing population
control @see

It is too simplistic a solution that is being put forth by some politicians in the southern States

Ulpdated - [aruany 0, 3025 0t:A5 am 151

S IRUDAYA RAJAN, M.A KALAM
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Beornly, the Chiel Ministers of Andhoa Pradeshand Tomil Madu, M Chasdeabalia MNaidu
and M.K. Stalin, respectively, were quite peeved about the guestion of the proposed.
delimiration sxercise and the possibitlty, subsaquentby, of the loss of pariamentary sears.
This ia very likely 2 the beo States, abang with the ot her southern States, aoe ahead of (he
rest of brdin in berms of fertility fransition — implying a reduced share of the popalstion
when compared with the narthern Tegion. What is galling tn people in general, ond not
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VII. INFRASTRUCTURE

i) Infrastructure Status
Buildings

The CESS campus is a self-contained academic
enclave comprising an Administrative Building, a well-
resourced Library, staff quarters, a renovated Guest
House, dedicated quarters for visiting faculty, a newly
constructed women’s hostel, a 250-seat auditorium,
and a residential quarter for the Director. The library
supports teaching and research with extensive print
and digital collections, access to major databases and
journals, a reading hall and study carrels, and user
services such as circulation, reference support, and
inter-library access. Rooms in the Guest House and
staff quarters—fully furnished and equipped with
fixtures, air-conditioners, and essential amenities—
are allotted to research scholars pursuing the Centre’s
PhD programme. The entire campus is enabled with
high-speed internet, including comprehensive Wi-Fi
coverage.

Landscape

The campus is enveloped by landscaped zones with
lush lawns, flowering shrubs, and fruit-bearing trees
that act as natural coolants and enhance the micro-
environment. A diverse avifauna—including peacocks
and peahens, parrots, woodpeckers, sparrows, eagles,
and other species—regularly inhabit or visit the
grounds, underscoring the site’s biodiversity. The
garden has received awards in the “Gardens Maintained
by Central Government Undertakings” category from
the State Government’s Horticulture Department in
2009, 2010, 2016, 2017, and 2018. The serene setting
also attracts walkers who pass through the Centre in
the mornings and evenings.

During this year, garden infrastructure strengthened
with new hose pipes, including additional lines
installed for the newly landscaped area around the
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women’s hostel. Tree cover was expanded through
successive plantation drives. Complementing these
efforts, soil revitalization and new border plantations
were undertaken to extend green cover into previously
underutilized areas.

Heritage Sites

The campus has two heritage sites, the Nizamiah
Observatory decks or towers that became one of the
observatories which played a major role in the first-
ever cataloguing and mapping of stars. It was a private
observatory founded by Nawab Zafar Yar Jung Bahadur,
a rich Nobleman, and an amateur astronomer, also
the minister of defense during the sixth Nizam, when
he bought a small telescope, a 6-inch telescope from
England. It was initially installed in 1901 at Pisal Banda
Palace, Hyderabad, which came to be the country’s
second-oldest observatory. Subsequently, he acquired
a 15-inch aperture Grubb refractor and an 8-inch
aperture astronomical camera, or astrograph, which
later became the observatory’s chief instrument. Nawab
Jung requested it be called Nizamiah Observatory
after the sixth Nizam of Hyderabad, Mir Mahboob
Ali Khan, and Nizam’s Government to take over the
Observatory after his death. In accordance with his
wishes, the administration of the Observatory was
taken over by the Finance Department of the Nizam
Government in 1908. A year later, the Observatory
became a part of the most prestigious international
programme called ‘Cart-Du- ‘Ciel” (astrographic chart
and catalogue) to map the whole sky photographically
and recorded 7,63,542 observations of stars are used by
astronomers even today. The stellar region (declination
-17 to -23 degrees South) studied by the observatory
was named the Hyderabad South Zone. One of the
landmark contributions of the observatory has been
the publication of 13 volumes of the Astrographic

Catalogue (mapping of stars) of the Hyderabad zones
of the sky.
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Arthur B Chatwood, the first Director of Nizamiah
Observatory between 1908 and 1914, shifted the
Observatory from Pisal Banda to Begumpet, installed
the 8” Cooke Astrograph and started work on the
astrograph catalogue. The next Director, Robert ]
Pocock (from 1914 to 1918), continued astrograph
cataloguing and studied Nova Aquilae, sunspots, and
the relation between elements of planets and satellites.
T.P. Bhaskaran was Director of the Observatory
from 1918 to 1944 when control of the Observatory
moved from the finance department in the Nizam’s
government to Osmania University. Subsequently,
Akbar Ali was the Director from 1944 to 1960 who
installed the 48” telescope at the Observatory. Under
his directorship, the study of photoelectric photometry
was introduced, and the study of comets, variable stars,
lunar occultation, solar activity, and the study of the
motion of clusters was undertaken.

The contributions of the Nizamiah Observatory to the
field of astronomy were recognized around the world. It
took part in Carte du Ciel, an international astronomy
observation program, between 1908 and 1944 and
was a leading institute globally. It was assigned the
coordinates from 17 to 23 degrees South between 1914
and 1929. It was assigned coordinates 36 to 39 degrees
North between 1928 and 1938. Nizamiah Observatory
was also active in solar and seismological observations
as part of the International Geophysical Year (1957-
58). Nizamiah Observatory was shifted to a new
building in the Osmania University campus in 1983.

Nizamiah Observatory, situated in the CESS Campus,
received special attention in recent years with
growing interest among heritage activists, Telangana
historians and science enthusiasts with growing access
to the required information made possible by Prof. E
Revathi, Director of CESS and Research Consultant
Bharath Bhushan. Growing awareness on the heritage
structure and its invaluable contribution to world
astronomy is reflected in mediaattention, historians, and
heritage lovers. Visitors increased with media attention,
and architecture students at Vaishnavi College of Fine
Arts and Architecture winning the contest on heritage
conservation projects and writings by historians. Ms
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K. Rama Devi, Admin Officer, has been coordinating
such interactions with CESS Officials.

Archivists JK Anjali and Prashant from National Centre
for Biological Sciences (NCBS, Bengaluru) interacted
in the second week of May 2023 with CESS officials
to collect information on the heritage structure and the
work of Nizamiah Observatory as part of the NCBS
Centre for History of Science in Contemporary India’.
Happy Hyderabad Cycling Group and Hyderabad
Cycling Revolution organized a heritage ride to the
observatory on 16 May, 2023. The cyclists group
appealed to Telangana IT and Urban Development
Minister Mr KT Rama Rao to renovate the structure,
who responded positively, and the Special Chief
Secretary of Urban Development assured to take up
restoration measures.

Vivek Bhoomi of The New Indian Express has
published “Neglect threatens the survival of 121-year-
old observatory in Nizamabad” dated 3 April 2023
in continuation of his earlier detailed report on the
glorious history of Nizamiah Observatory in the New
Indian Express on 29 November 2023. V6 TV Channel
produced a 15-minute documentary by N Kavya titled
“mogulunu photo teese nizam kattadam aagam”. In
September 2023, Sri Arvind Kumar, IAS, Special Chief
Secretary to the Government, MA&UD Department,
visited the CESS campus and gave his consent for the
restoration of the twin observatories. He also approved
the installation of the original type of telescope that
had been there previously. The restoration project,
estimated to cost Rs. 2.5 crore will be undertaken
under the supervision of HMDA.

i) Library

The CESS library attained the distinction of being one
of the richest libraries of the Telangana state, particularly
in Social Sciences and its related fields. The mission
of the library is to acquire, organize, preserve, and
disseminate information through KOHA - Library
Management Software to support the research needs
of students, faculty and social science researchers of the
Centre, in addition to the off-campus Researchers. The
library offers access to print and electronic resources,
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including books, journals, newspapers, CD-ROMs,
Government Reports, e-journals, e-databases like
EBSCO-EconLit, JSTOR, EPW Research Foundation
India Time Series, and IndiaStat in a pleasant
reading environment, in addition to the Institutional
Repository services through Dspace.

To enhance the Academic Integrity, the Library
subscribed to Turnitin - Ithenticate, similarity index
software for the institution. To improve the standard
and quality of writing skills of the Research fraternity
of CESS, ‘Grammarly for Education’ database is
subscribed to. The library is also having a rich collection
of World Bank publications as the only Depository
Library of the World Bank, which helps to enhance the
knowledge of researchers in the world scenario. Total
collection of the library is nearly 50,200 volumes which
include 4553 journals back volumes, different working
papers of various institutes, monographs, theses,
statistical reports of Central and State Governments
and other Institutes, annual reports, reference books,
textbooks, etc., in addition to the 100 national and
international print journals subscription for the year
2025. The library also added 10 new titles in this
financial year.

The library is striving to update its user’s knowledge
through the services like Document Delivery Service,
Current Contents, Articles database of Print Journals,
Online literature search services, Conference alerts,
Reprographic Service, Inter-Library Loans, Current
Awareness  Service, Selective Dissemination  of
Information, and User awareness programmes time to
time. The library is also offering assistance to Research
output like journal publications (selection of journals,

Reference management, etc.), reports, etc.

iii) BPR Vithal Auditorium

As part of the ongoing maintenance of the BPR Vithal
Auditorium, various improvements have been made to
ensure the smooth conduct of events. These include
the replacement of LED lights, installation of flood
lights for the stage, and upgrading other ceiling lights.
Additionally, necessary items have been acquired. These
measures have been taken to enhance the functionality
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and aesthetics of the auditorium, creating a conducive
environment for hosting events.

iv) Inventory

During 2022-23, the IT asset report has been prepared
by taking into account the replacement of damaged
accessories and re-assigning the asset numbers
wherever required. The asset register has been updated
accordingly. The damaged and scrap items have been
disposed of to clear the space. During 2024-25, a
physical verification of IT assets was conducted, and
assets were recorded room- and user-wise. These records
were then sorted by asset type, and asset numbers were
assigned. The process of segregating functional spares
from scrap items is ongoing to facilitate further action.
The IT Asset Report for the year has been submitted.

Procurement of Hardware

Action was taken to upgrade 26 desktops and four
laptops with SSDs and RAM to enhance efficiency and
uninterrupted use. Additionally, four new laptops and
one Epson Inktank multi-function color printer were
purchased for office and project use. Furthermore, an
all-in-one desktop was explicitly acquired for project
and office purposes. To support projects, 42 Samsung
Galaxy Tab A8 tablets were purchased, each equipped
with a screen guard, case cover, and headphones. In
the financial year 2024-25, 5 printers (Brother), 6
Desktops were procured.

Procurement of Software

In terms of software procurement, 10 licenses for
STATA 18 SE version and 10 licenses for SPSS 29.0
version, along with the SPSS Advanced Statistics Add-
on Module, were obtained for academic and research
purposes. Grammarly solution software was also
acquired for the benefit of students and faculty. These
upgrades and software acquisitions improved efficiency
and facilitated academic and research activities.

v ) Girls’ Hostel Building

The Girl's Hostel Building with G+1 floor building
features common kitchen and dining areas equipped
with induction stoves, refrigerators, water filters,
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and washing machines on each floor, as well as a
multipurpose hall with a television on the ground
floor. The building is fully furnished with amenities
including solar water heating, power backup (UPS),
and internet (LAN/Wi-Fi) facilities. A new borewell
was drilled for water supply, and a new submersible
motor was installed. Grass lawns were laid around the
building, and fruit-bearing saplings were planted. A
kitchen garden has also been started to provide fresh
vegetables for the inmates.

vi) Renovation of Guest House

The Guest House was renovated in July 2024. This
renovation marks a significant step in enhancing
the institute’s infrastructure, providing improved
accommodation facilities for visiting scholars,
researchers, and dignitaries. The upgraded Guest House
is designed to accommodate academics and guest
faculty visiting CESS for lectures, seminars, workshops,
and other events, offering modern amenities to ensure
comfort and convenience while supporting the Centre’s

academic and research activities.

vii) IT Infrastructure

a) Main Building (Cellar/Ground Floor/First Floor)
and Library

To enhance network and internet speed, old internet
and telephone cables were replaced with new ones.

Additionally, network racks, I/O boxes, patch cables,
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switches, and access points were also upgraded.

b) Girls’ Hostel Building

In the girls' hostel building, three network switches,
four access points, and a 16-channel NVR with 12
IP cameras (seven IP dome cameras and five IP bullet
cameras) were installed.

IT Inventory in CESS Campus

Hardware

a) Ninety-nine desktops (HP/Lenovo/Dell), seventy
printers (HP/Brother/Canon), and eighty-two
UPS units (APC/Microtek/Powertek/Numeric/I-
Ball/Zebronics) are used by faculty, staff, and
students.

b) Two routers were installed in the Boys' Hostel and
Director’s Residence. However, with the upgrade
to a firewall, the need for these routers has ceased.

¢) With the upgrade to a firewall, the need for a load-

balancing router has ceased.

d) Seventeen switches have been installed in five
campus buildings (Main Building, Library,
Director’s Quarters, Girls’ Hostel, and Auditorium).
These include: one D-Link 48-port gigabit switch,
eleven D-Link 24-port gigabit switches, one 16-
port gigabit switch, two 8-port gigabit switches,
one 5-port gigabit switch, and one 4-port gigabit

switch.
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e¢) Twenty access points have been distributed across
five campus buildings (Main Building, Library,
Director’s Quarters, Auditorium, VF Guest House,
and Girls’ Hostel) to provide Wi-Fi connectivity.

f) One TV has been installed in Room No. 108 for
displaying CCTV footage.

g) Fiber/CAT6 network connections have been
established from the Main Building Reception and
IT Hub to other buildings for internet distribution.

Internet Service

ACT - SME Phenomenal! GBPS speed (1000MBPS)
of monthly data limit of 3 TB (3000GB) and BSNL
Broad Band (10MBPS speed) 3 GB data limit per
day internet connectivity for internet facility on the
campus.

An additional cable line for the internet connection has
been taken as a backup facility.

Wi-Fi Facility
The CESS campus is fully Wi-Fi enabled. All buildings

on the campus are equipped with Wi-Fi, including the
Girls' Hostel, Guest House, and student quarters.

Software
i.  Microsoft Windows Server 2012 standard edition
ii. Microsoft Windows

iii. Microsoft Office

iv. Symantec End Point Protection
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Statistical software

STATA 18 and SPSS 29 have been provided to students
and faculty for education and research. During the
year, ten STATA 18SE user licenses were purchased.

Website

The Centre for Economic and Social Studies maintains
a dynamic website at https://cess.a.in/ The site is
regularly updated to ensure that information regarding
management, facilities, Ph.D. admissions, research
projects, publications, lecture series, and other activities
of the Centre remains current. The website also provides
details about various divisions, including the Division
for Graduate Studies, the Division for Studies in Social
Inclusion, the Research Cell for Studies in Education
Policy, Planning and Governance (RSEPPG), the
Division for Studies on FPOs, and Young Lives at
CESS. Information about the projects conducted by
these divisions is uploaded to the website.

Additionally, the website features information on
lecture series such as the Waheeduddin Khan Lecture
Series, the CESS Foundation Lecture Series, the B.PR.
Vithal Memorial Lectures and the R. Radhakrishna
Memorial Lectures. Publications, including books,
monographs, working papers, and policy briefs
authored by CESS faculty, are also available. Annual
reports are uploaded to the website each year, and all
events and notifications are posted regularly. The site
includes an exclusive page for the library, showcasing
its infrastructure and available books. Information and
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pictures of literary and sports events are also featured,
with past events accessible through the archives.

viii) General Facilities

a. Reading Hall and Computer Lab for Ph.D Scholars
The Ph.D Scholars have been provided with a hall

comprising workstations with Wi-Fi access for reading
purposes after classes/ during holidays on the second
floor of the administrative building. A dedicated
Computer Lab has also been arranged for the research
students with ten desktop computers, two printers and
one scanner with an internet facility on the first floor of
the library building to facilitate them working on their
doctoral thesis.

b. Recreation

Towards creating recreation facilities for students,
faculty and staff, the Centre has set up an outdoor
shuttle badminton court on the campus and provided
indoor games like table tennis, carom board, chess
and so on. Sports and Games competitions were held
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Nizamiah Observatory-Dome and the Telescope

during the academic year 2024-25, besides cultural
events organized by the students.

¢. Canteen

The centre also offers canteen facilities on demand,
serving tea/snacks and lunch to the rooms at the rates
approved by the Internal Maintenance Committee.
The canteen has recently installed new fans and tube
lights to improve its functionality. one water cooler
(Blue Star SDLX-240, with a storage capacity of 40
liters) and one water filter-cum-purifier (Aqua Guard
Select Classic + Booster) were purchased and installed
in the canteen to enhance amenities for users of the
canteen services.

d. Parking

The institute has made arrangements for convenient
parking slots to accommodate both two-wheelers
and four-wheelers. These parking slots have been
appropriately numbered to facilitate efficient parking
management.
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ANNEXURE 1
BOARD OF GOVERNORS

Chairman Founder Member

Prof. Dilip M Nachane Prof. C. H. Hanumantha Rao
Visiting Professor Honorary Professor, CESS
Indira Gandhi Institute of Development Research
(IGIDR)
Founder Member Founder Member

Prof. J. Mahender Reddy Sri G.R. Reddy, IES
Distinguished Advisor of ICFAI Society Advisor to Government (Finance)
Hyderabad Government of Telangana
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Founder Member Nominee of the Government of Telangana

Prof. Sukhadeo Thorat Sri K. Ramakrishna Rao, IAS
Professor Emeritus, School of Social Sciences Special Chief Secretary,
Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi Finance Department and Principal Secretary (FAC)

Planning Department, Government of Telangana

Nominee of the Government of Telangana Nominee of the Government of Telangana

| i

Sri Sandeep Kumar Sultania, IAS Sri R. Ravi
Principal Secretary, Planning Department Additional Secretary to Government
Government of Telangana Finance Department, Government of Telangana
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ICSSR Nominee (Ex-Officio) ICSSR Nominee

Prof. Dhananjay Singh Prof. Panchanan Mohanty
Member Secretary, ICSSR, Professor, University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad
New Delhi
Member Member

Prof. Seetha Prabhu Prof. N.R. Bhanumurthy
Visiting Professor, Tata Institute of Social Sciences Vice-Chancellor, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar School of
Mumbai Economics University, Bengaluru
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Member Member

L 9

Prof. Fatima Ali Khan (Retd.) Prof K Srinivasulu, Professor (Retd.)

Professor in Geography at the Centre for Professor and Head of Department of
Area Studies Osmania University Political Science and Dean of Social Sciences
Faculty Representative Member Secretary

Dr. Alivelu Kasturi Prof. E. Revathi
Associate Professor, CESS Director, CESS
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ANNEXURE 2
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Member Secretary, [ICSSR, New Delhi

Prof. Dilip M. Nachane Chairman
Visiting Professor, Indira Gandhi

Institute of Development Research (IGIDR)

Prof. Dhananjay Singh ICSSR Nominee

Sri R. Ravi

Additional Secretary to the Government
Finance Department

Government of Telangana

Nominee of the Government of Telangana

Prof. C. H. Hanumantha Rao
Honorary Professor, CESS

Founder Member

Prof. J. Mahender Reddy
Distinguished Advisor of ICFAI Society, Hyderabad

Founder Member

Prof. E. Revathi
Director, CESS

Member-Secretary
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ANNEXURE 3
FACULTY AND STAFF

FACULTY RESEARCH ARFA
Prof. C. H. Hanumantha Rao Agriculture, Food Security, Rural Development, Inclusive
Honorary Professor Growth
Prof. Dilip M. Nachane Monetary policy, its transmission to real economy,

Chairman, CESS and Visiting Professor Indira
Gandbhi Institute of Development Research
(IGIDR)

Inflation estimation, Exchange rate regimes, Business
cycles, international trade and Balance of payments, etc.

E. Revathi
Professor and Director
Ph. D (Economics) Kakatiya University, Warangal

Agriculture- Structural Issues, Gender, and Agriculture
with attention to land, labour market, and Development
Economics

T. S. Jeena

Associate Professor

Ph. D (Economics), ISEC, Bangalore
University of Mysore, Mysore

Environment and Development Economics, Agricultural
and Resource Economics

Kasturi Alivelu

Associate Professor

Ph. D in Development Studies (Economics)
CESS and Dr B.R. Ambedkar Open University,
Hyderabad

Industry and Manufacturing Sector (Regional Disparities),
Service Sector (Railways), Water & Sanitation, Sustainable
Development Goals

K. Chandrasekhar
Associate Professor
Ph. D (Economics)
University of Hyderabad, Hyderabad

Agricultural Economics, Banking and Credit Issues and
Primary Education

B. Suresh Reddy

Associate Professor

Ph. D in Development Studies (Sociology)
CESS and Dr B.R. Ambedkar Open University,
Hyderabad

Dry land Agriculture, Ecological Agriculture and
Marginalized Communities

Y. Sreenivasulu

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Economics), University of Hyderabad
Hyderabad

Rural Labour and Land Markets, Agrarian Economy,
Migration and Development of Dalits (Schedule Caste)

Ch. Krishna Rao

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Sociology), University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad

Sociology of Education, Science Technology and Society
(STS)

M. Srinivasa Reddy

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Rural Development), Sri Krishnadevaraya
University, Anantapuram Andhra Pradesh

Participatory Natural Resource Management, Rural
Development, Agricultural Marketing, Social Inclusion
Education
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Vijay Korra

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Economics), CDS, Thiruvananthapuram
and Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi

Migration Studies, Economics of Labour and Labour
Markets, Development Economics and Tribal Economy

P. Aparna
Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Economics), CESS and Dr B.R. Ambedkar
Open University, Hyderabad

Rural Livelihoods, Education, Agriculture and Human
Development

C.T. Vidya

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Economics), Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Madras, Chennai

Services Sector, International Trade & Development
(Technology, Financial & FDI), Macroeconomics and
Applied Econometrics

Jadhav Chakradhar

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Economics), ISEC, Bangalore,
University of Mysore, Mysore

International Trade, Economic and Policy Uncertainty,
and Labor market Discrimination

DIVISION FOR GRADUATE STUDIES

Alivelu Kasturi Dean
Ch. Krishna Rao Academic Coordinator
K. Venkataiah Programme Coordinator

Parveen Begum

Office Assistant

DIVISION FOR STUDIES IN SOCIAL INCLUSION

S. Laxman Rao

Associate Professor
Ph. D (Political Science), University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad

Society, State and Positive Discrimination: Institutional
Interface with the Mandal Commission

Sudhaveni Naresh

Assistant Professor

Ph. D (Political Science), Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi

of

Socio-Economic  and  Identity  Implications
Demographic Crisis in Russia, 1991 to 2013

S. Harinath

Research Associate

Ph. D in Sociology, Central University of Hyderabad

P. Anjaneyulu

Research Associate

Ph. D in Geography, Osmania University

K. Bhaskar Ph. D in Development Studies, CESS and Dr. B.R
Research Associate Ambedkar Open University

T. Aswani Research Assistant

Yadaiah Office Assistant
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RESEARCH CELL FOR STUDIES IN EDUCATION PLANNING, POLICY AND GOVERNANCE

M. Venkatanarayana

Associate Professor

Ph. D (Economics),

Centre for Development Studies (CDS)
Thiruvanthapuram

Human Development focusing on education, health,
human and social capital, Employment/labour, poverty

and inequality

B. Sampath Rao

Research Associate

D. Mohana Rao Research Associate
P Sampath Research Assistant

RESEARCH UNIT FOR STUDIES IN INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT
Brahmanandam N Health, Human Development, Poverty, WASH,

Assistant Professor
Ph. D (Population Studies)
International Institute for Population Sciences

(IIPS), Mumbai

Longitudinal Data Analysis

CHILD PROTECTION RESOURCE UNIT (UNICEF)
P. David Raj Senior Programme Manager
T. Vasanth Kumar Research Assistant
Mohd. Mohsin Office Accounts Assistant
S. Naveen Kumar Consultant
VISITING PROFESSORS

Prof. S. Galab

Poverty, Natural Resource Management- Community
Natural farming, Human Development, Water and
Sanitation, Inclusive Studies

Prof. M. A. Kalam

Migrations, Indians Overseas, Ethnicity, Minorities,
Religious Conversions, Labour, Forest Policies, Sacred
Groves

Prof. S. Indrakant

Micro and Macro Economics, Planning Models, Statistics
and Econometrics

Prof. Ch. BalaRamulu

Development Studies, Decentralized Governance, Role
of Civil Society in Governance, Rural Livelihoods, Public
Policy

Prof. Ramakrishna Gollagari

Growth Economics, Food Security, Energy Security,
Trade, Global Governance and Regionalism, Global
Studies etc.

Prof. Amar Yumnam

Institutional Economics, New Economic Geography and
Constitutional Political Economy

Prof. Santosh Mehrotra

Labour economics, skill development, economics of
education, human development and poverty, and

development policy
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CONSULTANTS

Prof. M. Gopinath Reddy

Decentralised Governance, Rural Local Institutions and
Natural Resource Management; Rural Development
Administration and Politics

Prof. C. Ravi

Demand Models, Welfare, Poverty, Nutrition

Dr. P. Prudhvikar Reddy

Poverty, Agriculture, and Education

Dr. D. Sree Rama Raju

Data Base Management, Econometric and Statistical
Modeling and Analysis, Agriculture, Rural Development,
Education

Dr. Arifa Sultana

Farmer-Producer Companies, FPOs, Cooperatives,

Marketing, Tribal Studies, Food and Nutrition Security

M. Bharath Bhushan

Tribal Development, Social Safeguards, Natural Resource
Management, R&R, Labour adjustment, Child Rights

LIBRARY STAFF
Dr. M. R. Murali Prasad Librarian
V. Kiran Kumar Library Assistant
RESEARCH SUPPORT STAFF

V. Malla Reddy

Research Associate YL/AO

B. Narsaiah

Research Assistant, YL

M. Bhaskar Reddy

Research Assistant, YL

K.T. Shyam Sunder

Technical Assistant, YL

G. Eedaiah

Research Assistant, AO

B. Srinivas

Research Assistant, YL

K. Panchakshari

Research Assistant, AO

A. Rama Seshu

Data Entry Operator/ Field Assistant, AO

T. Dasthagiri

Data Entry Operator/ Field Assistant, YL

A.S. Lakshmi

Data Entry Operator/ Field Assistant, YL

P. Bhushana

Data Entry Operator/ Field Assistant, AO

V. Sreenivas

Research Investigator

ADMINISTRATIVE

AND ACCOUNTS STAFF

K. Rama Devi

Administrative Officer

K. Srinivasa Prasad

Finance Officer

A. Nagaraju PS-1 to Director

P Raja Narender Reddy PS-2 to Director

B. Srivani Assistant Accounts Officer
M. Gnaneswar Manager

Zakir Hussain Senior Assistant

V.M. Sarma Typist-1
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D. Suseela

Typist (with Computer Knowledge) Library

G. Buchi Ramulu

Senior Assistant

G. Sumalatha

Receptionist-cum-Telephone Operator

Syed Younus Junior AssistantcumTypist
B. Gopal Driver

Mohd. Hafeez Driver

B. Swaroopa Jamedar

P. Bharathi Office Subordinate

K. Lingamaiah Office Subordinate
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31/01/2025

The New
Indian
Express

Former RBI governor wants Centre t adopt code of conduct on freebies

FORMER Governor of Reserve Bank on India (RBI) Duvvuri Subbarao on Thursday
suggested that the Union government formulate and adopt a code of conduct on freebies

Considering the prevailing fiscal challenges and the more productive alternatives that the
same money can be used on, Subbarao said that the Centre must launch wide-ranging
consultations with all the states and other stakeholders to reach a workable formula for
restraining political parties from announcing freebies. He was delivering the third BPR Vithal
Memorial Lecture on “India’s Fiscal Federalism- Quo Vadis?” at the Centre for Economic
and Social Studies (CESS) in Hyderabad. He said that southern states pushing for more
population is not a good idea to address disparities in central funds distribution.

Meanwhile, in his oping remarks, special Chief Secretary of Finance Department K.
Ramakrishna Rao said that the contributions by the southern states to the national exchequer
are much higher than the returns they get from the Centre. Telangana per capita income in
2014 was Rs. 1.24Lakh. it has now increased to Rs. 3.56 Lakh.

31/01/2025

20g& (D
8% DAL

edoren 378 ws8sH
wbyo 308 666&6 GYPB ReryTY

¢ &dTR P o) Fhud w8 BE s,
o Gorben HFT° ¢iers BB O HeTd

* TRSorw )0 H6E HOSo STD
* Desb DS Dory) Bt 286° B30

Centre for Economic and Social Studies

111




@SS Annual Report 2024-25

Date

Paper

Details

31/01/2025

Business
Line

Today’s situation is not of stagflation: Subbarao

The present situation in India is not that of stagflation, Duvvuri Subbarao, former Governor
of the Reserve Bank of India, has said

Responding to a query from Business Line on whether India is facing a situation of stagflation,
Subbarao said, “I don’t believe the current situation is that of stagflation. Stagflation is a
situation of simultaneous stagnant growth and high inflation. And today there is a growth of
0.5 per cent, so you cannot term it as stagflation”.

Earlier, when delivering the third BPR Vithal Memorial Lecture on ‘India’s Fiscal Federalism
— Quo Vadis?” at the Centre for Economic and Social Studies here, he said today the Centre-
State cooperation is more vital than ever before, when talking about Viksit Bharat.

Subbarao, who dug into the three phases of India’s federalism, said that the first phase- from
1947 dill early 1970s- could be termed as docile federalism, characterized by virtually total
central dominance of the political and economic space.

The second phase- running from the early 1970s till the mid-1990s, shaped largely by
socialist philosophy- could be seen as a period of cooperative federalism. The third phase
starting from mid-1990s to date could be seen as a period of combative federalism with both
the political and economic space getting more contentious and, on occasion, even corrosive.
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The Times
of India

‘Push for population increase by south states not viable solution’

Reflecting on freebies offered by parties, the RBI ex-governor suggested that the central
government should implement a mechanism to regulate it to prevent excesses

Former RBI governor D. Subbarao on Thursday cautioned against a few southern states’
proposal to increase their population to rectify disparities in central funding, pointing out
that it was not a viable solution.

During the 3 BPR Vithal Memorial Lecture on ‘India’s Fiscal Federalism — Quo Vadis?’
held in the city, Subbarao said, “States excelling in population control are at a disadvantage
regarding central funding. But I maintain that increasing the population is not the answer as
India is one country. We will end up having an aggregate population challenge”.

Subbarao also stressed on greater collaboration between Centre and State govts of India to
achieve the goal of ‘Viksit Bharat’s by the centenary of country’s Independence in 2047
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31/01/2025

The Hindu

Call for greater Centre, State Cooperation in fiscal federalism

Subbarao warns against competitive populism in fiscal policy: acknowledging need for
targeted welfare, he cautions that indiscriminate handouts could undermine long-term
economic growth.

Former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Duvvuri Subbarao underscored the need for
a cooperative approach to India’s fiscal federalism in his BPR Vithal Memorial Lecture at the
Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) in Hyderabad on Thursday.

Speaking on “India’s Fiscal Federalism- Quo Vadis?”. Subbarao traced the evolution of
Centre-State Financial relations and highlighted the need for a more consultative and
transparent framework to address current frictions.

Subbarao classified India’s fiscal federalism into three phases. The first, ‘Docile Federalism’
(1947- early 1970s), saw the Centre dominating political and economic decision- making,
with a single party rule and centralized resource allocation. The second phase, “cooperative
Federalism,” (early 1970s- mid -1990s), coincided with the rise of regional parties and greater
state involvement in economic decision-making, though political friction often arose over
Article 356. The third phase, ‘Combative Federalism’ (mid-1990s-present), has been marked
by increasing contention between the Centre and States, particularly in economic matters,
with regional parties playing a significant role in national governance, he said.

Subbarao also touched upon the issue of freebies, warning against competitive populism
in fiscal policy. He underscored the need for Centre-State cooperation in achieving Viksit

Bharat by 2047.

18/01/2025

Deccan

Chronicle

Bhatti: Use SC, ST funds as per rules
Seeks details related to spending of Sub-plans

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka on Friday said that every department
should spend funds in accordance with SC, ST sub-plan within the stipulated time. Bhatti
instructed officials to disclose the details of department wise expenditure as per the sub-plan
Act once in a month The available funds should be spent satisfactorily, he said.

He was speaking at a review meeting on implementation of SC, ST sub-plan with senior
officials of various departments at the secretariat. The Deputy Chief Minister asked all
officials to come up with full details related to spending of the sub-plan funds and the
benefits accrued to the communities ahead of the January 23 meeting. He wanted to know
how officials proposed to spend the sub-plan funds that they could not utilize. Officials
gave a presentation of the Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) report on the
implementation of SC, ST sub-plan in various departments over the last eight years. He
enquired about the issues observed by the CESS official and the outcomes achieved by the
officials on those issues.
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18/01/2025

The Hans
India

Dy CM directs officials to spend funds as per SC, ST Sub Plan

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka has said that every department should
spend funds in accordance with SC, ST Sub Plan within the stipulated time. The Deputy
Chief Minister held a review meeting on implementation of SC, ST Sub Plan with senior
officials of various departments at the Secretariat here on Friday.

Bhatti asked all the officials to come with all details related to spending of Sub Plan Funds
and the benefits accrued to the communities to the meeting to be convened on January 23.
The officials gave a presentation of CESS Report on the implementation of SC, ST Sub Plan

in various departments over the last eight years.

18/01/2025

The Hindu

Be Transparent in spending SC, ST Sub Plan funds: Bhhatti

Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka Mallu has said that every department should spend
funds in accordance with SC and ST Sub Plan within the stipulated time and instructed the
officials concerened to disclose the details of department wise expenditure once a month. The
Deputy CM also noted that the available funds shluld be spent satisfactorily and they should
formulate plans to ensure that the funds spent under Sub Plan would lead to a rise in income
of the respective communities and creation of assets.

Officials presented the CESS Report on the implementation of the SC and ST Sub Plan
across various departments over the past eight years. Mr. Vikramarka sought details on the
issues identified by CESS officials and the outcomes of their findings. He directed CESS
officers to submit their reports to the Finance and Planning Depts.

18/01/2025

The New
Indian
Express

SC, ST SUB - PLAN
BHATTI CALLS FOR ADHERENCE TO TIMELINES IN SPENDING OF FUNDS

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka said that every government department
should spend funds in accordance with SC, ST Sub-Plan within the stipulated time.

During a review meeting he held on the implementation of SC, ST Sub-Plan at the Secretariat
on Friday. He instructed the officials concerned to disclose the details of department wise
expenditure as per the Sub-Plan Act once a Month.

The officials gave a presentation on Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) report
on the implementation of SC, ST Sub-Plan in various departments over the last eight years.

Vikramarka enquired about the issues mentioned in the CESS report and the outcomes
achieved b the department officials on those issues. He also instructed the CESS representatives
to submit their reports to the Finance and Planning department officials hereafter and hold
meetings with them frequently.
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The Hindu

Bhatti wants officials to take serious note of SC, ST Sub-plan Act.

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka has directed the officials concerned to take
a serious note of implementation of the provisions of the legislation with senior officials of 32
departments on Wednesday. He sought to know the details relating to expenditure incurred
department wise for implementation of the SC, ST Sub-plan and about the unspent funds
during the last financial year.

He wanted a detailed study on the implementation of the sub-plan Act conducted by CESS
and directed the officials concerned to set up a research centre in this regard to examine
the scope for introduction of new schemes for the benefit of the downtrodden sections.
The departments concerned had been directed to submit comprehensive reports on the
expenditure incurred on the implementation of the sub-plan with 30 days

10/11/2024

Deccan

Chronicle

Nobel winners works on growth come to the fore
Urbanisation plays major role in driving economy: Experts

Public policy expert Mohan Guruswamy, Centre for Economic and Social Studies Director. Prof.
E. Revathi and Telangana Public Service Commission Member Amir Ullah Khan Address a
thought-provoking session on “why Nations Fail: in the city on Saturday.

Experts discussed the work of Nobel Prize winners for economics for 2024. Daron Acemoglu,
Simon Johnson and James A. Rabinson, which focused on institutions as drivers of growth
and prosperity in nations. Titled “Why Nations Fail, ’the invigorating and thought-provoking
session featured Prof. E. Revathi, Director, Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS).
Amir Ullah Khan, member of Telangana Public Service Commission (TGPSC) and Mohan

Guruswamy, Economic and political expert.

In his address, Guruswamy highlighted the role urbanization play in driving the economy of
a society, keeping other aspects such as geography and social demography constant.

Prof. Revathi explained the primary argument of Nobel winners and emphasized that it
was not globalization that could be held responsible for the rise of income inequalities with
a region. “The economists provide an argument shaped from three different perspectives:
Institutional economics, development economics and economic history.

Umar Ullah Khan bound the conservations together by throwing some questions in the mix:
“Why do some countries do well? This is not a new question from an academic point of view.

Should GDP be an indicator of growth or GDP per capita?’
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09/10/2024

Hindu

Bureau

One-man judicial commission for SC sub-categorization recommended

The Cabinet Sub-committee on SC Sub-categorization has decided to recommend to the
State Cabinet to appoint a one-man judicial commission to study sub-classification within
the Scheduled Castes (SC) reserved categories.

The decision was taken at the meeting of the Cabinet Sub-Committee, chaired by
Irrigation and Civil Supplies Minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy and attended by
ministers, including D. Seethakka, Ponnam Prabhakar, D. Sridhar Babu and Damodar
Rajanarasimha, Chief Secretary Santhi Kumari, Advocate General A. Sudarshan Reddy
and Other Senior Officials.

The committee which has already held three meetings on the issue, resolved to use the 2011
Census data as the basis for the sub-categorisation, Mr. Uttam Kumar Reddy said the Judicial
commission will be the right step as the process must be legally sound and withstand judicial
scrutiny.

The analysis of the collected data may be assigned to reputable government organisations
like the Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) to ensure a through and impartial
review.
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ANNEXURE 5
INTERNAL COMMITTEES (2024-25)

SL.

No. Committee Name Names of the Members Functions of the Committee
1 Publication 1. Dr T. S Jeena Chairperson | * Publication of Monographs, Working Papers,
Committee 2. Dr Vijay Korra Working Papers of other Divisions in CESS,
3. DrY. Sreenivasulu Discussion Papers
Member/ Convener * Dolicy Briefs after each project by the
concerned faculty
* Fliers (on current and contemporary issues,
methodology, review of literature etc.)
* FACT Sheets
¢ All final outputs are to be communicated to
the Computer and Website Committee for
uploading on the Website
2 Annual Report 1. Dr K. Alivelu, Chairperson | * To collect information on research activities
Committee 2. Dr B. Suresh Reddy (completed and ongoing)
3. Dr Jadhav Chakradhar (i) from the faculty, research divisions, DGS
Member/Convener (ii) Institute’s research projects.
(iii) Publications; (iv) Conferences, Seminars,
Lectures; (v) Visitors to CESS
* To compile Annual Reports to be submitted
to ICSSR and the Planning Department, GoT
* Final outputs are to be communicated to
the Computer and Website Committee for
uploading on the Website
3 Newsletters 1. DrY Sreenivasulu * To compile Newsletters
2. Dr C.T Vidya
4 Calendar and 1. Dr K. Chandrasekhar * Calendar (annual)
Diary Committee Chairperson * Diary (annual)
2. Administrative Officer * To organize the Centre’s events viz.,
Foundation Day Lectures, Waheeduddin
Khan Memorial Lecture
* Final outputs are to be communicated to
the Computer and Website Committee for
uploading on the Website
5 Library 1. Dr K. Chandrasekhar * To procure, renew journals
Committee Chairperson * Procure database
2. Dr K Alivelu ¢ Periodicals
3. Dr M Srinivasa Reddy * Monographs, Working Papers
4. Dr Ch Krishna Rao * Thesis
5. Librarian * Books
Member/ Convener ¢ Digitization
120 Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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and WASH

Committee

Chairperson

2. Dr. Vijay Korra

3. Dr. P Aparna

4. Zakir Hussain, Manager

5. Smt. B. Srivani, AAO

6. Ms. Rincy Simon,
Student representative

7. Administrative Officer
Member/Convener

I\SI:;. Committee Name |  Names of the Members Functions of the Committee
6. Women Grievance | 1. Dr. T. S. Jeena, To look into the matters relating to women staft/
Cell / 2. Dr. K. Alivelu students at the CESS
Committee 3. Dr. B. Suresh Reddy
Against Sexual 4. Dr. P. Aparna
Harassment 5. Ms. B. Srivani
(CASH) 6. Dr. U. Vindhya
7. Student Representative
7 Faculty Seminar | Dr. T.S. Jeena and * To coordinate with the faculty to present
Committee Dr. P Aparna seminars on the projects and studies they
(Both Internal & undertake
External) * To coordinate lectures by resource persons
identified/suggested by the faculty
8 Data Base 1. Dr. P Aparna * To compile and provide information from all
Management Chairperson the data sources
Committee 2. Librarian * Completed Database is to be communicated
to the Computer and Website Committee for
uploading on the Website
9 Student Welfare | 1. Dr. Y. Sreenivasulu * To look into the welfare matters of the students
Committee 2. Two Ph.D. Students
(1 male and 1 female)
3. Dr.C.T Vidya
Member/ Convener
10 | Maintenance 1. Dr. B. Suresh Reddy * To monitor and supervise the maintenance of
and Purchase Chairperson CESS building, library, auditorium, seminar
Committee 2. Dr. Y. Sreenivasulu halls, Director Residence, Staff quarters and
3. Dr. Ch Krishna Rao Landscape
4. Finance Officer * Purchase the required assets
5. Smt. B. Srivani, AAO ¢ Call for and finalize quotations related to
6. Zakir Hussain, Manager purchases and awarding of AMCs
7. Administrative Officer
Member/Convener
11. | Canteen Hygiene | 1. Dr. M. Srinivas Reddy * To look into the overall hygiene of the canteen,

check the expiry dates of the provisions etc.

* To look into the maintenance of the safety
of drinking water, accessories in toilets and
general hygiene of the Campus.

Centre for Economic and Social Studies
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I\SI:;. Committee Name | Names of the Members Functions of the Committee
12 | Computer 1. Prof E. Revathi, ¢ All matters related to Computers, Printers,
and Website Director-Chairperson Laptops etc. viz., purchase, replacement,
Committee 2. DEAN-DGS installation & award of AMC
3. Finance Officer All matters related to Website maintenance,
4. Administrative Officer including award of AMC
5. Dr. Jadhav Chakradhar
Member/Convener
13 | Building 1. Prof E. Revathi Oversee the construction activities of the
Committee Director- Chairperson proposed Hostel Buildings
2. Dr. G.R. Reddy
(Founder Member, CESS as
Invited Member)
3. Dr. K. Chandrasekhar
4. Dr. B. Suresh Reddy
5. Govt.Engineer/Architect
6. Finance Officer
7. Administrative Officer
Member/Convener
14 | Research  Ethics | 1. Prof. E. Revathi Review of all ethical aspects of the Research
Committee Director- Chairperson Projects, being undertaken by CESS
2. Dr. K. Alivelu, Dean-DGS Consider and approve issues relating to ethics
3. Dr. K. Chandrasekhar in connection with field survey-based projects
4. Dr. B. Suresh Reddy and other related matters
Member/Convener Assess the research proposals to see
that the research must conform to
recognized ethical standards
15 | MoU Committee | 1. Dr. K. Alivelu, Dean-DGS To coordinate with PJTSAU and ICRISAT on
Chairperson the activities proposed in the MoUs with the
2. Dr. Ch. Krishna Rao, respective Institutions
Academic Coordinator, DGS
3. Dr. B. Suresh Reddy
Member/Convener
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Finance

Centre for Economic and Sccial Studiess
Income and Expenditure for the year ended 31st March, 2025

(Rs. in lakh)
iS.Ne. | Particulars 2024-26 2023-24
i |Ineeme
&) Grants
Grant from Government of Telangana 700.00 750.00
ICSSR Salary Grant -0OH-36 285321 248 58
ICSER Maintenance Grant -OH-31 50.00 50.00
ICSER Feliowships Grant 1238 574
(b} Fewss from Randering of Services (Projects)
Domestic Projects 350,08 407,63
FCRA Projects 44,95 256.70
n Other Income
{a} Fund Accounts
Intenest on Corpus Fund 43,30 2730
Interest on Cantre's Developmant Fung 803 aTe
Owerneads & other amounis credited to Centre’s Development Fund 4069 14811
|Imerest on Ressarch Developmasnt Fund 36.18 3181
interest & Contribution of CESS Employess Group Gratuity 4216 1363
Imarest & Contribution of CESS Employeas Wedare Fund 1.01 0.05
Imterest on Dr. Waheeduddin Khan Memarial Fund 0.03 0.03
] Interest on FCRA and Domestc Project Accounts 10.54 17.87
i) Others
Centre's own rescurces 30,54 3376
Unspent funds of previous year 484 B8 501,72
!m Total Income {1+ 215739 2,496 50
11 Expenses:
{a) Grant Accaunt
Snlaries 77139 6089.96
Research Activibes 10623 27628
Mmintenance & Development 133.83 13643
Fallowships 672 15.43
{bj Projects
Domastic Projects 45726 394 39
FCRA Projects. 69 261.54
(ch Fund Accounts
Corpus Fund 16.10 1279
Cantre's Development Fund 1.64 .
CESS Employess Group Gratuity 32.50 T.50
CESS Employess Welane Fund 060 021
id} Others
Dapreciation 68 49 78.98
Provigion for Audit Fee b 010
Unspent funds of Curment year 419.24 476.58
Total expenses (Total of IV) 2,045.88 220015
V'l Excess of Income overExpenditure for the year (ill- IV) 111.50 206.45
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Centre for Economic and Social Studies
Balance Sheeot as at 31.03.2025

(Rs. in lakh)
S.Mo. |Particulars 31 March 2025 31 March 2024
| Sources of Funds
1 NPO Funds
(a) Unrestricted Funds = -
(b) Restricted Funds
Corpus Funds 681.16 B853.96
General Funds 454.31 482 54
Research Development Fund 644 54 608 36
Centre’'s Development Fund 382.45 316.18
Dr.Waheeduddin Khan Memarial Fund 0.96 0.94
CESS Employees Group Graltuity 2583 16.17
CESS Employees Welfare Fund §5.38 2905
2,194.61 2,081.10
2 Current liabilities
{a) Income received in advance (Unspent funds of
projects, fellowships) 43522 478.20
(b) Other payables (specify nature)
Repayable deposits 4.00 '3.70
Repayable Advances 199.49 186.04
(c) Short-term provisions - Provision for Audit Fee 0.65 0.65
53836 B7B.5%
Total of | (1+2) 2,833.97 2,759.69
Il Application of Funds
1 Non-current assets
Property, Plant and Equipment and Intangible assets
(a) Buildings, Furniture & Equipment 610.23 629.15
(b} Intangible assets (software) 4.59 748
51482 636.63
2 Current assets
(a) Grants Receivables 15.97 13.31
(b) Cash and bank balances 1,983.93 1,903.46
(e) Shont Term Loans and Advances
Recoverable deposils 4 57 4.57
Recoverable Advances 204 .88 201.72
(d) Other current assets = ~
2,219.15 2,123.06 |
Total of Il (1+2) 2,833.97 C
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ANNEXURE 6
AUDIT REPORT

Madhuri & Co., © 919951574888

i il
Chartered Accountants B mmadhuri.ca@gmail.com

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT
Report on the Financial Statements

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of Centre for Economic and Social Studies,
Hyderabad, Telangana, which comprise the balance sheet as at March 31, 2025, the
income and expenditure account for the year ended, and notes to the financial
statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies.

In our opinion and to the best of our information and according to the explanations
given to us, we report that the aforesaid financial statements give information required
by the Societies Registration Act, 1860 ('the Act') and give a true and fair view in
conformity with the accounting principles generally accepted in India:

* In case of Balance Sheet, of the state of affairs of the Centre for Economic and
Social Studies as at March 31, 2025.

e In case of income and Expenditure Account, of the excess of Income over
Expenditure for the year ended on that date.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with Standards of Auditing (SAs). Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's
Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section of our report. We are
independent of the entity in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant
to our audit of the financial statements, and we have fulfilled our other responsibilities
in accordance with these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have
obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion.

Responsibilities of Management and those charged with Governance for the
financial statements

The management is responsible with respect to the preparation of these financial
statements that give a true and fair view of the financial position, financial performance
of the Centre for Economic and Social Studies in accordance with the accounting
principles generally accepted in India. This responsibility also includes maintenance of
adequate accounting records in accordance with the provisions of the Act for
safeguarding of the assets of the Centre for Economic and Social Studies and for
preventing and detecting frauds and other irregularities; selection and application of

T
a
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appropriate accounting policies; making judgments and estimates that are reasonable
and prudent; and design, implementation and maintenance of adequate internal financial
controls, that were operating effectively for ensuring the accuracy and completeness of
the accounting records, relevant to the preparation and presentation of the financial
statements that give a true and fair view and are free from material misstatement,
whether due to fraud or error. In preparing the financial statements, management is
responsible for assessing the entity's ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing,
as applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of
accounting unless management either intends to liquidate the entity or to cease
operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the entity's financial
reporting process.

Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether financial statements as
a whole are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue
an auditor's report that includes our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of
assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in accordance with SAs will
always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise from
fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could
reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis
of these financial statements

As part of an audit in accordance with SAs, we exercise professional judgment and
maintain professional Skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

L.Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements,
whether due to fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those
risks, and obtain audit evidence that is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material misstatement resulting from fraud is
higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion, forgery,
intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

2. Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design
audit procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of
expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity's internal control. Evaluate the

-:——'-'-;',‘—
S.R. Nagar, Hyderabad - 500038. =
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appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management.

3. Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern basis of
accounting and, Based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty
exists related to events or conditions that may cast significant doubt on the entity's
ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists,
we are required to draw attention in our auditor's report to the related disclosures in the
financial statements or, if such disclosures are in adequate, to modify our opinion. Our
conclusions are based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor's
report. However, future events or conditions may cause the entity to cease to continue
as a going concern.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters,
the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any
significant deficiencies in intimal control that we identify during our audit.
We also provide those charged with governance with a statement that we have complied
with relevant ethical requirements regarding independence, and to communicate with
them all relationships and other matters that may reasonably be thought to bear on our
independence, and where applicable, related safeguards.

For Madhuri & Co
Chartered Accountants
FRN: 10050s

e

__._‘___,..-d'

e

(M.Madhuri) Ny pere S Place: Hyderabad
Partner Date: 24-09-2025
M.N0.210022

UDIN: 25210022BMKMQ51363

2
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Centre for Economic and Social Studies
Balance Sheet as at 31.03.2025

(Amount in Rs.)

Particulars Note| 31 March 2025 31 March 2024
| Sources of Funds
1 NPO Funds
(a) |Unrestricted Funds
(b) |Restricted Funds 3 21,94 ,60,848.41 20,81,10,782.40
21,94 60,848.41 20,81,10,782.40
2 Non-current liabilities
(a) |Long-term borrowings - -
(b) |Other long-term liabilities - -
(c) |Long-term provisions - -
3 Current liabilities
(a) [Short-term borrowings E 4
(b) |Payables
(c) |Other current liabilities 4 6,38,70,869.91 6,77,93,681.09
(d) |Short-term provisions 5 64,900.00 64,900.00
6,39,35,769.91 6,78,58,581.09
Total 28,33,96,618.32 27,569,69,363.49
Il Application of Funds
1 Non-current assets
(a) |Property, Plant and Equipment and Intangible assets 6
(i) Property, Plant and Equipment 6,10,23,196.45 6,29,14,620.22
(ii) Intangible assets 4,58,522.00 7,48,204.00
(iii) Capital work in progress
(iv) | Intangible asset under development
(b) [Non-current investments - -
(c) |Long Term Loans and Advances - #
(d) [Other non-current assets (specify nature) E =
6,14,81,718.45 6,36,62,824.22
2 Current assets
(a) |Currentinvestments - -
(b) |Inventories - -
(c) |Receivables 7 15,97,489.59 13,30,800.59
(d) |Cash and bank balances 8 19,93,92,738.28 19,03,46,376.68
(e) |Short Term Loans and Advances 9 2.09,24,671.00 2,06,29,362.00
() |Other current assets - -
22 ,19,14,899.87 21,23,06,539.27
Total 28,33,96,618.32 27,59,69,363.49
Brief about the Entity 1
Summary of significant accounting policies 2
The accompanying notes are an integral part of the
financial statements
Ukt — =
FINANCE I::ohra dhi?oE;’iEcRoLna;anct? / ';-'SI‘\;\UF” 2 i c!o:
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Centre for Economic and Soclal Studies
Income and Expenditure for the year ended 31st March, 2025

nt in Rs.
[Particulars 31 March 2025 1 Marc!
Un- Un-
restric- rastric-
ted ted
funds Restricted funds Total funds Restricted funds Total

Income

Donations and Grants

Grant from Government of Telangana - 7,00,00,000.00 7.00,00,000.00 - 7.50,00,000.00 7.50,00,000.00
ICSSR Salary Grant -OH-38

General - 2,40,26,000.00 2,40,26,000.00 - 2,19,46,000.00 2,19,46,000.00
SC Component - 14,29,000.00 14,29,000.00 - 18,73,000.00 19,73,000.00
ST Component - 8,66,000.00 B,66,000.00 - 7,39,000.00 7.,39,000.00
ICSSR Maintenance Grant -OH-31 - 50,00,000.00 50,00,000.00 - 50,00,000.00 50,00,000.00
ICSSR Fellowships Grant * 13,38,500.00 13,38,600.00 - 5,74,000.00 5,74,000.00
Fees from Rendering of Services - 4,35,03,663.00 4,35,03,663.00 6,64,33,814.20 6,64,33,814.20
Sale of Goods - - . -

Other Income 10 - 6,95,75,578.04 6,95,75,578.04 - 7,79,94 406.85 7.79,94 406.85
Total Income (I+ii) - 21,57,38,741.04 21,57,38,741.04 - 24,96,60,221.05 24,96,60,221.05
Expenses;

| Material consumed/distributad » - - - -
Donations/contributions paid

Employes benefits expense 11 - 12,14,69,726.00 12,14,68,726.00 - 9,42 B3,749.00 9,42 83,749.00
Finance Costs = - a - * -
Depreciation and amortizati P 12 - 68,13,962.77 68,13,962.77 - 78,96,397.80 78,96,397 BO
Other expenses 13 - 7,63,04,986.26 7.63,04,986.26 - 12,68,34,765.29 12,68,34,765.29
Religionicharitable expensas

Other Expenses (specify nature)

Total expenses - 20,45,88,675.03 20,4588 675.03 - 22,90,14,912.09 22,90,14,912.08
Excess of Income overExpenditure

for the year before exceptional and

extraordinary bems (Ili- IV) - 1,11,50,066.01 1,11,50,066.01 - 2,06,45,308 96 2,06,45,308.96
Exceptional iterms (specify nature &

provide noteldelete if none) - - - - - =
Excess of Income over Expenditure

for the year before extraordinary

items (V-V) - 1,11,50,086.01 1,11,50,066.01 - 2,06,45,308.96 206,45 308 96
Extraordinary |tems (spectly nature &
|provide note/delete if none) - 8
Excess of Income over Expenditure

for the year (VIIVIIT) - ~1,11,50,066.01 ~1,11,50,066.01 - 2,06,45,308.96 2,06,45,308.86
Appropriations Transfer to funds,

e.g., Building fund

Transfer fram funds

Balance tansferred to General Fund

The accompanying notes are an integral

part of the financial statements
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Note 1
CENTRE FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STUDIES
Begumpet, Hyderabad

BRIEF NOTE

Centre for Economic and Social Studies (CESS) has been established on 26" February
1980 with an objective to strengthen the Planning machinery at the State level by way of
undertaking certain studies of the State economy in the long perspective and of certain
specific problems of more immediate nature. The Indian Council of Social Science
Research (ICSSR) Ministry of Education, Gol, New Delhi recognised CESS as National
Institute in the year 1986 and included CESS in its network of institutions for annual grant.
The Centre is funded by the Government of Telangana and ICSSR in 45:45 ratio and the
remaining 10% funds are to be met from the Centre's own resources. The Centre has
been registered under (i) Section 12 A of Income Tax Act 1961 and (ii) under Foreign
Contribution (Regulation) Act 1976 by the Ministry of Home Affairs, Gol, New Delhi.

The Centre has developed expertise on several economic and social themes especially in
agriculture and allied sectors, natural resources, food security, poverty dynamics,
unemployment, state finances, industrial development, MSME sector, economics of health
and demography, education, urban development, trade and services, water and sanitation,
women and child development, marginalized groups and tribal studies, international trade,
farmers’ collective institutions, migration, ground water issues, environment and studies on
inclusive development. Main stakeholders in its research studies are State Government,
Government of India, Asian Development Bank, World Bank, UNICEEF, UNDP, DFID, GIZ
European Union, Volkswagen University-Germany, Ford Foundation, International
Foundation for Science-Sweden, Rockefeller Foundation-New York, ODI-U.K., Oxford
University-U.K., ILO-Geneva and New Delhi and International organization for Migration,
New Delhi. The Centre started M. Phil and Ph. D programme in 1986 in collaboration with
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Open University, Hyderabad. The Centre started a regular Ph. D.
Programme with focus on Development Studies in 2016 in collaboration with Telangana
University, Nizamabad.
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Note 2

CENTRE FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STUDIES
Begumpet, Hyderabad — 500 016.

“NOTE ON SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING PRACTICES" attached to and forming part of the
Annual Financial Statements of the Centre (Receipts and Payments Account, Income
and Expenditure and Balance sheet as on 31.03.2025)

1 The Accounts of the Centre are maintained on Cash Basis.

2 Financial statements are drawn from grant-in-aid received from State Government and ICSSR
under ‘Salary and Maintenance’, 'Corpus Fund’, 'Research Development Fund', 'Specific
Purpose Fund Accounts' (including Fellowships and Project Accounts)’, "Research Unit for
Livelihoods and Natural Resources (RULNR)', “Division for Child Studies (DCS)', 'Centre's
Development Fund Account', ‘Dr. Waheeduddin Khan Memorial Fund Account’, 'CESS
Employees Group Gratuity Account’ and 'CESS Employees Welfare Fund Account'.
Consolidated Annual Financial Statements viz. Consolidated Income and Expenditure Account
and Consolidate Balance Sheet are prepared in the mandatory format prescribed by the
Institute of Chartered Accountants of India, New Delhi.

‘Corpus Fund’ of the Centre consists of contribution of Rs.75.00 lakh made by Reserve Bank of
India during 2001-02 to 2003-04 and a donation of Rs.1.50 lakh made by Prof.
CH.Hanumantha Rao during 1999-2000 and 2000-01. The interest generated from investment
of the above fund is utilized for RBI Research Projects and also to meet deficit if any, in the
grants accounts. Further, a donation of Rs.465.76 lakh was received from Prof.
CH.Hanumantha Rao during the Financial Year 2020-21. The interest generated from this is to
be utilized for Socio-Economic Research on ‘Inclusive Growth'.

‘Research Development Fund' was constituted with the Development Grant of Rs.2.00 crores
sanctioned by the Planning Commission (1999 and 2003). In addition, Rs.2.00 crores and
Rs.1.00 crore were contributed by CDF during 2012-13 and 2013-14 respectively. The income
generated from investment of the above fund is utilized on specific approved research projects
and for infrastructure development or to meet the shortfall in grant-in-aid account.

‘Specific Purpose Fund Account (including fellowship and project accounts)' includes specific
purpose grants made by State Government/ICSSR, Fellowships sanctioned by ICSSR/UGC
and also the accounts of all project studies.

A separate Account for ‘Research Unit for Livelihoods and Natural Resources (RULNRY)'
sponsored by Jamsetji Tata Trust was maintained with effect from March, 2008. Similarly, a
separate account for 'Division for Child Studies (DCS)' sponsored by UNICEF is being
maintained from 1* September, 2014.
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Cenire's Development Fund was created with the approval of Board of Governors. Overhead
charges collected from project studies are credited to the above fund account. In accordance
with the Board's Resolution dated 03.12.2001 externally sponsored projects are charged on
average costs basis in respect of personnel drafted for the above studies. The differential
charges i.e., the difference between the average costs and actual salary component along with
leave salary and Group Gratuity contributions in respect of these project studies are also
credited to the above fund account. The income generated from investment of accumulation of
this fund is utilized to meet the shortfall in grant account and also for the infrastructure
development works with the approval of the Governing Body.

Pursuant to the resolution passed by the Board of Governors at its meeting held on 16.03.2006
Dr. Waheeduddin Khan Memorial Fund Account was opened separately to receive
contributions to the fund with the object of utilising the income generated by investment of fund
amount for cash award to the Ph.D Scholar of the Centre presenting a Thesis of excellence as
adjudged by a duly constituted Committee,

‘CESS Employees Group Gratuity Account’ was opened to account for Receipts from LIC
under the Group Gratuity Policy and from CESS funds and the expenditure by way of
disbursement to the retiring employees.

'CESS Employees Welfare Fund Account’ was created with a view to provide relief from
distress or hardship to employees and their families in case of sickness, death etc. The corpus
of this fund consists of contributions from members and donation of Rs.2.00 lakh received from
Prof. Ch.Hanumantha Rao during the year 2024-25. The benefits under this fund are regulated
by CESS Employees Welfare Fund Rules.

4 Fixed Assets are stated at historical cost less depreciation. Depreciation is calculated on
written down value method at rates as prescribed by Income Tax Authority or such rates as
found reasonable depending on the life of the assets.

5 Investments are stated at cost.

8 The Centre is registered under the Societies Act as an autonomous Social Science Research
Institute. It is also registered under Section 12A of Income Tax Act and Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act, 1976 of Ministry of Home Affaris, Government of India.

7 The Centre was granted approval under Section 35(i)(iii) of the Income Tax Act. As such all
contributions or donations made to the Centre by the individuals or institutions are eligible for
Income Tax exemptions as provided under the above Section,
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Centre for Economic and Soclal Studies
Notes forming part of the Financlal Statements for the year ended 315t March, 2025
Plant and Esulpmentand Infannltie Asseds lownsd ansstn) in B&)
il - Bukings: | Exver | OMicesqutpment il Vehicies | Others (Books) Total
ment
(Gross Block
AL 1 April 2024 -| 9418853055 . 275,33,79433 | 1.36,16,179.80 | 18,24,649.00 B3,40,808.08 | 14,34,84,069.74
| Additions 42,77,786.00 3,75,003.00 1,55,021.00 13,839.00 48,21,750.00
Deductionsiidjustments - - 4,52,413.40 56,500,00 - - 5,08,813.40
A1 Apeil 2023 -|  7.78,13,761.55 2744031433 | 1358088050 |  18,24,645.00 654785651 | 12.72.07.264.89
Additions -|  1.83,54,768.00 11.36,378.00 9,04,928.00 18,768.00 1.84,14 B42.00
Daductionsiddjusiments - 10.42.896,00 8,609,428, 70 - 2.26,722.45 21.38.047.15
At 31 March 2026 - | 9,84,46,326.66 - 2,74,56,383.93 |  1,37,14,700,80 |  18,24,648.00 63,64,846.08 |  14,77,96,906.34
At 31 March 2024 - 9,41,68,530.55 - 2,75,33,794.33 1,36,16,179.80 18,24,649.00 63,40,906.06 | 14,34,84,050.74
Depreciation/Adjustments
At 1 April 2024 -| 3859617205 . 2430074287 | 100748601.02] 128588400 63,11530.58 8,05,50,430 52
Additions . 51,72,007 88 . 8,065,582 00 3.32,729.08 B0,800.00 17,162.00 B5,08,280 77
DeductionsiAdjustmants - - - 2475140 58,500.00 3.04,011.40
At 1 April 2023 2,28,47,438.04 2423910097 | 1061412713 11,00026.00 | 865,18,200.82 753,008,802 86
Additions 57.48,733 11 11,04, 447 90 42990259 95,058 00 19.462.21 73,897,583 81
Ded. dj - - 10,42, 888,00 B8,68,428.70 - 225,722 .45 21,38,047.15
At 31 March 2025 - | 4,37,88,179.74 -| 2,49,568,813.47 | 1,03,50,830.10 | 13,66,784.00 | 63,20,101.58 | B,67,73,708.89
At 31 March 2024 = | 3,85,96,172.06 = | 2,43,00,742.87 | 1,00,74,601.02 | 12,85,084.00 | 63,11,939.58 | 8,05,69439.52
et Block
At31 March 2025 | - | 5,46,78,146.81 | -] 2497,570.48 | 336387070 [ 4,57,865.00 | 25,743.48 | 6,10,23,196.45
At 31 March 2024 - | 5,55,72,358.50 | -] 323306146 [ 3541578.78| 5,8,665.00 |  28,966.48 | 5,29,14,620.22
ia inRel
INTANGIBLE ASSETS
Particulars /Assets Gasdaiii :éunpumr :;T‘; Lhﬂl;::‘:: l::d 'Dﬂllnl': ht‘l':]lsﬂy Total
Gross Block
At 1 Aprl 2024 - 38,34,720.00 - - = 38,34,720.00
Additions - 16,000.00 16,000.00
DeductionsiAdjustment - -
At 1 April 2023 29,49,183.00 29,49,183.00
Additions 9,85,537.00 9,85,537.00
DeductionsiAdjusiments -
At 31 March 2025 -| 239,50,720.00 . - -| 39,50,720.00
At 31 March 2024 - 38,34,720.00 . . - | 39,34,720.00
Amortization/Adjustment
AL 1 April 2024 31,88,516.00 31,86,516.00
Additions 3,05,6382.00 3,05,682.00
Deductions/Adjustments - -
Al 1 April 2023 28,87,712.00 26.87.712.00
Additions 4.98,804.00 4.98,804.00
Deductions/Adjustments - -
At 31 March 2025 - 34,92,198.00 - = - | 34,92,198.00
At 31 March 2024 -] 31,86,5616.00 - - -| 31,86,516.00
Net Block
AL 31 March 2025 - 458,522 00 - - = 4,58,522.00
At 31 March 2024 - 7,48,204.00 - - -| 748,204.00
Assets under lase 1o be secarately soecfied under each class of assel, i s
Capital Work in Progress 21 Miarch 2025 31 March 2024 undar development 31 Mareh 2025 31 Mareh 2024
Opening Balance - Cpaning Balance
Add: Additions during he yeai = cid: Additions during the yesr
Less: Capitalized during tha
woar =3 Lass: Capitaized during the yom
Closing Balance (3) - Claging Balance (8)
MAD
CE O rlarad':\tlcnmlnﬁ-a(n:l?
Firm 1gosos ||
\ For Centre for Economic

(M. MADHURII]
Partner, M.No: 210022

Surey

and Social Stidies

135



Centre for Economic and Social Studies
Notes forming part of the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March, 2025

(Amount in Rs.)
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7 |Recelvables 31 March, 2025 31 March, 2024
(a) |Donations/grants receivable - -
Salary Grant 4,32,100.12 1,63,808.12
RULNR 11,65,389.47 11,66,992.47
(b) |Others (specify nature) 5 -
15,97,489.59 13,30,800.59
Outstanding for a period exceeding 6 months from the date they are due for receipt
(&) |Secured Considered good - -
(b) |Unsecured Considered good & 3
(c) | Doubtful . =
Less: Provision for doubtful receivables - -
Total 15,97,489.59 13,30,800.59
8 |Cash and Bank Balances 31 March, 2025 31 March, 2024
A |Cash and cash equivalents
(a) | On current accounts 16,30,630.57 21,114,488 57
(b) | Savings Bank and Sweep Accounts 6,32,86,252.71 5,75,74,791.11
(¢) | Fixed Deposits
Deposits with original maturity of less than three months 3,63,32,885.00 3,39,72,808.00
{d) |Cheques, drafts on hand : -
() {Cash on hand 10,085.00 8,203.00
Total (n | 10,12,58,863.28 9,36,70,301.68
B |Other bank balances
{a) |Bank Deposits
() |Earmarked Bank Deposits 5,88,160.00 -
(i) |less than 12 manths from reporting date 8,65,11,700.00 9,58,56,303.00
(iii) [Margin money or deposits under lien - -
(iv) |Others - -
Deposits with original maturity mare than twelve months 1,10,33,018.00 8,118,772 .00
Total other bank balances (m 9,81,32 876.00 9,66,76,075.00
Total Cash and bank balances (i) 19,93,82,739.28 19,03,46,376.68
9 |Loans and advances (Short Term) 31 March, 2025 31 March, 2024
{Secured)
(a) |Loans and advances
(i) |Prepaid expenses
Salary Grant 1,54,312.00 88,256.00
Maintenance Grant 4,651.00 800.00
Centre's Development Fund 1,89,49,436.00 1,96,03,643.00
Research Development Fund (TDS) 1,89,440.00 1,64,331.00
Specific Purpose Account including Fellowships and Projects (TDS) 1.08,210.00 2,25,710.00
CESS Employees Welfare Fund 62,000.00 90,000.00
(b) {Security Deposits
Salary & Maintenance Grant 4,56,422.00 4,56,422.00
RULNR Project 200.00 200.00
Total (aj+(b) 2,09,24,671.00 2,06,29,362.00
. For MADHURI & ¢ T e
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Centre for Economic and Social Studies
Notes forming part of the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March, 2025

(Amount in Rs.)

10]Other income 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24
(a)|Interest income - -
Corpus Fund
a) RB| Fund 4,57,593.00 4,79,084.00
b) Donation-I 9,152.00 8,581.00
¢) Donation-2 38,62,925.00 22 .41,564.00
Centre's Development Fund 8,03,211.00 3,77,675.00
Research Development Fund 36,17,789.00 31,80,629.00
CESS Employees Group Gratuity Account 51,587.00 24,019.00
CESS Employees Welfare Fund Account 7,816.00 5,873.00
Dr. Waheeduddin Khan Memorial Fund 2,605.00 2,543.00
Salary Grant 2,68,296.00 2,34,263.00
Specific Purpose and Project accounts 9,76,997.00 15,70,928.00
FCRA Accounts 87,389.00 1,82,708.00
RULNR Project 1,603.00 -
DCS Project 28,184.00 33,396.00
(b)|Dividend income - -
{c)|Net gain on sale of investments 3 i
(d)| Other non-operating income (Please specify) - -
Welfare Fund Contributions 92,800.00 88,800.00
Group Gratuity Contribution 41,64,442.00 13,38,827.00
Centre's Development Fund income 49 68 677.54 1,49,10,700.00
Ph.D Receipts 7.80,003.00 7,72,001.00
Collection of Maintenance Charges 27,23,880.00 19,98,172.00
Miscellaneous Receipts 1,81,568.00 1,87,732.00
Other amounts credited to CDF - 1,83,603.76
Unspent funds of previous year 4,64,88,960.50 5,01,72,327.09
Total other income 6,95,75,578.04 7,79,94,406.85
11|Employee benefits expense 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24
(Including contract labour)
(a)|Salaries, wages, bonus and other allowances 10,05,71,855.00 8,54,44,374.00
(b)|Contribution to provident and other funds 60,47,361.00 52,92,308.00
(c)| Gratuity expenses 69,14,442.00 26,24,260.00
(d)| Staff welfare expenses 79,35,968.00 9,22,807.00
Total Employee benefits expense 12,14,69,726.00 9,42,83,748.00
12 |Depreciation and amortization expense 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24
(a)| on tangible assets (Refer note 11) - -
CESS Account including Projects 60,35,770.00 67,81,317.70
FCRA Projects 2,02,880.00 3,35,243.00
DCS Project 576.00 961.00
RULNR Project 2,69,054.77 3,00,072.10
(b)| on intangible assets (Refer note 11) 3,05,682.00 4,98,804.00
Total Depreciation and amortization expense 68,13,962.77 78,96,397.80
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Centre for Economic and Social Studies
Notes forming part of the Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March, 2025
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13|0Other Expenses 31-Mar-25 31-Mar-24
(a)|Religious/charitable
(b)|Other Expenses
(i)|Consumption of stores and spare parts B “
(ii)|Power and fuel 22,19,862.00 24,26,074.00
(iii) [Rent - -
Land Lease charges 1,50,000.00 1,50,000.00
(iv)|Repairs and maintenance - Buildings 4,84,714.00 4,07,393.00
(v)|Repairs and maintenance - Machinery. Computers etc. 17,69,462.00 28,73,423.00
(vi)|Insurance 27,508.00 31,951.00
(vii)|Rent, Rates and taxes, excluding, taxes on income 1,20,044 .00 1,20,044.00
(viii) | Labour charges -
Security Services 16,29,978.00 14,29,055.00
Garden and Housekeeping, wel safaiwala, Electrician, Plumber etc. 49,95,725.00 39,09,427.00
(ix) | Travelling expenses 7,18,998.00 5,73,465.00
() |Auditor's remuneration 64,900.00 64,900.00
(i) | Printing and stationery 11,93,945.40 13,57,635.02
(xii)| Communication expenses -
Telephones 46,596.00 49 930.00
Board and EC Meetings 2,28,925.00 81,858.00
Committee Meetings 1,85,334.00 2,33,617.00
(xiii}|Legal and professional charges 1,58,300.00 -
(xiv) | Advertisement and publicity - 17,325.00
(xv)|Business promotion expenses - -
Research Promotion Expenses
Periodicals & Journals 42,40,388.00 35,36,637.00
Binding of Journals and other expenses 3,15,430.00 1,00,644.00
Research Project Preliminary Expenses 53,470.00 618.00
Field Investigation Expenses 61,73,608.00 4,51,89,276.00
Seminar & Lecture Series 23,51,480.00 20,94,101.00
Ph.D Programme Expenses 16,47,233.00 10,32,352.00
Printing and Fublications 3,11,230.00 2,31,688.00
Institutional costs of projects 42,02,324.78 1,13,20,267.76
Amounts adjustable to CDF 1,83,603.76 -
Membership fee 5,000.00 -
Other Research Costs 6,00,361.00 16,32,003.00
Meeting Expenses 48,898.00 72,798.00
Xerox charges 25,448.00 42,151.00
(xvi)| Commission - -
xvii)|Clearing and forwarding charges - -
(i)|Loss on sale of Property, Plant and Equipment 34,902.00 -
(if)|Loss on foreign exchange transactions (net) - -
(iii)| Loss on cancellation of forward contracts - -
(iv)|Loss on sale of investments (net) - -
(v)|Provision for diminution in value of investments - -
(vi)| Provision for doubtful debts 5 =
(vii) | Provision for Audit fee - 9,800.00
(viii) | Unspent funds of current year 4,19,24,247.32 4,78,55,952.97
(xix) |Miscellaneous expenses - -
(xix)|Water Charges 1,20,919.00 1,32,955.54
Contingency expenses 71,152.00 57,324.00
Total 7,63,04,986.26 12,68,34,765.29
!
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Dr. Y. V. Reddy, former RBI Governor, joins CESS as a Distinguished Fellow

Distinguished guests at the 3rd B.P.R. Vithal Memorial Lecture held at CESS



(Planning Dept, Govt. of Telangana & ICSSR-Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Nizamiah Observatory Campus, Begumpet, Hyderabad — 500 016, Telangana, India
Phone: 040-23416610-13, 23402789, 23416780, fax: 040-23406808
Email: post@cess.ac.in, Website: www.cess.ac.in.
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